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1. Introduction

11. Purpose of Document

The Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013, describe the marine licensable activities that require
pre-application consultation (PAC) and, in combination with sections 22-24 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, outline the pre-
application process and statutory reporting requirements. The Eastern Green Link 3 (EGL 3) is subject to these regulations as it
involves the installation of subsea cable within Scottish territorial waters (out to 12 nautical miles (NM)).

For the purposes of seeking the necessary consents, EGL 3 has been split into different ‘Schemes’ i.e. English Onshore Scheme,
English Offshore Scheme, Scottish Onshore Scheme and Scottish Offshore Scheme (with the latter hereinafter referred to as ‘the
Proposed Development). Collectively all components are referred to as ‘the Project. The Proposed Development comprises
approximately 145 km of subsea High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) cable to be installed between the landfall at Sandford Bay,
Aberdeenshire and the boundary with adjacent English waters. The scope of this PAC Report is limited to activities of the Proposed
Development, however details of the wider Project have been provided where needed for context and information.

This PAC Report records the consultation process for the Proposed Development which has been undertaken prior to submission of
the application for a Marine Licence, in accordance with the above legislation and in the manner prescribed in the Schedule to the
Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013, the Schedule form is also submitted alongside this report
for compliance however the detail is contained within this report. The aim of the programme of consultation was to engage with
statutory and non-statutory consultees, local communities, commercial fishers, landowners and individual residents to gain feedback
on the Proposed Development. The report also describes the key responses received and details the actions taken in response to the
feedback.

1.2. Document Structure

This PAC Report is comprised of eight parts as follows:

1. Introduction - sets out the purpose of the PAC Report.

2. Proposed Licensable Marine Activities — outlines Proposed Development background and provides a description of key
elements.

*  Applicant and Licensee detalils.

3. The Consultation Process - describes consultation framework and methods used.

4. Responses and Key Issues — summarises the range of responses, key comments, and issues raised throughout the
consultation process.

5. Responses to Consultations — describes how the comments and issues raised during consultation will be addressed.

6. Conclusions —a summary of the conclusions reached and identification of any actions going forward.

*  Certification.

The main body of this PAC Report is supported by a series of appendices for reference.
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2. Proposed Licensable Marine Activities

21. Project Overview

To assist in distributing Scotland’s vast reserves of renewable energy around the UK, the National Grid Electricity System Operator
(ESO), Network Options Assessment (NOA) (National Grid ESO, 2022), the Pathway to 2030 Holistic Network Design (HND)
recommended four new HVDC Links, further details are provided in Chapter 2.

Figure 2-1). EGL 3 comprises approximately 580 km + 5 km of subsea and underground HVDC cables between new converter stations
at each end of the electricity transmission link. These in turn are connected to the existing National Electricity Transmission System
(NETS) via High Voltage Alternating Current (HVAC) cables between the new converter stations and new substations.

The existing electricity distribution networks in Scotland operate using predominantly HVAC systems. However, transmission projects
such as EGL 3 use HVDC technology because it is more efficient at transmitting large volumes of electricity over longer distances with
lower losses compared to an equivalent HVAC system. A HVDC system also provides a greater degree of control over the magnitude
and direction of flow and this flexibility delivers complementary operational benefits. For large scale transmission projects such as
EGL 3, specialised electrical plant and equipment contained within converter stations is required at either end of the transmission link
to convert electricity from HVAC to HVDC (or vice versa).

This Marine Environmental Appraisal (MEAp) is written with specific regard to the Proposed Development, from which a single
application for a Marine Licence will be made to the Marine Directorate Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT). The Proposed
Development comprises the components proposed from the Mean High Water Spring (MHWS) mark at the proposed landfall in
Sandford Bay, Peterhead to the border between the limit of the Scottish territorial seas and the and the English adjacent waters. The
Proposed Development is being developed by SHE-T operating and known as Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks
Transmission (SSEN Transmission) (the Applicant). For the purposes of seeking the necessary consents, the Project has been split
into different ‘Schemes’ i.e. English Onshore Scheme, English Offshore Scheme, Scottish Onshore Scheme and the Scottish Offshore
Scheme (hereinafter referred to as the Proposed Development. The Red Line Boundary (RLB) encompasses the Proposed
Development as shown in Figure 2-1. Within English jurisdiction, consent is being sought for the English Onshore and Offshore
Schemes by way of a Development Consent Order under the Planning Act 2008.

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is equally applicable in England and Scotland within territorial waters
and provides levels of protection at an intemational level for all international submarine cables. Amongst other provisions UNCLOS
provides the freedom to lay, maintain and repair cables on the continental shelf (beyond 12 Nautical Miles (NM)). Article 79 of UNCLOS
provides this freedom and states that the coastal States (i.e. Marine Management Organisation (MMO) and MD-LOT when exercising
their licensing functions) may not impede the laying or maintenance of such cables or pipelines. To ensure compliance with this
provision of UNCLOS, section 81 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 (MCAA), applicable in relation to both English and
Scottish waters beyond 12 NM, sets out an exemption for such projects.

2.11. Scottish Onshore Scheme

There is a proposed converter station located to the west of Peterhead at Netherton. From this, there would be an underground HVDC
cable to a proposed landfall at Sandford Bay. The proposed converter station would be connected to a substation by underground
HVAC cables. The substation would connect the Proposed Development to the existing Scottish transmission system.

