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If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact
our Community Liaison Manager:

Nicki Mcluskey
200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3GH

Find out more and register for project
updates, visit the project website by scanning
the QR code, or use the following URL:
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/cambushinnie

Cambushinnie
Haul Road
Beauly-Denny 400kV Upgrade Project

We are pleased to be holding
a second public event on our proposals
for the access road to the new
Cambushinnie 400kV substation,
following our pre-application consultation
in November 2024 and feedback
period which closed on 8 January 2025.

We are holding this event to present
updates to our proposals, following
feedback received from the last event
and ongoing design developments.

During our face-to-face drop-in
event you will be able to view our
project proposals, ask questions to
the project team and share further
comments. Further details will be
made available on the project website.

Monday 17 March, 3–7pm

The event will be held on:

Braco Village Hall,
Feddal Road, Braco, FK15 9QD

Tel: 07879 793 652 Email: BDUP@sse.com

@ssentransmission @SSETransmission

Feedback Event

We encourage all members of the
local community and all interested
parties to attend the event.

Wednesday5March2025 Scotsman.com

Thewhalebecameentangled ina ropeoffthe IsleofSkye

AmyWatson

Sperm whale
tangled in
ropes dies

The15m(49ft)longwhalewas
firstspottedoffthecoastofSkye
onThursday.
A team from the British

Divers Marine Life Rescue
(BDMLR) used drones and
boatstoexaminethewhaleand
found itwaswrapped infish-
inglinesandtrailingupto20m
(66ft) of rope.The teamman-
aged to free the animal from
muchof theropeonSaturday,
but some remained when it
swamaway.
On Monday, BDMLR was

called a report of a sperm
whale grounded near the
shoreofnearbyRaasay.Some
ropeswerewrapped around
the animal and the team
believe it is the same animal

they helped last week. BDM-
LR said in a statement: “We
received footage showing the
whale grounded in the shal-
lows, still breathing, but sta-
tionary. As the tide receded,
thewhalewaspushedonto its
sideandwasalmostcomplete-
lystrandedatlowtide.
“This revealed the extent of

the rest of the entanglement,
which wrapped around the
whale’s lower jaw and again
arounditshead.”BDMLRsaid
marinemammalmedicswere

A spermwhalehas died after
becomingtangledinropesand
strandingonaScottishisland.

sent to the islandandamem-
ber of thepublic cut away the
ropes from thewhale, which
wasthenstillbreathing.
"The organisation warned

against any untrained peo-
ple attempting todisentangle
ropes fromawhaledue to the
risksposed.
They said: “Itwashoped the

whale would refloat itself as
thetiderushedbackinaround
it, but sadly after beingdisen-
tangled it only tookonemore
noticeablebreath.”

13Alcohol

There isanexemption for
alcoholwithincorporate
hospitalityareas in football
grounds

A briefing note written
towards the end of last year
saidallowingalcoholin“alim-
ited number of pilot projects
wouldbe theproposed course
ofaction”.
It added: “We understand

from the SPFL [Scottish Pro-
fessionalFootballLeague]that
PoliceScotlandareopentodis-
cussionsonthis.”
However,italsosaidthereare

“noplansatthistimetoremove
the existing general restric-
tions”.
The Criminal Justice (Scot-

land) Act 1980 has prohibited
the sale of alcoholwithin foot-
ball grounds for more than
40 years, although there is an
exemption for corporate hos-
pitalityareas.
Therehave longbeencalls to

relax the rules, with football
bossespointingtothefactalco-
holcanbesoldatrugbymatch-
esandothersports.
Last year, Health Secretary

Neil Gray said anyproposal to
allowalcoholtobesoldinfoot-
ball stadiumswould be given
“seriousconsideration”.

Thedoorisnotclosedonlifting
the decades-long alcohol ban
at football games, an internal
Scottish Government docu-
menthassaid.

‘Door not closed’ on lifting ban
on alcohol at football games

projectswouldbetheproposed
courseofaction,withevidence
gathered to understand the
resultsandimpacts.”
Minutes show Calum Beat-

tie, the chief operating officer
at the SPFL, told a roundtable
event inDecember that “alco-
hol is alreadywidely available
atfootballgroundsinhospital-
ity areas andmany fans come
straight to the ground from
nearbypubsandbars”.
He said Police Scotland cur-
rentlycategoriselowerrisk

games, and thismech-
anism“couldpoten-
tiallybeusedtoena-
ble alcohol to be
soldintheground”.
A Scottish Gov-

ernment spokes-
man said: “We have

no plans to change the
ban on alcohol sales at Scot-
tishfootballgrounds.
“We regularly meet the

Scottish Professional Foot-
ball League to discuss awide
range of issues, including the
saleandconsumptionofalco-
hol at football matches. We
will continue to engage with
the football authorities, sup-
porters’ groups and clubs on
ways toenhance the fanexpe-
rience.”

ItcameafterSNPMSPGeorge
Adamcalled for the ban to be
lifted, arguing football has
“movedon”fromthe1980s.
However,FirstMinisterJohn

Swinney later poured cold
waterontheidea,saying:“The
Health Secretary was simply
indicating that, as a govern-
ment,wewillreceiverepresen-
tations,we’llobviouslyconsid-
erthosepoints.
“Wehavenoplan togodown

sucharoute,becauseit’simpor-
tant thatwe take all necessary
steps thatwecan to ensurewe
address the country’s relation
withalcohol,andwehaveasafe
and supportive sporting envi-
ronmentforall.”
A government brief-

ing note written in
November,released
through Freedom
of Information
laws,discussed the
issue of “alcohol in
footballstadia”.
It saidMareeTodd, the

SNP minister for sport, “has
haddiscussionswiththeSPFL
on the introductionof alcohol
at football over the last cou-
ple of years and expressed the
clearviewthat,while thedoor
is not closed on the issue, any
proposals coming forward
would need to recognise the
significant impact of alcohol
onpublichealthinScotland”.
“Extending this to concours-

es ina limitednumberofpilot

40
yearsofScottish

ffootball’s alcoholbann

AlistairGrant
PoliticalEditor


