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Dear Zak,  

Thank you for your enquiry regarding details of the current SEPA flood map generation at River Oich. Our 
colleagues in the operational flood risk north team will respond to the second part of your query.  

The software that has been used to develop our national hazard maps was Flood modeller Pro 2D.  The National 
Models were run with steady inflows taken from a version of the CEH flow grid, which was updated by area 
weighting based on a single site analysis at gauges within the catchment where there was sufficient confidence in 
the flood frequency analysis. The channel capacity was accounted for by filling the DTM to top of bank and 
subtracting Qmed from the inflows. Domains were overlapped and the water levels from the downstream domain 
were used as downstream level boundary condition for the upstream domain.  

The national maps have been modelled based on single source, so flood risk from other sources such as the canal 
has not been modelled. Therefore the hazard maps in this area will not have accounted for the weir upstream of 
Oich Bridge. The models have been run on a 10 m grid resolution using NEXTMAP data.   

SEPA’s Flood Maps are designed as strategic level tools which provide a community level assessment of those 
areas of Scotland potentially at flood risk in order to support the development of co-ordinated Flood Risk 
Management Plans and Strategies, as well as public awareness raising of flooding issues where they live or work. 
The Flood Maps are indicative and of a strategic nature. It is not appropriate for these Flood Maps to be used to 
assess flood risk to an individual site/property, therefore modelled flood level, depth and flow information from 
SEPA's Flood Maps are not available for site specific investigations. The Terms and Conditions of SEPA’s Flood 
Maps state that the Flood Maps cannot be used for or related to any commercial, business, professional or other 
income generating purpose or activity, nor by value added resellers. The Flood Maps were developed using 
nationally-applied methodologies across Scotland and as such, there are certain necessary 
limitations/assumptions associated with these. Further information on the maps, including more information on 
how they were developed, can be found on SEPA’s website 
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/water/flooding/flood-maps/.”  

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
Further to your enquiry, I would comment that unfortunately we are unable to undertake site specific 
flood risk enquiries.  However, I can provide any flood information we have which will provide a first 
indication of potential flood risk.   

We have reviewed the information supplied with this consultation and we note that the application site 
lies part within the medium likelihood (0.5% annual probability or 1 in 200 year) flood extent of the SEPA 
Flood Maps and may therefore be at medium to high risk of fluvial flooding from the Auchteraw Burn. 

There are a number of small watercourses adjacent to the site boundary. As the catchments of the 
small watercourses are less than 3km², then they have not been modelled for the SEPA Fluvial Flood 
Map. The Auchteraw Burn flows to the south-west of the site and the Allt na Fearna burn to the north-
east of the site. There are also a number of small drains to the north-east and north-west of the site.  

Small watercourses are often poorly understood with respect to the severity of the flood hazard that can 
be generated on a catchment of this scale. SEPA holds a wealth of information on past small catchment 
flooding in Scotland which has led to significant impacts upon people and property. 

In addition to the fluvial flood risk from the small watercourses and the Auchteraw Burn, part of the site 
has been identified as being at medium to high risk of surface water flooding. In line with our Interim 
Position Statement on Planning and Flooding we consider water quantity aspects of surface water 
drainage to largely be the remit of local authorities. The Highland Council is better placed to provide 
more detailed advice on any proposed surface water mitigation measures or drainage proposals. 

We hold no records of flooding for the site or within the 500m buffer around the site. However, there are 
records of flooding in the general area. We hold records of flooding in Fort Augustus in 2015 caused by 
high water levels in the River Oich. We also hold historical records of flooding in Fort Augustus in 1989.  

The SEPA Flood Maps have been produced following a consistent, nationally-applied methodology for 
catchment areas equal to or greater than 3km2 using a Digital Terrain Model (DTM) to define river 
corridors and low-lying coastal land.  The maps are indicative and designed to be used as a strategic 
tool to assess flood risk at the community level and to support planning policy and flood risk 
management in Scotland. For further information please visit 
http://www.sepa.org.uk/flooding/flood_maps.aspx. 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
Thank you for your enquiry. I confirm can confirm that the Allt na Fearna has not been modelled by the 
SEPA Flood Map as the catchment is less than 3km².  

The SEPA Flood Maps have been produced following a consistent, nationally-applied methodology for 
catchment areas equal to or greater than 3km² using a Digital Terrain Model (DTM) to define river 
corridors and low-lying coastal land.  The maps are indicative and designed to be used as a strategic tool 
to assess flood risk at the community level and to support planning policy and flood risk management in 
Scotland. For further information please visit http://www.sepa.org.uk/flooding/flood_maps.aspx. 
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Unless related to the business of The Highland Council, the views or opinions expressed within this e-mail 
are those of the sender and do not necessarily reflect those of The Highland Council, or associated bodies, 
nor does this e-mail form part of any contract unless so stated.  
Mura h-eil na beachdan a tha air an cur an cèill sa phost-d seo a' buntainn ri gnothachas Chomhairle na 
Gàidhealtachd, 's ann leis an neach fhèin a chuir air falbh e a tha iad, is chan eil iad an-còmhnaidh a' 
riochdachadh beachdan na Comhairle, no buidhnean buntainneach, agus chan eil am post-d seo na phàirt de 
chunnradh sam bith mura h-eil sin air innse.  
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