2.1.2. Scottish Offshore Scheme

The Proposed Development comprises approximately 145 km of subsea HVDC cable from the landfall at Sandford Bay to the boundary
with adjacent English waters. The subsea cable system would consist of two bundled HVDC cables and a fibre optic cable (up to the
first offshore joint) for control and monitoring purposes. The minimum and maximum cable burial depth would vary along the Proposed
Development, depending on numerous factors such as soll type, presence/absence of sub-cropping or outcropping rock, shipping and
fishing activity and the type of burial tool utilised. Indicatively, cable burial in the seabed can be achieved for 135 km of the cable route.

At the time of writing, the infrastructure which would be crossed by the Proposed Development includes up to seven crossings:
= 1 Interconnector (EGL 2) (co-located at landfall ,consent has expired for NorthConnect KS interconnector, licence being
taken on by OWF developer and currently in application stage, noted below)

=  Up to 3 x offshore wind export cables (Cenos offshore wind farm, Aspen offshore wind farm and MarramWind offshore
wind farm)

= 1 active telecoms cable (Tampnet)
= 1 active pipeline and 1 abandoned pipeline — Forties pipelines
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3. The Consultation Process
31. Overview

This section describes the methods employed during the consultation process and provides information on meetings and exhibitions
held with stakeholders in order to obtain feedback on the application prior to submission.

A series of events have been held regarding the Proposed Development, including:

= Non-statutory public consultation event on 14 June 2023 at 14:00-19:00 at Peterhead Football Club, Balmoor Stadium,
Balmoor Terrance, Peterhead, AB42 1EQ

= Community information events on 5 March 2025 at 10:00-12:30 at Buchan Braes Hotel, Boddam, Peterhead, AB42 3AR and
15:00-19:00 at Longside Parish Church Hall, 4-13 Inn brae, Longside, Peterhead, AB42 4XN

= Statutory PAC event on 22 May 2025 at 15:00-19:00 at Peterhead Football Club, Balmoor Stadium, Balmoor Terrance,
Peterhead, AB42 1EQ

3.2. Notification and Advertisement of PAC Events

In accordance with The Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013, Regulation 7(2), a PAC event
must be held no earlier than six weeks following the later of the date notice is given in a local newspaper of the planned event,
containing key information as outlined under Regulation 7(1(b)), or the date of notification that an application for a marine licence is to
be submitted is given to the statutory consultees. Duty to notify the appropriate stakeholders and delegates of the marine region in
which activities are proposed, as required under Regulation 6(2), has been complied with.

The event was formally advertised by way of the following methods:

=  Emails to the mailing list (See Appendix 2) which included the Maritime and Coastguard Agency, NatureScot, Northern
Lighthouse Board, JNCC and MD-LOT.

= Emall notification to local community councils (See Appendix 2 for example email):
- Fraserburgh Community Council
- Rathen, Memsie and Cortes
- Invercaim Community Council
- Buchan East Community Council
- Peterhead community Council
- Longside and district Community Council
- Boddam community Council

= Correspondence to fisheries stakeholders (including the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation (SFF) and the Scottish Whitefish
Producers Association, See Appendix 2).

= Newspapers:
- On Tuesday, 13 May 2025 the PAC event was advertised in The Buchan Observer (See Appendix 1)

- On both Wednesday 14 May 2025 and Monday 19 May 2025, the PAC event was advertised in The Press and
Journal (Appendix 1).

= A postcard notified 16,000 households and businesses of the PAC event (Appendix 1).

= The Local Authority Engagement Team and Corporate Affairs notified Aberdeenshire Clirs and local Members of Parliaments/
Members of the Scottish Parliament.

= Project webpage — A dedicated webpage was set up by SSEN Transmission to share Project information including PAC
event details (https://www ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3/).

All parties were invited to share notice of the event through their own contacts and channels.
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3.3. Statutory PAC Event

The public event provided an opportunity for members of the public, local stakeholders and statutory authorities to view information
about the Project and Proposed Development, ask questions and provide feedback. A series of exhibition banners and information
brochures were on display at the event to explain the proposals and to provide contact details and comments forms for attendees.
The information brochures, including contact details, were available in booklet format for attendees to take away. Further information
is provided in Section 4.4 with copies of the exhibition information boards, and information brochure are included in Appendix 3.

Attendees were invited to ask questions and give comments at the event, as well as give feedback via comments forms and / or online
via the project website or email. Consultation ran from 22 May 2025 with final responses requested by 6 July 2025.

A total of 29 people attended the PAC event. These individuals were made up of local residents and businesses, a small number of
fishermen, representatives from SFF and representatives from two local community councils.

34. Information Provided at the PAC Events

The PAC event was held on 22 May 2025 at Peterhead Football Club, Balmoor Stadium, and the format involved the display of
exhibition banners and the attendance of the EGL 3 Project Team. The event was held as open-door where any member of the public
could attend when it suited them. The event was open between 3-7pm.

The PAC event banners provided the following information, with a copy of the boards available in Appendix 3:
= Introduction to SHE-T, NGET and an overview of the Proposed Development;
= The background and need for the Proposed Development;

= An overview of works, including marine surveys, carried out to date and a description of the proposed subsea cable
installation techniques;

= Anticipated timelines for the Proposed Development;

=  Consideration of alternatives;

= Environmental considerations; and

= Details on how to contact the Project team and provide feedback.

