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1 Introduction

111  This Appendix presents information relevant to the Beauly to Blackhillock to New Deer to Peterhead 400 kV
Overhead Line (OHL) Project (the Proposed Development). It should be read in conjunction with the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report, specifically Chapter 12: Forestry, for full details of the Proposed
Development.

112 As part of the EIA, it has been identified that construction of the Proposed OHL Alignment and the associated
access tracks would cross several woodland areas within private or publicly owned landholdings.

113 This woodland report assesses the potential impacts of the Proposed Development on Parcel 4503. It includes
the requirements for woodland removal and management recommendations to mitigate the impact of the
woodland removal. The report provides an overview of the characteristics of the affected woodland, including
woodland composition, site conditions, soil conditions, exposure levels and existing felling approvals. The report
also provides details of existing infrastructure, and potential constraints related to forestry operations. It aims to
inform decision-making by identifying key environmental and logistical considerations associated with the
Proposed Development. Additionally, it evaluates the feasibility of timber extraction and access whilst highlighting
necessary mitigation measures to minimise disruption to the woodland ecosystem and surrounding landscape.

114 Field surveys of the woodland areas have been undertaken and have been used to determine the various
woodland characteristics, to identify the woodland removal required and recommended. This document also
sets out the area quantity hectares (ha) to be compensatory planted to ensure no net loss of woodland is
achieved.

2 Woodland Property

211 The landholding property boundaries are identified in Figure 12.1.86a: Parcel 4503 Location Map. The
woodland is a small forest block of approximately 0.31 ha completely surrounded by agricultural land. Situated
3.2 km north of Keith, within the Moray council district (NJ 436161 535172).

212 Thereis currently no infrastructure into the block and the closest unclassified U49H council road is
approximately 200 m to the east.

3 Development Requirements

3.1 400kV Overhead Line Infrastructure Requirements

311 The Study Area for this assessment initially focussed on a 100 m width either side of the centreline of the
Proposed OHL Alignment and ancillary infrastructure, where relevant, prior to the identification of an Operational
Corridor (OC). The Applicant defines the OC as the area in which it has rights to remove woodland for the
purposes of the safe construction, resilience and continued maintenance of OHLs, or protection of electrical
plant as required by the Electricity Safety, Quality and Continuity Regulations (ESQCR) 2002! and The Electricity
Act 19892. The OC is defined based on two different factors as follows:

e  The first factor in which the OC is determined is with reference to the distance at which a tree could fall and
cause damage to the OHL, resulting in a supply outage. As a result, the OC width would be based on the
safety distance required to allow for a mature tree falling towards the OHL at the mid-point on an OHL span
between two towers, taking account of topography and tree height at maturity. Standard falling distance for
a mature conifer tree is considered to be a minimum of 45 m. Where the OC passes through areas of
broadleaved woodland, it is noted that the width of woodland removal is likely to be reduced, due to the
general lower height and characteristics of the tree species present.

1 UK Gov (2002). The Electricity Safety, Quality and Continuity Regulations 2002. Available at: The Electricity Safety, Quality and Continuity Regulations 2002
2 UK Gov (1989). Electricity Act 1989. Available at: Electricity Act 1989
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e The second factor that is considered is the maximum distance that the OHL conductors can blow out from
the tower under a 1 in 50-year return period wind condition, plus the required electrical clearance distance.
This is to ensure that the OHL conductors do not come into contact with, or come close enough to, any
object that could result in an electrical clearance infringement. This conductor blowout distance varies
between each tower dependent on span length and must therefore be considered on a span-by-span basis.

312 The typical OC required within areas of commercial conifer forestry for a 400 kV OHL is 90 m (i.e. 45 m either
side of the centre line). Where the OC passes through areas of broadleaved woodland, it is proposed that the
extent of woodland removal is likely to be reduced due to the lower height of the tree species present. The OC
for the Proposed OHL Alignment through areas of broadleaved woodland has been reduced to 70 m (i.e. 35 m
either side of the centre line of the OHL). This has been based on the likely height of the woodland at maturity.
Where any woodland removal within the OC is proposed to be reduced from the 45 m either side of the line, a
site-specific assessment must be carried out to confirm that the conductor blowout does not exceed the OC
width. If the conductor blowout exceeds the OC, then the width of the OC must be increased to meet the
requirements of the blowout assessment as a minimum. This will ensure compliance with ESQCR requirements
and that the required safety clearances are maintained.

