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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides
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https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2023-02/Guidance-Peatland-Action-Peatland-Condition-Assessment-Guide-A1916874.pdf
https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/guidelines-for-selection-of-sssis/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/advising-peatland-carbon-rich-soils-and-priority-peatland-habitats-development-management
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13157-021-01400-1
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Good

Moderate or below

Not available

Potential bog pools and / or
hummock hollow
microtopography visible,
extensive sphagnum visible

Potential peat hags, artificial
drainage, burning, cutting or
erosional features visible

No such features visible

Potential peat hags, artificial
drainage, burning, cutting or
erosional features visible

No such features

Potential bog pools and/or
hummock hollow
microtopography visible,
extensive sphagnum visible

Potential peat hags, artificial
drainage, burning, cutting or
erosional features visible

No such features

Potentially near natural

Modified, drained or actively
eroding

Modified

Modified, drained or actively
eroding

Modified

Potentially near natural

Modified, drained or actively
eroding

Modified, drained or actively
eroding

Site visit
necessary

No site visit
required

No site visit
required

No site visit
required

Site visit
required

No site visit
required

No site visit
required
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This habitat is in a modified condition,

predominantly due to the presence of

significant grazing pressure evidenced
in the vegetation structure, as well as

scattered conifers re-seeding from the
nearby conifer plantation.

The potential near-natural features
observed during the desk-based
assessment were found to be surface
water features formed as a result of
local topography and did not indicate
near-natural peat habitat.
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This habitat is in a modified condition.
The vegetation structure indicated
significant grazing pressure and
scattered conifers were present, re-
seeded from the nearby conifer
plantation. Some evidence of historic
peat cutting was also observed.

The potential near-natural features
observed during the desk-based
assessment were found to be surface
water features formed as a result of
local topography and did not indicate a
wider near-natural peat habitat,
however are likely to be locally actively-
peat forming and should be avoided by
the Proposed Development. A section
of proposed floating track passes close
to these features. The track should be
microsited to maximise distance from
these features under supervision of the
Site Environmental Clerk of Works
(ECoW).

These habitats are in a modified
condition, predominantly due to the
presence of significant grazing pressure
evidenced in the vegetation structure.
Revegetated artificial drainage was also
observed within the habitats.

The potential near-natural feature
visible on aerial photography was
identified as a shallow depression that
is retaining water as a result of local
topography. It features a rich sphagnum
assemblage and is likely to be locally
peat forming.

This habitat is in a modified condition,
predominantly due to the presence of
significant grazing pressure evidenced
in the vegetation structure, as well as
scattered conifers re-seeding from the
nearby conifer plantation. Revegetated
artificial drainage was also observed

s within the habitat.

The potential near-natural features
observed during the desk-based
assessment were found to be shallow
flush features with no significant peat
deposits, however they do contain
species rich sphagnum assemblages.
These features do not indicate near-
natural peat habitat however are
avoided by the Proposed Development
due to their ecological value.
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1 NJ 21016 Photo shows artificial drainage at the
52969 habitat boundary
Habitat is in a modified condition.
> NJ 20963 Graminoid dominated vegetation
52843 indicates significant grazing pressure on
habitat.
3 NJ 21085 Revegetated drainage channel within
52763 habitat.

Potential near natural features identified
during desk-based assessment were
flushed areas with sphagnum moss
assemblages including Sphagnum
cuspidatum / fallax, Sphagnum
denticulatum and Sphagnum
capillifolium.

These areas do not constitute near-
natural peatland but should be avoided
by the Proposed Development. The
Proposed OHL Alignment is currently to
the north and downgradient of these
features and is not likely to impact them.

4 NJ 21268
52626
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NJ 16081
51423

NJ 16191
51527

NJ 16188
51536

NJ 16936
51602

ooooooCooo

Sphagnum rich pools were encountered
at this location, formed due to the
topography situation of these pools. The
overall habitat is in a modified condition
due to grazing pressure and scattered
conifers that have re-seeded from nearby
forestry plantation.

These features are avoided by the
Proposed Development.

Evidence of historic peat cutting.

Near natural feature observed on aerial
photography identified as a wet
depression containing sphagnum moss
assemblages. The feature is within a
clearly modified landscape with
hummocky vegetation and evidence of
significant grazing pressures.

This feature does not constitute near-
natural peatland. It is also avoided by the
Proposed Development.

Potential near natural feature observed
on aerial photography identified as a wet
depression containing sphagnum moss
assemblages. The feature is within a
clearly modified landscape with
hummocky vegetation and evidence of
historic burning and grazing pressures.

This feature does not constitute near-
natural peatland. It is also avoided by the
Proposed Development.
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This area was in a clearly modified
condition with evidence of significant
grazing pressures and re-seeding of
trees from the nearby forestry plantation.

NJ 11071
47873
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