The PAC event provided an opportunity for public involvement and encouraged participation by people who may be discouraged from
contributing in the forum of a conventional public meeting. The PAC event provided attendees direct access to the Project team, who
were able to discuss technical and environmental questions that were raised (see Appendix 4 which shows the set up of the PAC
event). After the attendees had read the exhibition boards and discussed their concerns or queries with the Project team, they were
provided with supplementary feedback forms to provide written feedback either at the event or a later date via post, email or directly
via the website. A copy of the feedback form can be found in the Consultation Booklet in Appendix 5.
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4. Responses and Key Issues

Four written responses were received after the PAC event, along with queries raised during the event, which were dealt with by the
Applicant's Community Liaison Manager and the wider team.

The topics raised and feedback received are outlined in Table 4-1. Note that Question 1 (‘Now that we have shared updated plans
for the subsea cable element of the EGL3 project, is there anything you'd like to bring to our attention that you believe we may not
have already considered during project development?’) received no response. The update on the website advertising the PAC event
details confirmed that the closing date for feedback on the Proposed Development was 6 of July 2025, which could be submitted either

by post or email or directly through the website.

At the time of writing feedback had been received from JNCC, one fisherman and members of the public.

Table 4-1 Information and comments received from the feedback forms

Feedback Form Questions

PAC event Feedback Form

Public Response

Applicant Response

Q2. Are there any marine
features (environmental,
historic, or other) that you
consider to be important
and should be brought to
the attention of the project
team?

Public feedback highlighted issues on the Proposed
Development’s potential impact on local fisheries. In particular, the
future impact on the lobster and brown crab fishery. Additionally,
there was notable concern regarding the deterioration of the old
harbour quay on the east side of Burnhaven burn and the visible
infrastructure at low tide west of the burn.

The Applicant acknowledges this feedback.
Where possible, the Proposed Development,
through embedded mitigation, will avoid
impacting local fisheries; impacts are
considered in Chapter 12 Commercial
Fisheries of the MEAp. The Applicant
acknowledges the deterioration of the old
harbour quay on the east side of Burnhaven
burn and infrastructure visible at low tide and
confirms that there will be no impact to the
old harbour quay.

Q3. What suggestions for
social or environmental
community benefit
opportunities do you have
that you would like us to
consider, or are there any
local initiatives you would
like us to support?

Public feedback implied that they believed that the area in which
the Proposed Development would be constructed would have a
negative social community impact as they felt excluded from the
countryside. The feedback indicated a desire for an accessible
walking path during construction.

The Applicant acknowledges this feedback
which is relevant to the onshore
development rather than the Proposed
Development.

Community benefit is addressed in detail
within the Pathway to 20230 Projects
Documents and Handouts at

https://www ssen-
fransmission.co.uk/projects/project-
map/eastern-green-link-3/#panel-2, see
document titled “Community Benefits”.
Itis not anticipated that there would be a
need to restrict public access to Sandford
Bay at any time during works.

Q4. Following review of the
provided information, how
would you describe your
understanding of the project
and are there any aspects
that you feel you require
more information on?

Public feedback was that they had a good understanding of the
Proposed Development. The feedback again indicated that was
negativity around not having access to certain areas and being
unable to freely roam in nature.

The Applicant acknowledges this feedback
which is relevant to the onshore
development rather than the Proposed
Development.
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d. Response to Feedback

5.1. Overview

All queries raised during the PAC event were answered at the time and are not considered to require any specific responses or changes
to the development design. The small number of additional comments received after the events were also not considered to require
any specific response or changes.

This section provides a summary of questions raised during the consultation period and how the Applicant has responded to the
consultation responses raised by stakeholders through the consultation process.

Much of the feedback from the public concerned the onshore aspects of the Project and is therefore not relevant in the context of this
MEAp and Marine Licence Application.

5.2. Public Engagement

Stakeholders expressed a range of concerns regarding the consultation process, including dissatisfaction with the way consultations
were conducted, a lack of transparency and inadequate presentation of project details. Some stakeholders felt neglected due to not
receiving updates or responses to their concerns. Several respondents specified their preferred methods for receiving updates on the
Proposed Development, including text messages, public meetings, and newsletters. More positively, some stakeholders have
expressed support for the Proposed Development, acknowledging its necessity and expressing satisfaction with the consultation
events they attended. They also made suggestions for community benefits. This feedback also indicates a desire for continued
engagement and information sharing throughout the development stage of the Proposed Development and the Applicant
acknowledges this and will continue to engage with stakeholders.

collaborative environmental advisers































EGL3 marine cable consultation

- communications to stakeholders

9/5/2025
Dear Community Councillors
Eastern Green Link 3 — Marine licence pre-application consultation event

I am writing to share information about a statutory pre-application consultation event
for the marine cable element of our proposed Eastern Green Link 3 project in Scottish
waters. The pre-application event is undertaken in advance of our Marine Licence
application to the Marine Directorate.

The feedback period closes on 6 July 2025.
Non-statutory underground land cable information sharing

We will also take the opportunity to share information on the preferred alignment of the
land cable element of this project. This is the same information that we presented
during consultation events in Longside and Boddam in March this year. The proposed
underground cable would link the landfall at Sandford Bay and Netherton Hub.