313 Aresilient OC of 90 m in width is required throughout the commercial conifer woodland within Woodland Parcel
4503 taking into account the requirements of the conductor blowout assessment. TheOC is illustrated in Figure
12.1.86b: Parcel 4503 Proposed Felling Requirement.

3.2 Access Track Route Design

321 Temporary access tracks will be created within the OC and across agricultural ground to access tower CB15-8A.

4 Woodland Characteristics

4.1 Woodland Composition and Site Conditions
411 The woodland was surveyed in January 2025. The OC will intersect a stand of mature Scots pine (SP).
412 No environmental designations apply to the woodland.

413 The ownership contains a section of the Proposed OHL Alignment between towers CB15-7A and CB15-10B. A
temporary access track is proposed to the north of the woodland through agricultural ground.

414 The forest block sits within an upland farmland landscape and is entirely surrounded by agricultural land.

415 The section of Proposed OHL Alignment is moderately exposed with a DAMS score (Detailed Aspect Method of
Scoring) of approximately 15°.

416 The Ecological Site Classification (ESC)* identifies the site as having a cool, moderately exposed and moist
climate. The soils have a fresh moisture status and very poor nutrient status

417 The National Soil Map of Scotland® indicates, the predominant soil type within the affected areas consists of
humus iron podzols. The presence of these soils suggests that the area may experience challenges related to tree
stability and growth, particularly in wetter conditions.

% Forest Research (2025). Available at: http://www.forestdss.org.uk/geoforestdss/

The Detailed Aspect Method of Scoring (DAMS) is a system used to assess wind exposure in forestry and land management. It provides a numerical score that
quantifies the level of exposure a site experiences based on factors such as elevation, topography, and aspect (the direction a slope faces). The DAMS score helps
foresters predict wind risk, which is crucial for understanding tree stability, growth potential, and the likelihood of windthrow (trees being uprooted or broken by wind)
The scoring system ranges from 0 to 24, with higher scores indicating more exposure to wind.

4 Forest Research Decision Support Tools. Ecological Site Classification. Available at: http://www forestdss.org.uk/geoforestdss/

° Scottish Government (2024). National soil map of Scotland. Available at: https://soils.environment.gov.scot/maps/soil-maps/national-soil-map-of-scotland/
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418 Thereis no forest road infrastructure in the block. Access is proposed to be created from the council road to the
east or from the property and track to the north prior to operations taking place. Timber will be extracted to the
east, onto the unclassified U51H road, before connecting to the B9017. The U51H is classed as a Consultation
Route by the Timber Transport Forum®”’.

419 Considering the quality and quantity of the material and the landform, operations can be carried out by harvester
/ forwarder combinations.

4.2 Photo Record — Operational Corridor Assessment

421 The following photographs provide a visual record of key locations along the OC. Each image illustrates existing
vegetation types, land use, and notable landscape features relevant to the planning and management of the OC.
Particular attention has been given to areas of mature woodland, natural regeneration, and locations where
proposed works may intersect with ecologically or visually sensitive habitats. The photos are intended to support
site assessments and inform mitigation strategies.

Photo 1: View from NJ 438171 5355512 looking north west towards tower CB15-8A. Showing the mature SP
woodland.

5 Windblow Risk

511 Itis acknowledged that the creation of the OC would result in wider potential indirect effects on the surrounding
woodland areas. These areas would be subject to potential increased risk of damage (windblow). Each woodland
report identifies further areas of felling to a windfirm edge, defined as ‘"Management Felling’ (categorised as an
indirect secondary impact), which is covered in more detail in the Chapter 12: Forestry in Section 12.4.
Management felling would be considered as part of any application for felling permission. This would provide
restocking as agreed with Scottish Forestry which would result in balancing the loss of woodland. Any felling
undertaken outwith the OC would be solely under the control of the relevant landowner (and not the Applicant).
It is the intention of the Applicant to encourage the landowners to follow this good practice in terms of redesign
of their current Long-Term Forest Plans, which in-turn would aim to follow UK Forestry Standard UKFS® for the
implementation of the works required.

