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Coire Glas Connection Project
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Who we are

ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/coire-glas-connection-project

We are SSEN Transmission, the trading name for Scottish Hydro Electric 
Transmission. We are responsible for the electricity transmission network in the 
north of Scotland, maintaining and investing in the high voltage 132kV, 220kV, 
275kV and 400kV electricity transmission network.

Our network consists of underground and subsea cables, 
overhead lines on wooden poles or steel towers, and electricity
substations. It extends over a quarter of the UK’s land mass, 
crossing some of its most challenging terrain.
 
Our first priority is to provide a safe and reliable supply of 
electricity to our communities. We do this by taking the 
electricity from generators and transporting it at high voltages 
over long distances through our transmission network for 
onwards distribution to homes and businesses in villages, 
towns and cities. 

Our operating area is home to vast renewable energy 
resources and this is being harnessed by wind, hydro and 
marine generation. Working closely with National Grid, the GB 
transmission System Operator, we also enable these electricity 
generators to connect to the transmission system by providing 
their connections and allowing the electricity generated by 
them to be transported to areas of demand across the country.
 
Scotland’s transmission network has a strategic role to play in 
supporting delivery of the UK and Scotland’s Net Zero targets. 
We’re already a mass exporter of renewable energy, with around 

two thirds of power generated in our network area exported 
to demand centres further south. By 2050, the north of Scotland 
is expected to need 40GW of low carbon energy capacity 
to support net zero delivery. For context, we currently have 
around 8GW of renewable generation connected in the north
of Scotland.

As a natural monopoly, we are closely regulated by the 
GB energy regulator, Ofgem, who determines how much 
revenue we are allowed to earn for constructing, maintaining 
and renovating our transmission network in the north of 
Scotland. These costs are shared between all those using the 
transmission system, including generation developers and 
electricity consumers.

Following a minority stake sale which completed in November 
2022, we are now owned 75% by SSE plc and 25% by Ontario 
Teachers’ Pension Plan Board.

As a stakeholder-led business, SSEN Transmission is committed 
to inclusive stakeholder engagement, and we conduct this at an 
‘Advanced’ level as assessed by AccountAbility, the international 
consulting and standards firm.

Scottish and Southern 
Electricity Networks 

Transmission
(SSEN Transmission)

Scottish and Southern 
Electricity Networks 

(SSEN)
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What is the Coire Glas Connection 
Project and why is it needed?

Project need

SSEN Transmission has received a Transmission Owner Connection Agreement to connect the Coire Glas Pumped Hydro 
Scheme for December 2027. The Scheme will be the first large-scale pumped storage scheme to be developed in the UK for 
more than 30 years and has a potential capacity of up to 1500 Megawatts (MW). This supports the UK move towards a net zero 
carbon energy system by 2050. A degree of rationalisation of the existing infrastructure will form part of these works.

Project overview

The scheme is located southwest of Laggan Locks, near to Loch Lochy, Highland. The contracted connection is for a total of 1296MW 
Export/1360MW Demand and will be carried out in two phases. Phase 1 will see the connection of 612MW Export/660MW Demand in 
December 2027. Phase 2 will see the connection of a further 684MW Export/700MW Demand in October 2029.

Delivery of this project will include 
the following project elements: 

Phase 1 (Connection December 2027)

Coire Glas project layout

•	 A new Coire Glas 400kV external Air Insulated 
Switchgear (AIS) Switching Station, this will 
include 2 control buildings.

•	 Approximately 3.5km of 400kV double circuit 
overhead line (OHL). This will be installed from 
the proposed Coire Glas switching station 
to a new substation located in the vicinity 
of Loch Lundie.

•	 A new 400/132kV substation in the vicinity 
of Loch Lundie. This will comprise of 
a control building, 2 transformers and 
outdoor AIS equipment.

•	 Approximately 8.5km of 400kV double circuit 
overhead line. This will be installed from the 
proposed Loch Lundie Substation to the 
existing Fort Augustus Substation at Auchterawe.