The event

The community are being invited to attend the following event:

Thursday 22 May, 3-7pm

Peterhead Football Club, Balmoor Stadium, Balmoor Terrace, Peterhead, AB42 1EQ
Advertising the events

The events are being advertised in local press, via email distribution lists, and via mail
drop.

Also attached is a colour poster that you are invited to circulate online or locally via your
established channels.

Find out more

The consultation and information material, including maps showing the onshore
and offshore cable route, is now live on our website and can be viewed on the
Documents tab of the following webpage: www.ssen-
transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3/




Our public events are a good opportunity to learn more about our proposals by meeting
the team in person, viewing our information materials and asking any questions you
may have.

Should you wish to discuss any details about the project or the event, please do not
hesitate to get in touch.

Best wishes






Email to community — Tractivity

19 May 2025

Good morning
Eastern Green Link 3 — Marine licence pre-application consultation event

You are invited to attend a drop-in consultation event in connection with Eastern Green
Link 3 (EGL3) on Thursday 22 May.

This statutory pre-application consultation event is for the marine cable element of our
proposed EGL3 project in Scottish waters. The pre-application event is undertaken in
advance of our Marine Licence application to the Marine Directorate.

EGL3 is being jointly developed by SSEN Transmission and National Grid Energy
Transmission. During this consultation event, you will be able to meet the project team
and view information on our proposal to install a 580km subsea high voltage direct
current (HVDC) cable between landfalls at Sandford Bay in Peterhead and the
Lincolnshire coast in England.

The feedback period is open until 6 July 2025 and you can provide feedback via the
online form on the project webpage at ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-
map/eastern-green-link-3/.

The event
The community are being invited to attend the following event:

e Thursday 22 May, 3-7pm
Peterhead Football Club, Balmoor Stadium, Balmoor Terrace, Peterhead, AB42

1EQ
Find out more

If you can't attend the event, the consultation and information material is now live on
our website and can be viewed on the Documents tab of the following
webpage: www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3/

Our public events are a good opportunity to learn more about our proposals by meeting
the team in person, viewing our information materials and asking any questions you
may have.

Non-statutory underground land cable information sharing

We will also share information on the preferred alignment of the land cable element of
this project. This is the same information that we presented during consultation events



in Longside and Boddam in March this year. The proposed underground cable would link
the Eastern Green Link 3 landfall site at Sandford Bay and Netherton Hub.

Should you wish to discuss any details about the project or the event, please do not
hesitate to get in touch.

Best wishes




































9/3/25, 2:39 PM FW: SSEN Transmission - Eastern Green Link 3 marine licence event - Julie Drew-Murphy - Outlook

G Outlook

FW: SSEN Transmission - Eastern Green Link 3 marine licence event

From
Date Wed 5/21/2025 5:03 PM
To

Hi Euan, see email from Sunderland fishermen. Can you pass on to FLO’s or contact them
yourself if required.

www.ssen-transmission.co.uk

For information on how we collect and process your data, please see our privacy notice,
http://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/privacy. If you do not have access to our website or would like a hard copy
sent, please contact us.

You can unsubscribe at any time from receiving emails by clicking on the link unsubscribe

From:
Sent: 21 May 2025 17:01
To:
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: SSEN Transmission - Eastern Green Link 3 marine licence event

This message is from a sender you have not previously corresponded with. Do not open any
links or attachments unless you know the content is safe. If you are unsure, report it!

Report Suspicious

Myself.

about:blank?windowld=SecondaryReadingPane74 1/4



9/3/25, 2:39 PM FW: SSEN Transmission - Eastern Green Link 3 marine licence event - Julie Drew-Murphy - Outlook

Thanks Gillian.

Sent from Outlook for Android

From:
Sent: Wednesday, May 21, 2025 4:07:49 PM

To:

Subject: RE: SSEN Transmission - Eastern Green Link 3 marine licence event

Thanks for getting in touch, . If you could tell me your vessel nhame(s) then | will pass
on to our fisheries liaison team who will note your interest. All the consultation material is
available on the EGL3 website, and you are welcome to submit your feedback or contact me
with any questions that you may have.

Thanks

| Community Liaison Manager
ransmission

rampian House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3GH
www.ssen-transmission.co.uk

For information on how we collect and process your data, please see our privacy notice,
http://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/privacy. If you do not have access to our website or would like a hard copy
sent, please contact us.

You can unsubscribe at any time from receiving emails by clicking on the link unsubscribe

From:
Sent: 21 May 2025 10:06
To:
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: SSEN Transmission - Eastern Green Link 3 marine licence event

Thank you for your email, due to the distance of the consultation | am unable to attend, |
have attached a screenshot of the journey | would have to take on such short notice and
work commitments, | also noticed that the other consultations were also a long way to travel,
| understand that these areas are local to the land construction of this project and I'm aware
that it will only affect me and two other full-time offshore commercial fishermen from the Port
of Sunderland, myself.

o | can understand why the consultations aren't held local to us, if you would like to reach
out to us please don't hesitate to contact us to exchange thoughts on the matter.

Best regards.

