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Executive Summary 

This Eligibility Letter, under Special Licence Condition (SpC) 3.18 within our Transmission Licence, sets 
out our request for Ofgem approval of the needs case and preferred option for the  

   , and to set a PCD covering Pre-Construction Funding by amending SpC 
3.15. In support of the project, SSEN Transmission (SSENT) is requesting an additional PCF allowance 
of  under SpC 3.15. The estimated project cost is . 

At RIIO-T3 final determination Ofgem decided that the needs case for SSEN-Transmission   
  including   is justified as these works are required for compliance 

and have been confirmed as needed via the NESO. Furthermore, Ofgem considered that the 
optioneering was partially justified as there were concerns around the scope of works planned. Ofgem’s 
view was that this investment was partially justified on the basis of the chosen   

        . 

Without approval of the preferred option, and subsequent release of Pre-Construction Funding, we are 
unable to progress this project. The reactive compensation is required for multiple drivers in the area 
including supporting operation of the       

                
 condition and the UK government Clean Power plan and associated connections.  

This Eligibility Letter represents the detailed, multi-disciplinary optioneering work undertaken since the 
February 2025 submission and our response to Ofgem’s Draft Determinations for RIIO-T3. Its purpose 
is to demonstrate how the optimal solution has been identified to meet the approved system need. The 
need has already been approved by Ofgem at Final Determinations. 

              
     This analysis ensures compliance     
  in accordance with the National Electricity Transmission System Security and Quality of 

Supply Standard (NETS SQSS).           
          to ensure compliance with NETS 

SQSS voltage limits.             
        It was acknowledged that further optioneering 

would be necessary to determine the most effective and efficient solution.  

In reviewing viable options for the location of the      
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The proposed solutions are Pre-Approval of Solutions by Engineering (PASE) Primary options, as we 
have received letters of support from the National Energy System Operator (NESO). However, the 

   for the     . This document contains 
extensive optioneering and justification for the progressed solution.  

The Need is clear and the Option is justified therefore the project should be placed in Track 2.  We 

ask that Ofgem: 

• Confirm eligibility for the LR 

• Confirm Track 2 pathway for regulatory funding, progressing straight to Project Assessment 

• Amend SpC 3.15 Pre-Construction Funding in line with the Final Determination decision of 

  

• Confirm that an ITA   will not apply 

This submission is made in accordance with Special Licence Condition (SpC) 3.15 (“Pre-Construction 
Funding Re-opener and Price Control Deliverable”) of SSEN-T’s Licence. The content within this 
submission is aligned to the requirements in Ofgem’s “Re-opener Guidance and Application 
Requirements Document Version 4” (dated 28th October 2025). 

We are applying to Ofgem for a direction to amend the outputs and associated allowances in Appendix 
2 of SpC 3.15 of our Licence. This is permissible in respect of new Load Re-opener Outputs. SSEN-T 
may apply to the Authority for a direction amending the outputs, delivery dates, or associated 
allowances by submitting an Eligibility Letter for the relevant Load Re-opener as set out in Part D of 
Special Condition 3.18 Load Re-opener and Price Control Deliverable (LRt). 
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1.  Introduction 

This Eligibility Letter sets our request for Ofgem approval of the needs case and preferred option for 
the    solution at        

   and setting of a PCD covering Pre-Construction Funding.  

As part of its statutory and Transmission Licence obligations, SSEN Transmission has several duties 
including: 

• The development and maintenance of an efficient, coordinated and economical system of 
electricity transmission,    

• To facilitate competition in the supply and generation of electricity, and    

• Plan the network in accordance with the NETS SQSS to ensure that the security of the 
network is maintained as the demand and/or generation connections change over time.    

This investment will ensure continued safe, secure, and reliable operation of the SSEN Transmission 

network and contribute to UK Net Zero and Clean Power 2030 targets. 

This Eligibility Letter is a follow up to the        

submitted in our Clean Power 2030 Supplementary submission in February 2025, and the addendum 

submission in response to Draft Determinations and the addendum submitted in April 2026.  

At RIIO-T3 final determination Ofgem decided that the needs case for   
   including   is justified as these works are required for 

compliance and have been confirmed as needed via the NESO. Furthermore, Ofgem considered that 
the optioneering was partially justified as there were concerns around the scope of works planned. 
Ofgem’s view was that this investment was partially justified on the basis of the   

             

2.  Regulatory Treatment 

2.1. Pre-Construction Funding 

This submission is made in accordance with Special Licence Condition (SpC) 3.15 (“Pre-Construction 
Funding Re-opener and Price Control Deliverable”) of SSENT’s Licence. The content within this 
submission is aligned to the requirements in Ofgem’s “Re-opener Guidance and Application 
Requirements Document Version 4” (dated 28th October 2025). 