© The Timber Transport Forum. Introduction to Agreed Routes Map. Available at: https://timbertransportforum.org.uk/agreed-routes-map/introduction-to-agreed-
routes-map/

7 Roads which are key to timber extraction but, for a variety of reasons, are not up to Agreed Route Standard. Consultation with the Local Authority is required before
any timber haulage takes place and it may be necessary to limit the amount, timing or frequency of timber haulage, or to specify lower impact vehicles to prevent
damage. All minor roads (B, C and unclassified roads) should be treated as Consultation Routes by default unless covered by one of the other categories (e.g.
Severely Restricted Route).

8 Scottish Forestry (2024). UK Forestry Standard (UKFS). Available at: https://www.forestry.gov.scot/publications/sustainable-forestry/uk-forestry-standard-ukfs
(accessed 01/05/2025)
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Considering the open grown nature of trees there is limited risk of windblow.

Woodland Management Impact

As the forest is not managed commercially, there will be no long term negative impact on woodland
management.

The infrastructure built for this section of the OHL could provide a benefit to the landowner for future forest
management as it could provide long term access. As part of construction works, dedicated crossing points and
long-term access opportunities should be discussed with the landowner(s).

The Proposed OHL Alignment furthermore introduces an electrical hazard, but the constraint associated with the
electrical hazard will be reduced by regular maintenance of the OC which will avoid the incidences of “Red Zone”
trees (reference Forest Industry Safety Accord (FISA) 804 “Electricity at Work: Forestry"®).

The total loss of Native Broadleaved woodland resulting from the proposed alignment is O hectares (ha).

Mitigation Opportunities

Woodland Mitigation Measures

No opportunities for mitigation have been identified within this ownership.

Restructuring

There are no restructuring opportunities within the woodland.

Restocking

As no management felling is recommended there will not be a restock obligation on the landowner.

Net Effect / Summary

Tables 8.1 to 8.4 outline the operational requirements for forestry management within the OC between towers
CB15-7A and CB15-10A. They detail the areas designated for clear felling, within the OCand forest design
considerations.

Table 8.1: Woodland removal for Infrastructure, within OC

Operational corridor felling Mature Conifer Woodland (90m) 0.31
Total area 0.31

Table 8.2: Compensatory Planting

Compensatory Planting Area Conifer Woodland 0.31

Total area 0.31

Table 8.3: Woodland Removal Impact of Infrastructure

v )

Total Loss of Woodland Area 0.31

° Forest Industry Safety Accord (2020), FISA 804 Electricity at Work: Forestry. Available at: https://ukfisa.com/Safety/Safety-Guides/fisa-804
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Total Compensatory Planting Area 0.31
Total Net Loss of Woodland Area 0.00

Table 8.4: Woodland removal for Management Felling, outwith OC

Management Felling 0.00
Replanting / Restocking

Opportunities 0.00

Net Loss of Woodland Area 0.00

Compensatory Planting

Only areas directly impacted by the OC will be included in the compensatory planting total, in accordance with
the Control of Woodland Removal Policy (COWRP) 0. This policy ensures that woodland loss due to
development is mitigated by appropriate replanting or regeneration efforts, but it specifically applies to areas
where tree removal is necessary for the Proposed Development. See Appendix 12.3 Compensatory Planting
Management Strategy.

Any additional felling outside the OC, such as areas cleared for windthrow management or forest design
improvements, falls under the responsibility of the landowner and is not included in the compensatory planting
requirements. Instead, these areas may be replanted under a forest plan revision or felling license at the
landowner's discretion. This approach aligns with national forestry guidelines, balancing infrastructure
development with sustainable woodland management.

The total amount of net felling requiring compensation under the CoWRPs 0.31 ha.