Sent from Outlook for Android

Sent: Monday, May 19, 2025 9:58:46 AM

Subject: SSEN Transmission - Eastern Green Link 3 marine licence event

about:blank?windowld=SecondaryReadingPane74






9/3/25, 2:39 PM FW: SSEN Transmission - Eastern Green Link 3 marine licence event - Julie Drew-Murphy - Outlook
Registered in Scotland No. SC117119
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for certain consumer credit

activities.
WWW.SSe.com

about:blank?windowld=SecondaryReadingPane74 4/4
















































Q7. Do you have any other comments regarding the proposed Eastern Green Link 3 subsea cable?

Comments:

Full name: Email:

Telephone: Address:

We would like to send you relevant communications via email such as invitations to stakeholder events, surveys, updates on
projects, services and future developments from the Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks group listed below. If you
are happy to receive email updates please opt in by ticking the box below. You can unsubscribe at any time by contacting
us at stakeholder.admin@sse.com or by clicking on the unsubscribe link that will be at the end of each of our emails.

If you would like to be kept informed of progress on the project, please tick this box

Thank you for taking the time to complete this feedback form.
Please submit your completed form by one of the methods below:

Post: 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 3GH
Email: gillian.doig@sse.com

Online: ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3/

For information on how we collect and process your data please see our privacy notice available at today’s event. This can also
be obtained online at: ssen-transmission.co.uk/privacy

Comments forms and all the information from today’s event will also be available to download from the project website.

We may use Artificial Intelligence (Al) to assist our experienced teams in the analysis of your feedback, so we can categorise
key points raised more quickly. You can learn more about how we're utilising Al at: ssen-transmission.co.uk/AIFAQ

Any information given on the feedback form can be used and published anonymously as part of Scottish and Southern
Electricity Networks consultation report. By completing this feedback form you consent to Scottish and Southern Electricity
Networks using feedback for this purpose.

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks is a trading name of: Scottish and Southern Energy Power Distribution Limited Registered
in Scotland No. SC213459; Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc Registered in Scotland No. SC213461; Scottish Hydro Electric
Power Distribution plc Registered in Scotland No. SC213460; (all having their Registered Offices at Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld
Road Perth PH1 3AQ); and Southern Electric Power Distribution plc Registered in England & Wales No. 04094290 having its Registered
Office at Number One Forbury Place, 43 Forbury Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 3JH which are members of the SSE Group.
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Scottish & Southern
Electricity Networks

TRANSMISSION

The Pathway

t0 2030

Building the energy system of the future will require a
sighificant acceleration of work over the next few years.
In partnership with the UK and Scottish governments,
we're committed to meeting our obligation of connecting
new, renewable energy to where it's needed by 2030.

Achieving Net Zero

By 2030, both the UK and Scottish
governments are targeting a big expansion
iIn offshore wind generation of 50GW and
11GW respectively. The Scottish Government

has also set amb'tiIOJs targets for an
additional 12GW of onshore wind by 2030.

Across Great Britain, including the
north of Scotland, there needs to be

a significant increase In the capacity
of the onshore electricity transmission
infrastructure to deliver these 2050
targets and a pathway to net zero.

Securing our
energy future

And it's not just about net zero.

It's also about building a homegrown
energy system, so that geopolitical
turmoil around the world doesn't severely
Impact the UK and push up energy prices.

The UK Government's British Energy Security
Strateqy further underlines the need for this
iINnfrastructure, setting out plans to accelerate
homegrown power for greater energy
iIndependence. The strategy aims to reduce
the UK's dependence on and price exposure
to global gas wholesale markets through

the deployment of homegrown low

carbon electricity generation supported by
robust electricity network infrastructure.
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Meeting our 2030 targets

In July 2022, National Grid, the Electricity
System Operator (ESO), published the
Pathway to 20350 Holistic Network

Design (HND). This set out the blueprint
for the onshore and offshore transmission
iINnfrastructure that's required to support
the forecasted growth in the UK's
renewable electricity. It's an ambitious
plan that will help the UK achieve net zero.

What does this mean
for the north and
north-east of Scotland?

The north and the north-east of Scotland
will play a key role in meeting these goals.
The extensive studies that iInformed the
ESO’s Pathway to 2030 Holistic Network
Design confirmed the requirement to
reinforce the onshore corridors between
Beauly and Peterhead, and Beauly and
Caithness, and for offshore subsea cables
between Caithness and Peterhead, and
between Peterhead and England, which
iInclude Eastern Green Link 3. Providing

a 400kV overhead line and high voltage
subsea cable (HVDC) connection between
these sites provides the significant capacity
required to take power from large-scale

onshore and offshore renewable generation

to the north-east of Scotland. From there,
It will be transported to demand centres
via HVDC subsea cables. To support these
developments, new 400KV substations are
also required at key locations. At Spittal,
Beauly, and Netherton near Peterhead,
high voltage converter stations are

also required to convert DC electricity

to AC (and vice versa), from offshore
subsea connections between Spittal and
Peterhead, and Peterhead and England.
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Eastern Green Link 3 Underground land cable

Eastern Green Link 3
— Underground land cable

To support the continued growth in onshore and
offshore renewables across the north of Scotland

and the country’s drive towards net zero and energy
security, investment in our network infrastructure is
needed to connect this renewable power and transport
it from source to areas of demand across the country.

Extensive system studies have been completed to inform the National
Energy System Operator’s ‘Pathway to 2030 Holistic Network Design’,
confirming the requirement to develop new direct connections between
the networks in Scotland and England.

