
[Redacted]
[Redacted]



[Redacted]

[Redacted
]









Eastern Green Link 3 Pre-application Consultation Report 

Document reference C01494a_NGET_REP _00586 

1. Introduction

1.1. Purpose of Document

The Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013, describe the marine licensable activities that require 
pre-application consultation (PAC) and, in combination with sections 22-24 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, outline the pre­
application process and statutory reporting requirements. The Eastern Green Link 3 (EGL 3) is subject to these regulations as it 
involves the installation of subsea cable within Scottish territorial waters (out to 12 nautical miles (NM)). 

For the purposes of seeking the necessary consents, EGL 3 has been split into different 'Schemes' i.e. English Onshore Scheme, 
English Offshore Scheme, Scottish Onshore Scheme and Scottish Offshore Scheme (with the latter hereinafter referred to as 'the 
Proposed Development'). Collectively all components are referred to as 'the Project'. The Proposed Development comprises 
approximately 145 km of subsea High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) cable to be installed between the landfall at Sandford Bay, 
Aberdeenshire and the boundary with adjacent English waters. The scope of this PAC Report is limited to activities of the Proposed 
Development, however details of the wider Project have been provided where needed for context and information. 

This PAC Report records the consultation process for the Proposed Development which has been undertaken prior to submission of 
the application for a Marine Licence, in accordance with the above legislation and in the manner prescribed in the Schedule to the 
Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013, the Schedule form is also submitted alongside this report 
for compliance however the detail is contained within this report. The aim of the programme of consultation was to engage with 
statutory and non-statutory consultees, local communities, commercial fishers, landowners and individual residents to gain feedback 
on the Proposed Development The report also describes the key responses received and details the actions taken in response to the 
feedback. 

1.2. Document Structure 

This PAC Report is comprised of eight parts as follows 

1. Introduction - sets out the purpose of the PAC Report.

2. Proposed Licensable Marine Activities - outlines Proposed Development background and provides a description of key

elements.

• Applicant and Licensee details.

3. The Consultation Process - describes consultation framework and methods used.

4. Responses and Key Issues - summarises the range of responses, key comments, and issues raised throughout the

consultation process

5. Responses to Consultations - describes how the comments and issues raised during consultation will be addressed.

6. Conclusions -a summary of the conclusions reached and identification of any actions going forward.

• Certification.

The main body of this PAC Report is supported by a series of appendices for reference. 
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EGL3 marine cable consultation 

- communications to stakeholders 

 

9/5/2025 

Dear Community Councillors 

Eastern Green Link 3 – Marine licence pre-application consultation event 

I am writing to share information about a statutory pre-application consultation event 
for the marine cable element of our proposed Eastern Green Link 3 project in Scottish 
waters. The pre-application event is undertaken in advance of our Marine Licence 
application to the Marine Directorate.  

The feedback period closes on 6 July 2025. 

Non-statutory underground land cable information sharing 

We will also take the opportunity to share information on the preferred alignment of the 
land cable element of this project. This is the same information that we presented 
during consultation events in Longside and Boddam in March this year. The proposed 
underground cable would link the landfall at Sandford Bay and Netherton Hub.  

The event 

The community are being invited to attend the following event: 

Thursday 22 May, 3-7pm  

Peterhead Football Club, Balmoor Stadium, Balmoor Terrace, Peterhead, AB42 1EQ 

Advertising the events 

The events are being advertised in local press, via email distribution lists, and via mail 
drop.  

Also attached is a colour poster that you are invited to circulate online or locally via your 
established channels. 

Find out more 

The consultation and information material, including maps showing the onshore 
and offshore cable route, is now live on our website and can be viewed on the 
Documents tab of the following webpage:  www.ssen-
transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3/ 



Our public events are a good opportunity to learn more about our proposals by meeting 
the team in person, viewing our information materials and asking any questions you 
may have.  

Should you wish to discuss any details about the project or the event, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch. 

Best wishes 

 

 

 





Email to community – Tractivity 

19 May 2025 

 

Good morning  

Eastern Green Link 3 – Marine licence pre-application consultation event 

You are invited to attend a drop-in consultation event in connection with Eastern Green 
Link 3 (EGL3) on Thursday 22 May. 

This statutory pre-application consultation event is for the marine cable element of our 
proposed EGL3 project in Scottish waters. The pre-application event is undertaken in 
advance of our Marine Licence application to the Marine Directorate. 

EGL3 is being jointly developed by SSEN Transmission and National Grid Energy 
Transmission. During this consultation event, you will be able to meet the project team 
and view information on our proposal to install a 580km subsea high voltage direct 
current (HVDC) cable between landfalls at Sandford Bay in Peterhead and the 
Lincolnshire coast in England. 

The feedback period is open until 6 July 2025 and you can provide feedback via the 
online form on the project webpage at ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-
map/eastern-green-link-3/. 

The event 

The community are being invited to attend the following event: 

• Thursday 22 May, 3-7pm  
Peterhead Football Club, Balmoor Stadium, Balmoor Terrace, Peterhead, AB42 
1EQ 

Find out more 

If you can't attend the event, the consultation and information material is now live on 
our website and can be viewed on the Documents tab of the following 
webpage:  www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3/ 

Our public events are a good opportunity to learn more about our proposals by meeting 
the team in person, viewing our information materials and asking any questions you 
may have. 

