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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1 This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report is submitted by Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc, 
operating and known as Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks Transmission (SSEN Transmission), as 
part of an application for full planning permission under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as 
amended) (‘TCPA 1997') for Knocknagael Substation Extension at the existing Knocknagael Substation, Essich 
Road, Inverness. 

1.1.2 The PAC Report is submitted as a requirement of S35C of the TCPA 1997 in accordance with requirements 
prescribed in the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 
2013 (as amended) (The DMRs) and particularly with reference to Section 7B, which prescribes specific content 
for PAC Reports.   

1.1.3 In general, the PAC Report provides an overview of the consultation programme and describes: the findings 
from the PAC process; the steps taken to meet statutory requirements; the feedback received during the PAC 
process, and how we responded. 

1.1.4 This PAC Report is comprised of five parts: 

1: Introduction; 

2: Project Background – outlines the background to the project and provides a description of the key 
elements and non-statutory consultation undertaken; 

3: The Consultation Process – describes the submission of Proposal of Application Notices (PANs); the 
dates and venues for consultation events; any additional consultation required (or otherwise) by the local 
planning authority; 

4: Feedback and How the Project Has Responded– summarises the written responses to consultation and 
the views raised at public events, as well as the number of written responses received and attendees at 
events and describes how we took account of views raised during the pre-application consultation 
process, and how members of the public were given feedback on our consideration of the views raised; 
and 

5: Conclusion.  

1.1.5 Appendices are attached to provide evidence of consultation carried out, under the terms of the 
abovementioned Regulations. 



 
 
 

Knocknagael Substation Extension, Essich, Inverness  Page 2 
Pre-Application Consultation Report  July 2024 

2. PROJECT BACKGROUND 

2.1.1 Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (hereafter known as SSEN Transmission), operating under licence 
held by Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc, owns, operates and develops the high voltage electricity 
transmission system in the north of Scotland and remote islands and has a statutory duty under Schedule 9 of 
the Electricity Act to develop and maintain an efficient, co-ordinated and economical electrical transmission 
system in its licence area. 

2.2 Site Description 

2.2.1 As part of the works required to connect the Loch na Cathrach generation into the wider grid, it is necessary to 
undertake a substation extension at Knocknagael. The works will involve an extension of the existing footprint 
of the substation at Knocknagael. The proposed connection is for a single 275kV circuit which requires a 
connection on one side of the bus section (one side of the existing Knocknagael substation). The proposed 
development is in line with SSEN Transmission’s commitment and licence obligation to facilitate the connection 
of renewable generators to the grid through an economical, efficient and coordinated approach to transmission 
reinforcement. 

2.3 Proposed Development 
 
Construction Activities 

2.3.1 Key tasks during construction of the substation are as follows: 

• Enabling work (e.g. forestry clearance, public road improvements and establishment of temporary 
works such as construction drainage and site compound/welfare); 

• Construction of cut/fill to provide a level platform; 

• Construction of permanent access roads and drainage; 

• Construction of civil engineering infrastructure; 

• Installation of mechanical/electrical equipment; 

• Inspections and commissioning; and 

• Removal of temporary works, landscape design implementation (if required) and site reinstatement. 
 
Access During Construction 

2.3.2 Construction access to the proposed development will be via a new proposed temporary entrance off Essich 
public road. Permanent access during operation will be via the existing Knocknagael substation access road off 
the public road.   

2.3.3 Access arrangements are described and shown in the information submitted as part of the planning application 
to The Highland Council (THC).  
 
 
Biodiversity Net Gain 

2.3.4 SSEN Transmission has a target for projects gaining consent to achieve positive effects for biodiversity. This is 
aligned to the Scottish Government’s NPF4 Policy 3 aim for proposed developments to contribute to biodiversity 
enhancement. 
 
Programme 
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• The programme for the Proposed Development is subject to change but it is anticipated that 
construction of the Proposed Development would take place over approximately a 32-month period 
following the granting of consents, with an anticipated completion date of Summer 2028.  