To transfer the renewable power generated in the north of Scotland to
demand centres in the south, a 2GW bi-pole 525kV high voltage direct
current (HVDC) subsea cable link between Peterhead and Lincolnshire
is required and will be known as Eastern Green Link 3. This project

is being jointly developed by SSEN Transmission and National Grid
Electricity Transmission.

The Eastern Green Link 3 project will use the latest technology to enable
the efficient transmission of high volumes of power which can then be
further distributed to demand centres throughout the UK, as required.

At each end of the HVDC link, 400kV AC substations will supply power to
(or receive power from) newly constructed high voltage AC/DC converter
stations at Peterhead and Lincolnshire, depending on the directional flow
of power.

The subsea portion of the HVDC cable is subject to a marine licence
application and a statutory consultation process, and we will be holding
marine consultation events later in 2025 to support this. The onshore
underground cable elements are classed as ‘Permitted Development’
and are not subject to statutory consultation.

Netherton Hub, This booklet provides details of our latest alignment
Peterhead of the underground cable, and we invite residents and
stakeholders to contact us with information that you
feel we should consider as we finalise this aspect of
the project.

Our Eastern Green Link 3 project webpage can
be found at ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/
project-map/eastern-green-link-3/

Find more information about our other Pathway
to 2030 projects here: ssen-transmission.co.uk/
2030-need







Eastern Green Link 3 Underground land cable

Project overview

The Eastern Green Link 3 project will provide a 2GW bi-pole 525kV
high voltage direct current (HVDC) subsea cable link between

Peterhead and Lincolnshire.

At each end of the HVDC link, 400kV AC substations

will supply power to (or receive power from) proposed
new high voltage AC/DC converter stations at Netherton
Hub in Peterhead and one in Lincolnshire, depending on
the directional flow of power.

Connections between these assets will be via HVDC
cables buried either underground or below the seabed.

In Peterhead, the proposed land cable route will stretch
approximately 10 km between Netherton Hub (the location
of the proposed AC/DC converter station) to Sandford

Bay (the landfall location in Scotland) where it will
transition to the subsea cable.

The subsea cable route would cover up to 550km
before making the transition back to land cable again
in Lincolnshire.

Consultation for the Eastern Green Link 3 converter
station site at Netherton Hub has already occurred, and
an application for Planning Permission in Principle was
submitted to Aberdeenshire Council in October 2024.

This information event relates to the development of our
land cable alignment for Eastern Green Link 3 project.

The story so far

June 2023 We presented our potential 2km-wide land
cable corridors, our proposed landfalls and indicative
converter station sites at Peterhead Football Club as part
of early consultation on Netherton Hub.

February 2024 We presented the proposed 500m-wide
land cable route at Longside Parish Church Hall at the
Netherton Hub consultation event.

May 2024 We presented the proposed 500m-wide
land cable route at Longside Parish Church Hall at the
Netherton Hub consultation event.

March — August 24 We carried out ground investigations
to inform us of the suitability of ground conditions for the
cable installation.

October 2024 We submitted an application for Planning
Permission in Principle for the Netherton Hub, which
includes the Eastern Green Link 3 converter station.

November 2024 Refinement of cable routes to
200m-wide preferred alignment.
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We are SSEN Transmission, the trading nhame for Scottish Hydro Electric
Transmission. We are responsible for the electricity transmission network in the
north of Scotland, maintaining and investing in the high voltage 132kV, 220kV,
275kV and 400KV electricity transmission network.

@ Sse
@ sse
Energy Solutions

@ sse
Renewables

@ sse
Pacifico

Our network consists of underground and subsea cables,
overhead lines on wooden poles or steel towers, and electricity
substations. It extends over a quarter of the UK's land mass,
crossing some of its most challenging terrain.

Our first priority is to provide a safe and reliable supply

of electricity to our communities. We do this by taking the
electricity from generators and transporting it at high voltages
over long distances through our transmission network for
onwards distribution to homes and businesses in villages,
towns and cities.

Our operating area is home to vast renewable energy resources

and this is being harnessed by wind, hydro and marine generation.

Working closely with National Grid, the GB transmission System
Operator, we also enable these electricity generators to connect
to the transmission system by providing their connections and
allowing the electricity generated by them to be transported to
areas of demand across the country.

Scotland's transmission network has a strategic role to play in
supporting delivery of the UK and Scotland's Net Zero targets.
We're already a mass exporter of renewable energy, with around

Scottish & Southern
Electricity Networks

g Scottish & Southern

(Distribution)

sse
Airtricity

two thirds of power generated in our network area exported

to demand centres further south. By 2050, the north of Scotland

is expected to need 40GW of low carbon energy capacity to
support net zero delivery. For context, we currently have around
8GW of renewable generation connected in the north of Scotland.

As a natural monopoly, we are closely regulated by the GB energy
regulator, Ofgem, who determines how much revenue we are
allowed to earn for constructing, maintaining and renovating

our transmission network in the north of Scotland. These costs
are shared between all those using the transmission system,
including generation developers and electricity consumers.
Following a minority stake sale which completed in November
2022, we are now owned 75% by SSE plc and 25% by Ontario
Teachers' Pension Plan Board.

As a stakeholder-led business, SSEN Transmission is committed
to inclusive stakeholder engagement, and we conduct this at an
‘Advanced’ level as assessed by AccountAbility, the international
consulting and standards firm.

ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3
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EGL3 HVDC project need and overview

Mainland converter station Existing
—>
& underground cable network

Existing Mainland cornverter station Subsea cable
«—> —> S ¥ <
network & underground cable .

Project timeline

2023

« Consultations with stakeholders O
and statutory consultees.

¢ Onshore, offshore, and
engineering surveys commence.

2024

C) ...... @ « Marine Licence
Pre-Application Consultation.
¢ Marine Environmental Assessment

and Licence Application submission.
+ Onshore Voluntary Environmental

2025 Assessment completion.
» Project receives Marine Licence. @ """" ()

« Commencement of
cable manufacture.

2026

() ------ « Commence onshore
cable installation.

» Marine pre-installation activities.

2027 -2028

+ Continue onshore cable installation.
* Marine cable installation.

2029 - 2030
O ...... » Marine cable installation completed.
» Onshore cable installation complete.

« Commissioning and energization.

/

ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3
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Subsea cables and landfall

Why are subsea cables important?

Subsea electricity transmission cables are important critical
infrastructure that carry power from areas where power

is generated to areas of high demand where the power is
consumed. Subsea cables provide an alternative to onshore
power transmission and can help to increase redundancy
and security of the energy system.

The proposed HVDC system will include approximately
550km of subsea cable linking landfall sites in Scotland
and England. The subsea HVDC system is expected to
consist of two conductor cables and one fibre optic
communications cable these will be installed either
bundled within a single trench, or separately in two separate
trenches. These cables will be installed within one of the
marine cable corridor options currently being considered.
These identified corridor options are approximately 1km
wide to allow for route refinement throughout the project
development, which will be informed by detailed landfall
assessment, marine surveys and engineering activities.

Wherever possible, the offshore cables will be buried in
the seabed to protect them. Where burial is not possible,
they will be protected using rock berms placed on top
of the cables or an external cable protection system.

Cable landfall

Cable landfalls, or landing points, are the locations where
our subsea cables come ashore.

Where possible, subsea cables are buried under the seabed
to protect the cable from damage. When bringing the cable
ashore, a section of the shoreline is excavated and ducts
that will carry the cable from under the seabed onto land
are installed. The cable is then pulled through the ducts,
which are then buried and the shoreline is reinstated. This
method is called ‘open-cut trenching’

Where open-cut trenching is not possible, a horizontal
directional drilling (HDD) approach can be used to drill and
install ducts underground through the shoreline, providing
an alternative method for cable landfall in areas of bedrock
or challenging geology.

ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3









Our landfall selection
and routing process

SSEN Transmission’s approach to cable landfall selection and cable routing is
underpinned by our statutory obligations and industry recommended practice.

As defined by our statutory obligations, SSEN Transmission aims to: ‘Develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical
electricity transmission system in its licenced area’ and in so doing, to ‘have regard to the desirability of preserving the natural beauty,
of conserving flora, fauna and geological and physiographical features of special interest and protecting sites, buildings and objects
of architectural, historic or archaeological interest; and do what we reasonably can to mitigate any effect which the proposals would
have on the natural beauty of the countryside or on any such flora, fauna, features, sites buildings or objects’.

These duties capture the principal objective of the landfall
selection and routing process which is to:

« Balance technical and cost considerations with
environmental considerations;

» Select a proposed alignment which is economically
viable and technically feasible;

Minimise impacts on important resources or features
of the environment to reduce disturbance to

those living in it, working in it, visiting it or using it
for recreational purposes.

The starting point for all marine cable projects is to establish

the need for the project and to select the preferred strategic
option to deliver it. This process is triggered by the preparation
of several internal assessments and documents which identify
the cable technology to be used and the point on the existing
transmission network where a connection can be made. The
Peterhead Net Zero 2030 Developments site has been identified
as the key connection point in Scotland, for this project.

Once connection points have been identified, cable landfall
selection and associated onshore and offshore routing follows

a number of refinement stages to determine the most
appropriate landfall locations. When selecting subsea cable
routes and landfall locations, SSEN Transmission follows
industry-wide guidance provided by regulatory bodies and
standards organisations including DNV-GL, NatureScot, and SEPA.

ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3
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The following table summarises the outcomes of the RAG assessment for the three corridors:

Category Cruden Bay Corridor A Sandford Bay Corridor B Scotstown Beach Corridor C
Natural Heritage DeSignations ———

Cultural Heritage Designations

Landscape

Agriculture

Forestry __ _

Infrastructure
Crossings

Environmental Design

Ground Conditions

Construction/Maintenance
Proximity to other infrastructure

Design

Corridor A is longer than Corridors B and C and is therefore more likely to contain a greater number of environmental features.
There are more natural heritage and cultural designations along Corridor A.

All corridors lie in close proximity to designated sites (international, national and local) and all corridors contain habitat suitable
to support protected species and features and birds. It is expected that through further detailed routing it will be possible to
minimise or avoid impacts to these habitats and features.

Corridor B does not fall within any designated landscape areas, heritage landscape assets or ancient woodland. Whereas
Corridors A and C both fall within designated areas.

From an engineering perspective, the crossing of other infrastructure being the largest challenge across all corridor options.
All routes would require multiple infrastructure crossings, including gas pipelines, overhead lines, rivers, and roads. There is
a greater potential for peat along Corridor A, but with routing impacts may reduce the impact.

