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Connections Reform: Evidence Submission and 
Queue Formation

• The Gate 2 evidence window for the Gate 2 to the Whole 
Queue (G2tWQ) exercise is open, with submission through 
NESO and DNO’s evidence portals.  These will close in 
August (exact date to be confirmed)

• Support is available through the NESO’s Evidence 
Submission Handbook, the FAQs list on the NESO’s website, 
and through their webinars

• NESO is responsible for assessing evidence and for queue 
formation

• Information as to how NESO will form the connections queue 
can be found in the published Connections Network Design 
Methodology (CNDM)

• Our role as a TO will begin once the evidence window closes 
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Connections Reform: our role as a TO in the Gate 2 to 
the Whole Queue Process 

Proactively engage with customers in relation to updated TOCOs, once developed

Issue revised TOCOs to NESO, based on Gate 2 projects

Review and assess applications for advanced connection dates

On receipt of details of Gate 2 projects from NESO, TOs will undertake power system 

studies based on Gate 2 projects 

TOCO - Transmission Owner Construction Offer
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Submission of Modification Applications (Mod Apps)

Within the new connections process, Mod Apps are divided into 2 categories:

• Those that need to be submitted during an Application Window (‘Gated 
Modification Applications’) and will only be processed during this window 
and offer run; and 

• Those that can be submitted and processed at any time and do not have 
to wait for an open Application Window (‘Non-Gated Modification 
Applications’)

• The NESO has published guidance to help customers understand what type of 
Modifications fall into the ‘Gated Modification Application’ category. This is 
available on the NESO’s website

• Mod Apps can be submitted by customers once a signed Gate 2 contract is in 
place, either through the Gated or Non-Gated route outlined above

• The date of the first application window (for Mod Apps and new applications) 
is expected to be at the end of 2025 (date to be confirmed) 

Next Steps in Connections Reform 

https://www.neso.energy/document/360456/download


Jordan Deigan 

Senior Investment Planning Manager
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System Planning Overview

▪ Radial

▪ Sole Use and TCA 

Assets 

▪ Typical asset ratings of 

<120MVA

▪ Typical TEC <50MW 

▪ Individual GSP

▪ Radial and meshed

▪ Predominantly Shared 

Use Assets

▪ Typical asset ratings of 

<240MVA 

▪ Typical TEC <300MW 

▪ Rural network 

supplying GSP 

clusters

▪ Typically meshed

▪ Predominantly Shared 

Use Assets 

▪ Typical asset ratings of 

>780MVA

▪ Typical TEC >500MW 

▪ Bulk system transfers 

  

33/132kV

132kV

275kV & 400KV

Next Steps in Connections Reform 

2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 …

Strategic Demand

Shared Use Works required?

Gate 2 Criteria 

CP30 Alignment 

Protected

Main Integrated 

Transmission 

System

(MITS) 

Demand

Grid Supply Point Works 

required?
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Connection Reform – 
From Policy to Network Implementation

Connections Network Design 

Methodology (CNDM)
CNDM Blocks diagram

Construction Planning 

Assumptions (CPA)
Scenario Dispatch

Connect & Manage 

(CUSC 13) 
Works categorisation 

NETS SQSS System design CP2030
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Works required for Full NETS SQSS Compliance

Required Enabling Works

‘Local Works’ NETS SQSS 

Section 2 & 3

‘Wider Works’ 

NETS SQSS 

Section 4

‘Enabling Works’ ‘Wider Works’

Works required to facilitate your connection

Defining your connection date and alignment with 
our investment plans

Next Steps in Connections Reform 
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Customer Connection Journey

Offer Development Delivery ConnectedPre-Application  
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Call held
Call arranged 
with customer 

CX contacts 
customer with 

expected 
timescale for 

OIP call

Timescales for 
CPA zones and 
2030 and 2031-
25 established

Email issued to 
all confirmed 

Gate 2 to advise 
CRM will be in 

touch to arrange 
OIP call

Email issued to 
all confirmed 

Gate 1 projects 
from CRM to 
acknowledge

CX identify 
customer 
contact

Validation check 
concluded

Batched 
applications 

received

G2TWQ Engagement – 
Offer Information Process (OIP)

Direct Transmission Connections
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CX - Customer Experience Department



Call held
Call arranged 
with customer 

& SHEPD 

CX contacts 
customer and 

SHEPD to 
offer OIP call 
with expected 

timescale

Embedded 
project 

identified with 
impacted 
change

Timescales for 
CPA zones 

and 2030 and 
2031-25 

established

CX identify 
customer 
contact

Validation 
check 

concluded

Batched 
applications 

received

G2TWQ Engagement – 
Offer Information Process (OIP)

Embedded Connections
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CX - Customer Experience Department
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Useful links to further information

NESO’s

Evidence 

Submission Handbook 

and

Addendum

NESO’s

 Connections Reform 

FAQs

Clean Power 30 

Action Plan

Connections Network 

Design Methodology

Our Customer Connections web pages

Thank you for joining us today

https://www.neso.energy/document/361056/download
https://www.neso.energy/document/361056/download
https://www.neso.energy/document/364366/download
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.neso.energy%2Fdocument%2F364356%2Fdownload&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.neso.energy%2Fdocument%2F364356%2Fdownload&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-power-2030-action-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-power-2030-action-plan
https://www.neso.energy/document/359781/download
https://www.neso.energy/document/359781/download
https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/customer-connections/


Thank you
Contact us:

TransmissionCustomerRelationship@sse.com
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