We are applying to Ofgem for a direction to amend the outputs and associated allowances in 
Appendix 2 of SpC 3.15 of our Licence. This is permissible in respect of new Load Re-opener 
Outputs. SSEN-T may apply to the Authority for a direction amending the outputs, delivery dates, or 
associated allowances by submitting an Eligibility Letter for the relevant Load Re-opener as set out in 
Part D of Special Condition 3.18 Load Re-opener and Price Control Deliverable (LRt). 

To support the    Solution, SSEN Transmission is requesting  of pre-

construction allowances in order to fully fund the development of activities necessary to reach a 

constructable solution and secure all material planning consents.  

To date, pre-construction activities have established the initial basis for the project and support its 

current outline design maturity position. These activities have included    
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2.2. Eligibility 

The     meets the LR criteria: 

• Capital expenditure exceeds  

• The projects costs are  

• The component parts are not eligible for the volume driver given that there is no shared use 

         

             

            

 

We are proposing that the phases    will be assessed through the Load 

Reopener in a  manner. We believe this is the correct regulatory funding pathway because:  

 

• It allows Ofgem to holistically assess the planned investments at   

             

              
           

                  
            

2.3. Preferred Project Track 

The preferred project track for this scheme is Track 2.        

                    

              

                 

The   is PASE compliant, with a letter for support from the National Energy System 

Operator (NESO).              

            The project has detailed 
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optioneering and in our view is the project should progress through Track 2 in order to meet delivery 

timelines. 

2.4. Major Projects Output Delivery Incentive 

The project does not meet the criteria for application of a Major Projects ODI. The works are not 

boundary transfer related and their sole purpose is to provide stability solutions to the network. As this 

project is not part of the CSNP (Centralised Strategic Network Plan) the NESO will not be developing 

an Optimal Delivery Date (ODD) as there are no constraint costs associated with the development of 

these schemes. 

2.5. Independent Technical Advisor (ITA) 

It is our view that the appointment of an Independent Technical Advisor would not provide any benefit 

to the consumer.  

Although there are novel elements to the solutions, including the requirement for    at 

 these projects have achieved need confirmation via the RIIO-T3 Final Determinations 

and have a letter of support from the NESO.  

We see no need for an ITA to assess the solutions being presented as part of this eligibility letter as 

there is limited consumer risk. All aspects of the project are in line with standard engineering and 

technical practises on the transmission network. Therefore, the schemes are not complex.  

2.6. Interactions with ASTI 
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3. .  Needs Case 

3.1. Justification of Need 

At RIIO-T3 final determination Ofgem decided that the needs case for SSEN-Transmission  
   including   is justified as these works are required for 

compliance and have been confirmed as needed via the NESO, we have attached NESO letter as 
appendix H.  

           
            

              
              

                
   

 
                

               
                 

        
 

      

       

      
 
In addition to the above   , further analysis was carried out by SSEN 
Transmission network to understand the need for  . This is included in separate EJP 
Lite  
 

              
              

 
 

                
              

               
                

 
 

              
             

3.2. Identified Need  
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In the RIIO-3 final determinations Ofgem determined the needs case was justified.   

3.3. Project Benefits 

              
               
                

             

3.4. Economic Benefits 

This project will stimulate economic activity in         , as 

well as throughout the rest of Scotland and the UK through its supply chain interactions. The north of 

Scotland is rich in natural resources crucial to renewable power generation, making it well placed to 

benefit from the Just Transition.  

As part of our Pathway to 2030 programme SSEN Transmission is making significant investments to 

reinforce the grid and connect new renewable generation. Like most of the north of Scotland, the 

 area is                

               

                     

              

              

           

Our projects are also expected to unlock over         

           

4.  Optioneering 

4.1. Environmental Considerations and Stakeholder Engagement 

Environmental Considerations 

There are numerous environmental features within the area of . An environmental impact 

assessment was submitted as part of           

      The features identified in that report included: woodland, 

protected species, archaeological features and watercourses. A further full assessment will be 

undertaken as we progress towards planning submission for the   

As the project progresses through development, environmental considerations at the   will 
be assessed. Environmental impacts are anticipated to be limited to noise and traffic, as the  

 will be accommodated within the existing  . 
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4.3. Asset and technology optioneering 
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7.4. Interactive Projects 

               

           

    

               

                

          

                 

                

                 

                

  

                

            

            

               

            

             

               

     

8.  Conclusion & Next Steps 

                

     

The need has been previously justified by Ofgem at Final Determinations and by a letter of support 

from the NESO.  

We have undertaken a detailed optioneering assessment and our preferred solution is the most 

economic and efficient option and presents significant value for money to the end consumer. Our 

preferred solution satisfies the NETS SQSS and all relevant technical requirements while remained 

deliverable. 

Our preconstruction activities will develop these projects to the point which they can be consented 

and derisk the design and construction programme such that delivery timelines can be met. 

The need is clear and the option is justified therefor the project should be placed in Track 2. 

• Confirm eligibility for the LR 

• Confirm Track 2 pathway for regulatory funding, progressing straight to Project Assessment 

• Amend SpC 3.15 Pre-Construction Funding in line with the Final Determination decision of 

  

• Confirm that an ITA   will not apply 
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