Overall Corridor B is considered to present the fewest engineering and environmental constraints. Further investigations
will be undertaken to choose a preferred corridor and this process will be informed by stakeholder feedback, further
technical analysis and the location of the preferred landfall.

ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3
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Criteria for subsea cable corridors

Technical criteria

The subsea cable corridors have been selected
to avoid:

Known seabed hazards and obstructions such as
wrecks and dumping grounds;

Areas where installation would be difficult or
hazardous, such as steep slopes or irregular rocks;

Areas of marine activity such as shipping lanes,
anchorages and fishing grounds;

Areas of geological instability such as earthquake
zones and landslips; and,

Areas where recovery of the cable for maintenance
would be difficult.

Permitting criteria Environmental criteria

The subsea cable corridor must be acceptable to: The subsea cable corridors have been selected

* The owners of the offshore seabed; to avoid:

o The owners of the foreshore; and, * Known areas of environmental concern, such as
designated areas (MPAs, SACs, SPA), marine

* Military authorities. . L
Y conservation areas, and fishing grounds; and

» Areas where prevailing climatic or sea conditions
would make installation and maintenance activities
difficult or hazardous.

Economic criteria

The corridors also make careful consideration of the
number and type of potential crossings of other
infrastructure and make appropriate consideration
of proximity to other infrastructure. They will also be
reviewed for UXO (Unexploded Ordnance) and other
potentially dangerous areas.

ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3
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Your feedback

Thank you for taking the time to read this consultation booklet. In order to record your views
and improve the effectiveness of our consultation, please complete this short feedback form.

Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS. (Please tick one box per question only)

Q1 Has the requirement for the project been clearly explained?
Yes No Unsure

Comments:

Q2 Have we adequately explained the approach taken to select our proposed cable landfall
locations, onshore and subsea cable routes?

Yes No Unsure

Comments:

Q3 Are there any additional factors or environmental features that you consider to be
important and that should be brought to the attention of the project team?

Comments:

Q4 Do you fish in the area affected by any of the proposed subsea cable routes?
» Please provide details of the type of fishing you do, i.e. mobile or static and the locations; and
¢ Please provide an estimate of how often you fish in this area and the time of year.

Yes No Unsure

Comments:



Q5 Do you have any other comments regarding the proposed EGL3 HVDC Cable
Scheme project?

Comments:

Q6 Overall, how do you feel about the EGL3 HVDC Cable Scheme project?

Comments:

Full name

Address

Telephone
Email
If you would like to be kept informed of progress on the project please tick this box.

If you would like your comments to remain anonymous please tick this box.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this feedback form.

Please submit your completed form by one of the methods below:

Post: Grampian House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3GH

Email: I

Online: www .ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/ eastern-green-link-3

Download: Comments forms and all the information from today's event will also be available to download from the project website.

The feedback form and all information provided in this booklet can also be downloaded from the project websites.

Any information given on the feedback form can be used and published anonymously as part of Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks

consultation report. By completing this feedback form you consent to Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks using feedback for this purpose.

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks is a trading name of: Scottish and Southern Energy Power Distribution Limited Registered in Scotland No.
SC213459; Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc Registered in Scotland No. SC213461; Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution plc Registered in ’
Scotland No. SC213460; (all having their Registered Offices at Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3AQ); and Southern Electric Power J

Distribution plc Registered in England & Wales No. 04094290 having its Registered Office at Number One Forbury Place, 43 Forbury Road, Reading,
Berkshire, RG1 3JH which are members of the SSE Group.













Q7. Do you have any other comments regarding the proposed Eastern Green Link 3 subsea cable?

Comments:

Full name: Email:

Telephone: Address:

We would like to send you relevant communications via email such as invitations to stakeholder events, surveys, updates on
projects, services and future developments from the Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks group listed below. If you
are happy to receive email updates please opt in by ticking the box below. You can unsubscribe at any time by contacting
us at stakeholder.admin@sse.com or by clicking on the unsubscribe link that will be at the end of each of our emails.

If you would like to be kept informed of progress on the project, please tick this box

Thank you for taking the time to complete this feedback form.
Please submit your completed form by one of the methods below:

Post: 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 3GH

Ernait

Online: ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3/

For information on how we collect and process your data please see our privacy notice available at today’s event. This can also
be obtained online at: ssen-transmission.co.uk/privacy

Comments forms and all the information from today’s event will also be available to download from the project website.

We may use Artificial Intelligence (Al) to assist our experienced teams in the analysis of your feedback, so we can categorise
key points raised more quickly. You can learn more about how we're utilising Al at: ssen-transmission.co.uk/AIFAQ

Any information given on the feedback form can be used and published anonymously as part of Scottish and Southern
Electricity Networks consultation report. By completing this feedback form you consent to Scottish and Southern Electricity
Networks using feedback for this purpose.

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks is a trading name of: Scottish and Southern Energy Power Distribution Limited Registered
in Scotland No. SC213459; Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc Registered in Scotland No. SC213461; Scottish Hydro Electric
Power Distribution plc Registered in Scotland No. SC213460; (all having their Registered Offices at Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld
Road Perth PH1 3AQ); and Southern Electric Power Distribution plc Registered in England & Wales No. 04094290 having its Registered
Office at Number One Forbury Place, 43 Forbury Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 3JH which are members of the SSE Group.
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