•	 Rationalisation of sections of the existing 132kV 
Fort William and 132kV Invergarry Power Station 
OHL circuits. This will involve terminating the 
existing circuits into the new Loch Lundie 
substation to transfer their loads onto the 
new 400kV OHL between Loch Lundie and 
Fort Augustus and then dismantling the 
corresponding sections of 132kV OHLs.
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The pre-application 
consultation process

Engagement to date

In 2022 we consulted with our stakeholders in Invergarry Community Hall and Fort Augustus Village Hall explaining the need 
and the scope of this project and seeking feedback on the proposed route and alignment for the new 400kV overhead line 
(OHL) and proposed switching and substation sites. We then published our responses for both the OHL and substation elements.

​In March 2023 we submitted a Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) for each site. ​Following this submission, 2 public 
consultation events were held in April 2023 at the same venues where further feedback was gathered. ​The project team 
ensured all feedback was considered and where possible implemented to inform design refinement of our proposals.​ In 
addition, we have continued to liaise closely with a wide range of stakeholders to further help inform the projects’ design. ​

The information presented at these events, showing the location and layouts of the proposed substations, together with 
a copy of the Report on Consultation can be found under Project Documents on the project’s webpage: 
ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/coire-glas-connection-project

What we are sharing with you today

Changes to the formal pre-application consultation were 
introduced by the Scottish Government in October 2022. 
As part of these changes, a second public event must now 
take place for ‘major’ or ‘national’ scale developments 
(which are defined by legislation) before an application 
can be submitted.  Both our proposed substations for the 
Coire Glas connection are classed as ‘national’ scale 
developments and so fall under this new requirement.

The purpose of this event is for us to share the feedback 
and comments we have received throughout the 
pre-application consultation process, together with 
our responses, and to demonstrate how these have 
been addressed. We aim to show where comments will 
be addressed in the planning applications, or, where 
they can’t, provide an explanation.

We would like to confirm that comments made to SSEN 
Transmission through the pre-application consultation 
process are not representations to The Highland Council. 
When SSEN Transmission submit the planning applications 
there will be an opportunity to make representations on 
those applications to The Highland Council.

This consultation specifically relates to our Proposal of Application Notices for the 
proposed Coire Glas switching station and Loch Lundie substation.​
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A quick reminder of the proposals

Coire Glas switching station

A 400kV switching station is being proposed in the 
Glengarry forest area to connect the consented Coire 
Glas Pumped Storage Scheme’s underground cables 
to the national grid. The platform will be approximately
270m x 120m in size and will comprise both an SSEN 
Transmission compound and a separate compound for
the Coire Glas developer.

Loch Lundie 400/132kV substation

The proposed new 400kV/132kV Loch Lundie Substation 
allows us to connect Coire Glas whilst rationalising the 
existing 132kV OHLs from Fort William and Invergarry 
Power Station. These circuits will be diverted into the 
proposed substation and will connect to the new 400kV 
OHL to Fort Augustus. The corresponding sections of the 
existing 132kV OHLs can then be decommissioned and 
removed. The Substation will contain two transformers 
and will be approximately 434m x 320m in size.

Coire Glas switching station 
PAN boundary plan

Coire Glas switching station 
indicative layout

Loch Lundie substation indicative layout

Loch Lundie substation 
red line boundaryCoire Glas 400kV switching station: 

technical considerations 

The location has been developed in coordination with Coire 
Glas Pumped Hydro Storage Ltd. and allows for additional 
project specific technical constraints to be accommodated. 
However, again a choice of locations was considered and 
subjected to assessment against our selection criteria.

It is anticipated that traffic for the construction and operation 
of the switchiing station would reach site via two main 
access routes. Access to the switching station would be via 
the existing forestry track network via the A87, then onto the 
existing forestry access track network. This network of tracks 
would also be utilised for its construction and maintenance 
of the section of new overhead line in this area.

The existing access track network to the northwest of 
Invergarry will be utilised for access for construction and 
maintenance and we will aim as far as is practicable to 
share access with Coire Glas Pumped Hydro Storage Ltd.

In order to meet our RIO-T2 Sustainability targets SSEN-T 
is not introducing any further SF6 GIS equipment onto the 
network. However, at 400kV there are as yet no available 
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alternatives approved for use on our Transmission Network 
therefore we are proposing to use AIS equipment within our 
works. Coire Glas Pumped Hydro Storage Ltd has no such 
constraint and may propose the use of GIS on their side 
of the point of connection.