In order to provide a greater balance limiting long-term impacts on forestry interests it is proposed that the
majority of this woodland loss is compensated via offsite compensatory planting within the same local authority
area. It is proposed that full details of the areas subject to this offsite compensatory planting is notified to Scottish
Forestry prior to energising the Proposed OHL Alignment.

10 Forestry Commission Scotland (2009). Control of Woodland Removal Policy. Available at: https://www.forestry.gov.scot/publications/285-the-scottish-government-
s-policy-on-control-of-woodland-removal/viewdocument/285

Beauly to Blackhillock to New Deer to Peterhead 400 kV Project: EIA Report Page 6
Volume 5: Appendices - Appendix 12.1.86: Woodland Report. Parcel 4503 September 2025


https://www.forestry.gov.scot/publications/285-the-scottish-government-s-policy-on-control-of-woodland-removal/viewdocument/285

860000

859000

853000 854000 855000 856000

852000

849000

848000

858000

857000

851000

850000

847000

336000 337000 338000 339000 340000 341000 342000 343000 344000 345000 346000 347000 348000 349000 350000 351000 Le en
e 0 i ;. S o e qﬁm - R NN T o St o g d
Crasators N Vi N aass 4RI ildor | e =
" BT T ) N =t 7 T = < g l=)
Scottish & Southern 32 Hlof | & #y 4 Clashrhad Pl pd & oo S | ® Proposed Tower - 400 kV
L& ty MNetwiork #Menduff =328 & |4 e
cAt Mty Network ‘: o 2/ &) A \,_;‘ + )
E A . T A% b {* # —— Proposed OHL Alignment - 400 kV
\“;,“x&\ A LAY A e i S 5% E
A Shat A . *{'_‘ I f"l-gm:s:k?th ° Landownership Boundary/Parcel
WP PR B SN i G 5 S
P A& ‘-E.Ai ¢ A | : = A
e A 4 AERY ; @
Whitea 54
AT\ A A 2E AW At
E) 4 i | PRFNATT A Fis
; AT B & 4 % A ? 2 \K % glﬁ s
ZFTSRa & o & 24 | g5 AR
= 3 ( S0l S A ,,ﬁ o
= P e G Wi A ./ 7 8
6r§eke*llz 2]\ %514 bl A g
Moss' 4y £
ey = (4 s Vs A
X /404 S O S A
\Whiteash 4 Lt U Tl 7
o - 264% 5k Sl M &
RAire will 4 & A A Mo, R A )
T A A (4D 4 Al A A A R[S0 s A S
5 i MBS R BN Y R R Millktané HHIT s D I
CBI14.7AL RO PO P I & A A GYRTTIRS ; s 2 A 4 - Langleyio] @
A &% ‘)g‘ﬁ S s A i VAL & (4 A #1}* 4 N T"—\\ A f A gleyfo?
- BALTE | 2R A&phen d A LA A N IK 2 ] ¥ & eificks. Moss /4 0 / ( )
Qoo ip Ay Gallapispifety T L0 Sk -‘ U W ON &Ebinbmocnli / e
NV R (CB14:13B [# & ad RYATRS Dl 4 4 GO =100 A‘wf“‘ ) : 8 % BrambleBim
A ﬁ‘\‘:‘vc%%\ln fL} 2 %ff { G | : . Z o/ [ W“@\' S oF LR _< 7 ‘ 2%
v S " A . N £ LAY N ¢ o
& CB14-14A C ’1‘4_15A/\3 . —— R Herricks Ax £ Goukstoge L EIA S
Nk Nt et SR ) 2 eg.ﬂéf 2
RN Avithash D CB14;;_§{\W34(E%§ 2
B e 66 /i CBIATA
AN AN \ /@ Vo gie
P e 772 Pathshg CB14-18A\~ 2
7 TS 4L e s
CB14:19 CB14-20 174 Ny i R T ol s
» V7 Auchindesran | : : ‘ @
Upper C,BM.‘Z% 77 ) e / @©
Drakemyres g / g o PN
CB14-22 NG
. % ¥ 8, ,/ Oxyvell i ! by
{ o 3 CB14-23 ( | Birdslint