Non-statutory underground land cable information sharing 

We will also share information on the preferred alignment of the land cable element of 
this project. This is the same information that we presented during consultation events 



in Longside and Boddam in March this year. The proposed underground cable would link 
the Eastern Green Link 3 landfall site at Sandford Bay and Netherton Hub.  

Should you wish to discuss any details about the project or the event, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch. 

Best wishes 
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Subsea cables and landfall

08  Eastern Green Link 3 HVDC Cable Scheme

Why are subsea cables important?

Subsea electricity transmission cables are important critical 
infrastructure that carry power from areas where power 
is generated to areas of high demand where the power is 
consumed. Subsea cables provide an alternative to onshore 
power transmission and can help to increase redundancy 
and security of the energy system.

The proposed HVDC system will include approximately 
550km  of subsea cable linking landfall sites in Scotland 
and England. The subsea HVDC system is expected to 
consist of two conductor cables and one fibre optic 
communications cable these will be installed either 
bundled within a single trench, or separately in two separate 
trenches. These cables will be installed within one of the 
marine cable corridor options currently being considered. 
These identified corridor options are approximately 1km 
wide to allow for route refinement throughout the project 
development, which will be informed by detailed landfall 
assessment, marine surveys and engineering activities.

Wherever possible, the offshore cables will be buried in 
the seabed to protect them. Where burial is not possible, 
they will be protected using rock berms placed on top 
of the cables or an external cable protection system.

Cable landfall

Cable landfalls, or landing points, are the locations where 
our subsea cables come ashore.

Where possible, subsea cables are buried under the seabed 
to protect the cable from damage. When bringing the cable 
ashore, a section of the shoreline is excavated and ducts 
that will carry the cable from under the seabed onto land 
are installed. The cable is then pulled through the ducts, 
which are then buried and the shoreline is reinstated. This 
method is called ‘open-cut trenching’.

Where open-cut trenching is not possible, a horizontal 
directional drilling (HDD) approach can be used to drill and 
install ducts underground through the shoreline, providing 
an alternative method for cable landfall in areas of bedrock 
or challenging geology.

ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3
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Our landfall selection 
and routing process

SSEN Transmission’s approach to cable landfall selection and cable routing is 
underpinned by our statutory obligations and industry recommended practice. 

As defined by our statutory obligations, SSEN Transmission aims to: ‘Develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical 
electricity transmission system in its licenced area’ and in so doing, to ‘have regard to the desirability of preserving the natural beauty, 
of conserving flora, fauna and geological and physiographical features of special interest and protecting sites, buildings and objects 
of architectural, historic or archaeological interest; and do what we reasonably can to mitigate any effect which the proposals would 
have on the natural beauty of the countryside or on any such flora, fauna, features, sites buildings or objects’.

These duties capture the principal objective of the landfall 
selection and routing process which is to:

•	 Balance technical and cost considerations with 
environmental considerations; 

•	 Select a proposed alignment which is economically 
viable and technically feasible;

•	 Minimise impacts on important resources or features
of the environment to reduce disturbance to 
those living in it, working in it, visiting it or using it 
for recreational purposes. 

The starting point for all marine cable projects is to establish 
the need for the project and to select the preferred strategic 
option to deliver it. This process is triggered by the preparation 
of several internal assessments and documents which identify 
the cable technology to be used and the point on the existing 
transmission network where a connection can be made. The 
Peterhead Net Zero 2030 Developments site has been identified 
as the key connection point in Scotland, for this project.

Once connection points have been identified, cable landfall 
selection and associated onshore and offshore routing follows
a number of refinement stages to determine the most 
appropriate landfall locations. When selecting subsea cable 
routes and landfall locations, SSEN Transmission follows 
industry-wide guidance provided by regulatory bodies and 
standards organisations including DNV-GL, NatureScot, and SEPA.

ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/eastern-green-link-3
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Criteria for subsea cable corridors 

Technical criteria

The subsea cable corridors have been selected 
to avoid:

•	 Known seabed hazards and obstructions such as 
wrecks and dumping grounds;

•	 Areas where installation would be difficult or 
hazardous, such as steep slopes or irregular rocks;

•	 Areas of marine activity such as shipping lanes, 
anchorages and fishing grounds;

•	 Areas of geological instability such as earthquake 
zones and landslips; and,

•	 Areas where recovery of the cable for maintenance 
would be difficult.

Environmental criteria

The subsea cable corridors have been selected 
to avoid:

•	 Known areas of environmental concern, such as 
designated areas (MPAs, SACs, SPA), marine 
conservation areas, and fishing grounds; and

•	 Areas where prevailing climatic or sea conditions
would make installation and maintenance activities 
difficult or hazardous.

Permitting criteria

The subsea cable corridor must be acceptable to:

•	 The owners of the offshore seabed; 

•	 The owners of the foreshore; and,

•	 Military authorities. 

Economic criteria

The corridors also make careful consideration of the 
number and type of potential crossings of other 
infrastructure and make appropriate consideration 
of proximity to other infrastructure. They will also be 
reviewed for UXO (Unexploded Ordnance) and other 
potentially dangerous areas.




