The switching station includes 400kV equipment to provide 
the point of the connection for the Coire Glas Pumped 
Hydro Scheme. It will contain two control buildings: one 
will house equipment for the Developer, and one will house 
Transmission equipment.

Switching Station Compound size (including Developer’s 
compound) approx. 270m x 120m = 32,400m2.

Control Buildings are approximately 23m x 23m. Height 
is between 6 and 8m. Height of the highest equipment is 
400kV Busbar which is less than 12m.

ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/coire-glas-connection-project
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SHOWN DESIGN ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

6. AIS PLANT INFORMATION TAKEN FROM STANDARD SSE FRAMEWORK
LAYOUTS.

7. PROPOSED SSEN ONLY 400kV AIS SITE PLATFORM AREA: 17,978m² /
1.79 HECTARES.

8. CONTROL BUILDINGS INDICATIVE ONLY - DESIGN TO BE CONFIRMED.
9. 400kV TOWER INDICATIVE ONLY.
10. 400kV OHL ROUTE TO BE CONFIRMED AND POSITION AND ANGLE OF

ENTRY TO BE CONFIRMED.
11. OHL DOWNLEADS TO GANTRY TO BE DESIGNED TO MEET ALL

RESPECTIVE ELECTRICAL CLEARANCES.
17. SITE SURVEY REQUIRED TO CONFIRM GROUND LEVELS AND

SUITABILITY OF SITE.
18. OVERALL PLATFORM SIZE WILL BE DEPENDENT ON EXTENTS OF

EXISTING LAND TOPOGRAPHY, REQUIRED CUT & FILL TO ALLOW FOR
FLAT PLATFORM LEVEL AND ALLOWABLE ROAD ACCESS GRADIENT
TO SITE FROM NEAREST SUITABLE ROAD.
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NOTES:-
1. PROJECT BASED ON DRD DOC. REF. RI-XXX-DRD-0 TBC.
2. ELECTRICAL LAYOUT BASED ON SLD DRAWING NUMBER

LT95_LOCL_1117_0001.
3. FOR ELECTRICAL SECTIONS PLEASE REFER TO DRAWING

NUMBER LT95_LOCL_1104_0008.
4. ALL EQUIPMENT SHOWN TO BE FINALISED AND CONFIRMED BY

ENGINEER/DESIGN TEAM AND UNTIL DONE SO ALL ASPECTS OF
THE SHOWN DESIGN ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

5. AIS PLANT INFORMATION TAKEN FROM STANDARD SSE
FRAMEWORK LAYOUTS.

6. PROPOSED SGT TAKEN FROM TAMINI SINGLE PHASE
TRANSFORMER; 400/132/33KV, 480MVA; ONAN/ONAF; 50HZ;
YNA0D11. NO DRAWING NUMBER ISSUED - STANDARD TENDER
DRAWING ONLY.

7. ALL DELTA TERTIARY CONNECTIONS SHOWN INDICATIVELY AND
CONNECTION TO EARTIHING TRANSFORMER TO BE MADE BY
CABLES EXTERNALLY. ALL TERTIARY CONNECTIONS TO BE MADE
VIA CABLE BOXES. 10m AREA LEFT FOR CABLE AREA.

8. EARTHING/AUXILIARY TRANSFORMER CONNECTED VIA CABLE
BOXES.

9. FIRE DAMAGE ZONE CALCULATED AS PER NGTS 3.1.3. ISSUE 2,
JANUARY 2013.

10. PROPOSED 400kV AIS SITE PLATFORM AREA 137,025m²
/13.70HECTARES.

11. ALL DIMENSIONS GIVEN IN MILLIMETRES (mm) U.N.O.
12. 400kV TOWERS SHOWN ARE TAKEN FROM SSE STANDARD

LIBRARY, BASED ON 400kV BEAULY-DENNY TOWERS.
13. 132kV TOWERS SHOWN ARE TAKEN FROM SSE STANDARD

LIBRARY BASED ON L4 TERMINAL TOWERS USED ON STANDARD
CABLE SEALING END COMPOUNDS.