: E il " ; L % o ] @ q
® i6 Lawartt H1767 NG CBTAHIE = b > Newtad] °
A S Drakamylmrﬁi R, S : uu © [he o
PANRE 3 Rl CB_1_4—24A CB14-25A h =}
P ¥ Nrﬁ'" \TarCroys = i 214 < p
AN 1 A 2 4 Newton off, | ’ i ) [ 9
Ease YIS S e Forgie (T > MS A CB15:3 \ CB15-5 Gordon
| 2\ k" Sound M| y : CB15-1 .
‘ ,‘ Aultmore aSB122 (IcBisa : el
SV 2 158 ggilleryfe 3 b CB126CB1S7A_NcBissa fhy Bonnethill ‘ [148 Galld
IS ; o = =V \ { \
£ 7 ; ! Burné of |LAS CB15.108 ‘ A
hill > 159{1 | Fieldhead Kinminitie = A8 M o et S
\ ) 3 e - =1
: = \ Caai “B15- f laypots 0
Knawhead A R 7 Z7T\169 - CB15-11BBrae o Claypotsse i LN
z § Nofth Bogbain 7 | gm Yon, EFtDM//; L <\/ P %o’ x § \‘J}?Monlgrew /FF S Hile ©
/ “~ 7 L = > e v Glengerr: . Ly
:. N N Loanhead\zk\K N\ Newfl 35a3 ~ 134\e B 15128 Faithaigk °/t{f
5 Forgi GuiLyknowes\\\- e N J T I~ 454
136 IR < CB15:13A S /5
&,‘:? Dakenhead = 104 il b Q. )/I\GT‘_F o
2 % : = = uchifhg Clerk: ' =4
2 % Tarmoare. %l__-_ ‘1 12 e g‘C"B,ZI‘S_,Ir“A i ) ;68{ "r a
- BN BQOF & S\ Syl o & K01 D, s
% 7 144 7 & d
N = = 109 7= 9"\% GANTRY, 3AL @b AR~ Montgr 5 V=
N Crooks o & 6\, emy ~ A Vg = ="
i 20 Haughst 2 e X6\ €A i < s ‘_:'_;;:\S —sl3px |
A Sy domeE Ay 51 ==T2c3R  \GANTRY 38 &é .
o Burnsid . R X “l:f;l‘l § i iy W A
Allanbuie T Haughs of A o :
T Friy R Keith=, /0% Iy ranga 3 :
| T . \ Gpg} P &7 Cem, e ;] > - T Fomoron
3 \ ] ; rum 2
/3 ‘? i 3 3 : 1657 7, LS p |B-=0sE 47 05 =y
A Gullieshp o™ 23\ 10 Diletllodl < EL Sub Sta’ 150 RN -
- > el
(j — -Nf%\ v Bl g = KEITH o ﬁ
== = S : =] Afdimanrbeh
blv.‘ _"ﬂf— e = raima PR §
(piach e\ 124 —ho lockhebd 15, Y X =
y S X W = Hillockhead "% \ & - ®
i o W S ERN ?-Q, inNof 2% A
| 2 ola y ERUICB16-7:/
o 45 YR /4]
Widjsie! 7 S
Denhead i
s o
3 133 Douglasbrae ™ /\\é §
=§=,?,9r === T TN
*,{ Col};home / {uchartis > \ X ® Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.
L= = 4 Gibston [ Crown copyright and database right 2025 all rights reserved.
int; \} 204 Q ¢ o W1 66 Ordnance Survey Licence number 0100022432.
pant 1 h Maijns of / & XS'cr;_fin‘ga B /i‘ ' Mains of A SSEN Transmission take no responsibility for the release or accuracy of latest
o P Braldmf_innoc 143 4 P Yy \ Birkenburn I:i (x] ( 2l version Basemaps from Ordnance Survey
K /.“ £ o 1ci2 %‘]Overgﬂl S Project:
Z B tod | d o) § Beauly to Blackhillock to New Deer to Peterhead 400 kV
+Bro ' ‘N @ OHL Project
: Vi SN Enbwion 4 | 4 o Tltlei _
1:50,000 ** il of Towiell Cairds'Wood , A Figure 12.1.86a Parcel 4503 Location Map
[ A 200iside : ks ; <
' [ T e e 2 ;g : == k 4 . ‘ =S
0 1000 2000 m e Uoaeh ; ?} = o A S
A 5 / i / .
L — = X ‘ 7| Brachead & o a2 9 Prawn by: LA
——— - SO, R
. = | o o o p 3 4 1 (49 G \
| g X : Uonerl BRI 7 X ; et e \
336000 337000 338000 339000 340000 341000 342000 343000 344000 345000 346000 347000 348000 349000 350000 351000