14. RING ROAD USED FOR TRANSFORMER DELIVERY ROUTE BUT
DEPENDENT ON MAIN ACCESS GATE POSITION AND
TRANSFORMER VEHICLE THEN RING ROAD COULD BE REDUCED.
25m RADIUS USED ON ROAD CORNERS IN ORDER TO MITIGATE A
TRANSFORMER DELIVERY VEHICLE.

15. PV PANEL AND INVERTER SIZES, CAPACITY REQUIRED AND
LOCATION ALL STILL TO BE CONFIRMED.

16. CONTRACTOR TO INSTALL FUTURE CABLE CIRCUIT DUCTS
UNDER ROADS NOW TO PREVENT ROAD CLOSURE IN FUTURE.

17. COLOUR OF PROPOSED BUILDINGS TO BE VANDYKE BROWN.
18. STAND-BY GENERATOR SIZE AND FINAL LOCATION TO BE

DETERMINED BY CONTRACTOR ONE CONTRACT AWARDED.
19. SITE SURVEY REQUIRED TO CONFIRM GROUND LEVELS AND

SUITABILITY OF SITE.
20. OVERALL PLATFORM SIZE WILL BE DEPENDENT ON EXTENTS OF

EXISTING LAND TOPOGRAPHY, REQUIRED CUT & FILL TO ALLOW
FOR FLAT PLATFORM LEVEL AND ALLOWABLE ROAD ACCESS
GRADIENT TO SITE FROM NEAREST SUITABLE ROAD.

21. MEWP ACCESS IS SHOWN TENTATIVE AND SHALL BE UPDATED
BASED ON FUTURE MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS.

22. NUMBER AND TYPE OF POST INSULATORS SHALL BE BASED ON
THE DETAILED DESIGN.

23. LOCATION AND ORIENTATION OF OHL TOWERS 28 AND 29 ARE
INDICATIVE AND SHOWN FOR INFORMATION ONLY.

24. PHASE COLOURS SHOWN ARE ARBITRARY AT THIS STAGE AND
CORRECT PHASING TO BE CLARIFIED AT LATER STAGE IN
PROJECT.

25. ALL CLEARANCES AS PER SP-NET-SST-501 SHALL BE
MAINTAINED.

LEGEND:-
SGT SUPER GRID TRANSFORMER
ET EARTHING TRANSFORMER
NER NEUTRAL EARTHING RESISTOR
ESW EARTH SWITCH
DISC DISCONNECTOR (RCP)
PD PANTOGRAPH DISCONNECTOR
CB LT CIRCUIT BREAKER LIVE TANK
CT CURRENT TRANSFORMER
CVT CAPACITIVE VOLTAGE TRANSFORMER
SA SURGE ARRESTER
CSE CABLE SEALING END
MK MARSHALLING KIOSK
PI POST INSULATOR
HPI HIGH LEVEL POST INSULATOR
MPI MEDIUM LEVEL POST INSLUATOR
FDZ FIRE DAMAGE ZONE
DG DIESEL GENERATOR
AVR AUTOMATIC VOLTAGE REGULATOR
PV PHOTO VOLTAIC SOLAR PANELS

PROPOSED EQUIPMENT
FUTURE EQUIPMENT
CABLE TRENCHES
PROPOSED FENCE
PROPOSED ROAD
PROPOSED PLATFORM

PRELIMINARY DESIGN ONLY
NOT TO BE USED FOR

CONSTRUCTION

Rev:

Checked:

Drawn: Approved:

Date:

Description:

00
PMR

SM

DS

12.04.23

APPROVED FOR FIRST ISSUE

SUBSTATION MINIMUM ELECTRICAL CLEARANCES
REQUIREMENTS TO BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SSE SUBSTATION DESIGN SPECIFICATION DOC No. SP-SST-NET-501.

REF CLEARANCE (mm)
NOMINAL SYSTEM VOLTAGE

400kV 275kV 132kV 33kV

E PHASE TO EARTH 2800 2100 1200 500

Ph PHASE TO PHASE 3600 2400 1400 430

S DESIGN CLEARANCE FOR SAFETY 5500 4800 3500 2900

SD SAFETY DISTANCE 3100 2400 1400 800

Ds WORKING & ACCESS CLEARANCE (VERTICAL) 5200 4500 3500 2900

Dsh WORKING & ACCESS CLEARANCE (HORIZONTAL) 4600 3900 2900 2300

IH INSULATION  HEIGHT (PEDESTRIAN ACCESS) 2400 2400 2400 2400
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NOTES:-
1. PROJECT BASED ON DRD DOC. REF. RI-XXX-DRD-0 TBC.
2. ELECTRICAL LAYOUT BASED ON SLD DRAWING NUMBER

LT95_LOCL_1117_0001.
3. FOR ELECTRICAL SECTIONS PLEASE REFER TO DRAWING

NUMBER LT95_LOCL_1104_0008.
4. ALL EQUIPMENT SHOWN TO BE FINALISED AND CONFIRMED BY

ENGINEER/DESIGN TEAM AND UNTIL DONE SO ALL ASPECTS OF
THE SHOWN DESIGN ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

5. AIS PLANT INFORMATION TAKEN FROM STANDARD SSE
FRAMEWORK LAYOUTS.

6. PROPOSED SGT TAKEN FROM TAMINI SINGLE PHASE
TRANSFORMER; 400/132/33KV, 480MVA; ONAN/ONAF; 50HZ;
YNA0D11. NO DRAWING NUMBER ISSUED - STANDARD TENDER
DRAWING ONLY.

7. ALL DELTA TERTIARY CONNECTIONS SHOWN INDICATIVELY AND
CONNECTION TO EARTIHING TRANSFORMER TO BE MADE BY
CABLES EXTERNALLY. ALL TERTIARY CONNECTIONS TO BE MADE
VIA CABLE BOXES. 10m AREA LEFT FOR CABLE AREA.

8. EARTHING/AUXILIARY TRANSFORMER CONNECTED VIA CABLE
BOXES.

9. FIRE DAMAGE ZONE CALCULATED AS PER NGTS 3.1.3. ISSUE 2,
JANUARY 2013.

10. PROPOSED 400kV AIS SITE PLATFORM AREA 137,025m²
/13.70HECTARES.

11. ALL DIMENSIONS GIVEN IN MILLIMETRES (mm) U.N.O.
12. 400kV TOWERS SHOWN ARE TAKEN FROM SSE STANDARD

LIBRARY, BASED ON 400kV BEAULY-DENNY TOWERS.
13. 132kV TOWERS SHOWN ARE TAKEN FROM SSE STANDARD

LIBRARY BASED ON L4 TERMINAL TOWERS USED ON STANDARD
CABLE SEALING END COMPOUNDS.

14. RING ROAD USED FOR TRANSFORMER DELIVERY ROUTE BUT
DEPENDENT ON MAIN ACCESS GATE POSITION AND
TRANSFORMER VEHICLE THEN RING ROAD COULD BE REDUCED.
25m RADIUS USED ON ROAD CORNERS IN ORDER TO MITIGATE A
TRANSFORMER DELIVERY VEHICLE.

15. PV PANEL AND INVERTER SIZES, CAPACITY REQUIRED AND
LOCATION ALL STILL TO BE CONFIRMED.

16. CONTRACTOR TO INSTALL FUTURE CABLE CIRCUIT DUCTS
UNDER ROADS NOW TO PREVENT ROAD CLOSURE IN FUTURE.

17. COLOUR OF PROPOSED BUILDINGS TO BE VANDYKE BROWN.
18. STAND-BY GENERATOR SIZE AND FINAL LOCATION TO BE

DETERMINED BY CONTRACTOR ONE CONTRACT AWARDED.
19. SITE SURVEY REQUIRED TO CONFIRM GROUND LEVELS AND

SUITABILITY OF SITE.
20. OVERALL PLATFORM SIZE WILL BE DEPENDENT ON EXTENTS OF

EXISTING LAND TOPOGRAPHY, REQUIRED CUT & FILL TO ALLOW
FOR FLAT PLATFORM LEVEL AND ALLOWABLE ROAD ACCESS
GRADIENT TO SITE FROM NEAREST SUITABLE ROAD.

21. MEWP ACCESS IS SHOWN TENTATIVE AND SHALL BE UPDATED
BASED ON FUTURE MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS.