342000

343000
g Scottish & Southern R .
Ele K ' ‘

Legend

\ ®  Proposed Tower - 400 kV
: ==
W “:‘

Proposed OHL Alignment - 400 kV
W\
\ NG
Reservolr (cot) o/ |:| Proposed Conductor Pulling Area (EPZ)
I:I 70m Operational Corridor - Broadleaved Woodland
I:I 90m Operational Corridor - Commercial Woodland
I:I Access Track 20m Buffer
§ Proposed Access Tracks
g’ f ;—"""%r: <)
o] & Brnnml;tiﬂ‘)['mﬁﬁ
— J‘ =
4 :
|
/
1
/
‘i
2,

854000

Existing Access — Upgrade — Good/Fair Condition

—

Existing Access — Upgrade — Very Poor Condition

Proposed Access — ATV or Temporary Trackway

Proposed Access — Permanent

/J \ | \ Proposed Access — Temporary
\’] ,,,,/f"T ~ Keic!'\{afr?nB";'idge Q\
\ | |

\
|

_CBI5-7A

—=—= Proposed Access — Temporary Floated

Proposed Felling Requirements
Mixed Conifer Operational Corridor Felling
Mixed Conifer Management Felling

Native Woodland Access Track Felling

\ Native Woodland Survey Scotland (NWSS)
Hill of Brae '\ \ ~ ] Landownership Boundary/Parcel
— *474m | \ 3 \\
A
\ \\\\ f/{
s \\“\‘J_ J i{
o s S i
(=33 :T -
0 T
LN
w =

[ e

Bl

4
853000

&
&
L

" \\Market Place

< © ."{\.Recreamn L
Y 3% 7 \Gr
\ s
N
/O
% \k
knowes S
NN\
W\
h —
\

I o /

-

S
R

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.
Crown copyright and database right 2025 all rights reserved.
Ordnance Survey Licence number 0100022432.
SSEN Transmission take no responsibility for the release or accuracy of latest
\ version Basemaps from Ordnance Survey
o . o =
S 1 \ = Project:
NI \R.Eservmr(io/";\-/, o Beauly to Blackhillock to New Deer to Peterhead 400 kV
Q[T > g o OHL Project
%\ Scale @ A3: 1: " -
\ @ 110,000 W 000 = | W Ganxn W= e———amm | Title: Figure 12.1.86b Parcel 4503 Proposed
Dalradil ) e ’ Felling Requirements
40 200 400 e
- &5
= %ﬁ W
N g A\ - e b \Depo
\ & . Y S s dall i
342000 343000 344000

Drawn by: LA
345000




	APPENDIX 12.1.86 – Woodland Report. Parcel 4503
	Appendix Figures

	1 Introduction
	2 Woodland Property
	3 Development Requirements
	3.1 400kV Overhead Line Infrastructure Requirements
	3.2 Access Track Route Design

	4 Woodland Characteristics
	4.1 Woodland Composition and Site Conditions
	4.2 Photo Record – Operational Corridor Assessment

	5 Windblow Risk
	6 Woodland Management Impact
	7 Mitigation Opportunities
	7.1 Woodland Mitigation Measures
	7.2 Restructuring
	7.3 Restocking

	8 Net Effect / Summary
	9 Compensatory Planting