22. NUMBER AND TYPE OF POST INSULATORS SHALL BE BASED ON
THE DETAILED DESIGN.

23. LOCATION AND ORIENTATION OF OHL TOWERS 28 AND 29 ARE
INDICATIVE AND SHOWN FOR INFORMATION ONLY.

24. PHASE COLOURS SHOWN ARE ARBITRARY AT THIS STAGE AND
CORRECT PHASING TO BE CLARIFIED AT LATER STAGE IN
PROJECT.

25. ALL CLEARANCES AS PER SP-NET-SST-501 SHALL BE
MAINTAINED.

LEGEND:-
SGT SUPER GRID TRANSFORMER
ET EARTHING TRANSFORMER
NER NEUTRAL EARTHING RESISTOR
ESW EARTH SWITCH
DISC DISCONNECTOR (RCP)
PD PANTOGRAPH DISCONNECTOR
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CVT CAPACITIVE VOLTAGE TRANSFORMER
SA SURGE ARRESTER
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MK MARSHALLING KIOSK
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HPI HIGH LEVEL POST INSULATOR
MPI MEDIUM LEVEL POST INSLUATOR
FDZ FIRE DAMAGE ZONE
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AVR AUTOMATIC VOLTAGE REGULATOR
PV PHOTO VOLTAIC SOLAR PANELS
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SUBSTATION MINIMUM ELECTRICAL CLEARANCES
REQUIREMENTS TO BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SSE SUBSTATION DESIGN SPECIFICATION DOC No. SP-SST-NET-501.

REF CLEARANCE (mm)
NOMINAL SYSTEM VOLTAGE

400kV 275kV 132kV 33kV

E PHASE TO EARTH 2800 2100 1200 500

Ph PHASE TO PHASE 3600 2400 1400 430

S DESIGN CLEARANCE FOR SAFETY 5500 4800 3500 2900
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Dsh WORKING & ACCESS CLEARANCE (HORIZONTAL) 4600 3900 2900 2300

IH INSULATION  HEIGHT (PEDESTRIAN ACCESS) 2400 2400 2400 2400
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3PIECES OF 
FEEDBACK

What you told us at the 
public events in April 2023

Following the submission of the Planning-Application Notices (PAN) in March 2023 
(one for the Coire Glas Switching Station and one for the Loch Lundie Substation), 
the first of two rounds of PAN events were held at Invergarry Community Hall on 
Tuesday 25th April and Fort Augustus Village Hall on Wednesday 26th April. A total 
of 31 attendees attended over the 2 days, 19 at Invergarry and 12 at Fort Augustus.​

During the 4-week feedback period which closed on 
26th May 2026, 3 pieces of feedback were received. Two 
feedback forms related to both the Coire Glas switching 
station and Loch Lundie substation with comments the 
exact same for both sites. The third piece of feedback 
was received as an email. The three relevant pieces of 
feedback commented on the construction phases which 
was where their concerns were focused The feedback 
box below is reflective of the questions on the feedback 
forms for both the switching station and substation.​

For these second round of PAN events we are now 
sharing the project information, feedback and our 
responses following the April events.​

2 submitted 
via website

All 3 commented
on the project’s 
contruction phases

1 submitted 
via email

Below provides a summary of responses and our feedback to these.

Feedback Response

The feedback stated that the project 
documents had good detail and summary. 

We were pleased to receive this as we strive to 
provide as much information as possible at each 
event to allow the public to fully understand the 
extent of what is being proposed.

We were pleased to hear that the proposed 
developments are considered to be appropriate. 
As explained, we have undergone an extensive 
site selection process taking into account 
environmental, planning and engineering 
considerations to ensure an appropriate site 
was chosen and the layout rationalised.

ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/coire-glas-connection-project
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Comments expressed by a local tourism business 
expressed concerns about construction noise and 
disruption during the construction phase, which 
included concerns about ensuring access is available 
to walking/cycling routes. The visual impact of 
a new line.

Comments stated that the business would suffer 
less of an impact if work was carried out off-season 
(Oct-April).

The feedback emailed in stated that they do not 
have any issues, concerns or queries about the 
proposed site location or layout of either the 
Coire Glas switching station or the Loch Lundie 
substation. The comments included were relevant 
to the construction phase of the project about 
access for walkers, cyclists. In the case of the Coire 
Glas switching station part of the access route to 
be used for the construction of the switching 
station itself uses an existing access track which 
will be shared with walkers on Cape Wrath Trail/
Scottish National Trail. In the case of Loch Lundie 
substation, part of the proposed access to be used 
for construction uses an existing access track which 
will be shared with walkers/cyclists on the Great 
Glen Way and requested shared useage for each.

Comments requested that contractors and 
sub-contractors work within agreed hours/
noise limits.

We acknowledge concerns about disturbance caused 
during construction. The Contractor will produce a 
noise management plan to ensure noise is managed 
and minimised. This plan will provide for local 
community engagement on any noisy activities, 
working hours and any out of hours working (which 
would need agreed with The Highland Council’s 
Environmental Health Officers). The project will also 
provide an Outdoor Access Plan which will ensure 
rights of way are maintained during construction. 
With regards to the visual impact of the new OHL, 
the application was accompanied by a full Landscape 
& Visual assessment, including the production 
of photo montages. Our routeing process has 
chosen a route which uses an existing OHL corridor 
coming into Fort Augustus and designed in a 
rationalisation of existing infrastructure between 
the Loch Lundie substation and Fort Augustus. It is 
hoped that the removal of existing lines in the area 
will help to offset any visual impacts from the new 
OHL. The OHL is part of a separate Section 37 
application and does not form part of these planning 
application proposals.

This is a good point and our construction
programmes are designed to allow work to progress 
around seasonal constraints. This will include 
employing a team of ecologists to undertake 
pre-construction surveys during the breeding season 
and scheduling works like tree clearance during the 
Autumn and Winter periods. The project will also 
provide an Outdoor Access Plan which will ensure 
rights of way are maintained during construction. 

Working hours for the project will be agreed with 
The Highland Council through the planning process 
and will be incorporated into the contractual 
requirements for our contractors. Any out of hours 
working would be kept to a minimum and would 
need to be agreed in advance with The Highland 
Council’s Environmental Health Officer. The project 
team would notify neighbours and the local 
community through regular updates ahead of any 
additional works.
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Project layout
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Timeline and next steps

March 2023
•	 Submission of the Section 

37 application to the ECU 
for overhead line.

March 2023
•	 Proposal of Application Notices 

(PAN) submitted to The Highland 
Council for Coire Glas switching 
station and Loch Lundie substation.

May – September 2023

•	 Spring/Summer 2023 - Review 
of feedback; further refinement 
of design and layout of both 
proposals; and progression of EIA.

Autumn 2023 – Spring 2024
•	 Determination of the 

planning applications by 
The Highland Council.

26th May 2023

•	 Deadline for comments 
•	 for the first PAN events.

August 2023

•	 Final ‘feedback’ PAN public 
consultation events for the 
proposed switching station 
and substation.

Autumn 2023

•	 Submission of planning 
applications to The Highland 
Council for the proposed 
switching station and substation.
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Sally Cooper
Community Liaison Manager

sally.cooper@sse.com

+44 (0) 7918 470281

Sally Cooper
Scottish and Southern 
Electricity Networks, 
10 Henderson Road, 
Inverness, IV1 1SN

Without the valuable feedback gathered during all of our engagements we would be unable to 
progress these projects with a balanced approach. Feedback gathered during all our engagement 
has been very useful and has helped inform our proposals and final planning applications.​

Our project development team will be carrying out the final refinements and environmental assessments for both the proposed 
switching station and substation.

Following these final public events the Pre-Application Consultation Report will be produced and shared on the project web page,
it will also form part of the 2 separate planning application submissions which will be in Autumn 2023. 

Comments made to SSEN Transmission are not representations to The Highland Council. When SSEN Transmission submit the 
planning applications there will be an opportunity to make representations on the applications to The Highland Council. 
A pre-application consultation report outlining the consultation process will accompany each future Planning Application.

What happens now?

Additional information

Information will also be made available via the project 
webpage and social media channels:

Project website:
ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/
project-map/coire-glas-connection-project

Follow us on Facebook:
@ssencommunity

Follow us on Twitter:
@ssetransmission
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Notes