2.4 Requirement for Pre-application Consultation 

2.4.1 Regulation 4 of the DMRs requires that pre-application consultation is carried out for all national and major 
developments. National and major development types are defined by the Town and Country Planning 
(Hierarchy of Development) (Scotland) Regulations 2009 ('the Hierarchy Regulations’). 

2.4.2 National developments are developments or classes described as such in National Planning Framework 4 
(NPF4). Development is major development if it meets the thresholds or criteria associated with different 
development types in the Schedule attached to the Hierarchy Regulations. All developments that are not 
national or major are classified as local developments and are not required to undergo pre-application 
consultation.  

2.4.3 Knocknagael Substation Extension is a National Development.  

2.5 Early Non-Statutory Consultation 

2.5.1 The project carried out early non-statutory consultation events on the Loch na Cathrach scheme, focusing on 
site selection options for the extension and the associated cable route options to connect the consented 
Pumped Storage Hydro Scheme with Knocknagael substation. Consultation on the project included a face-to-
face public engagement event. The purpose of this event was to provide information and to seek the views and 
comments of members of the public, local stakeholders and statutory consultees. The event took place on 
Thursday 28 April 2022 at Lochardil House Hotel in Inverness, from 14:00 to 19:00. The consultation material 
was made available in booklet format at the event and online, allowing members of the public and opportunity to 
access and view the material until the feedback period closed on Friday 27th May 2022. 

2.6 Pre-application Consultation with Local Planning Authority 

2.6.1 A pre-application consultation meeting was held with The Highland Council on 18 January 2023. An overview of 
the Proposed Development including the proposed Knocknagael substation extension and the associated UGC 
connection (regarded as benefitting from Permitted Development rights and is therefore not considered as 
constituting a Major or National development) was provided. 

2.6.2 THC provided a written response on 15 February 2023 setting out its consultation response in regard to key 
issues that should be considered as part of the environmental assessment process and as part of the planning 
application process. 

2.6.3 The pre-application response from THC confirmed any subsequent planning application must be accompanied 
by a Pre-application Consultation report.  
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3. THE CONSULTATION PROCESS 
3.1 Overview  

3.1.1 This section describes the consultation process and demonstrates how statutory PAC requirements have been 
met. The PAC process is specified in Section 35B of the TCPA 1997, and in Regulation 7 of the DMRs.  

3.2 Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) 

3.2.1 A PAN must be submitted to the Local Planning Authority (LPA), containing the information prescribed in 35B(4) 
of the TCPA 1997 and Regulation 6 of the DMRs, including an account of what consultation the applicant 
intends to undertake and information as to when such consultation is to take place, with whom and what form it 
will take.  

3.2.2 A PAN was submitted to The Highland Council on 27th March 2024, triggering the beginning of the statutory 
consultation period.  The PAN provided the Council with an outline of the application details, dates of public 
events, publicity arrangements, and confirmation of the site location.   

3.2.3 Copies of the PAN(s) and attachments are provided in Appendix A.  

3.2.4 No additional information or consultation was requested from The Highland Council in response to the PAN 
submission. An acknowledgement letter was received on the 23rd April 2024. The PAN was reported to the 
South Planning Applications Committee on the 18th June 2024 and a link to the report was received via e-mail 
on the 18th June 2024. 

3.2.5 In addition to the PAN and attachments being sent to the LPA, below is a list of other parties these were sent to 
via e-mail on 27th March 2024 

• Dores and Essich Community Council 
• Strathnairn Community Council 
• Stratherrick and Foyers Community Council 
• Cllr Chris Balance 
• Cllr Helen Crawford 
• Cllr David Fraser 
• Cllr Emma Knox 
• Cllr Alasdair Christie 
• Cllr Jackie Hendry 
• Cllr Andrew MacKintosh 
• Kate Forbes MSP 
• Drew Hendry MP 

 

3.3 Newspaper Notices 

3.3.1 Newspaper adverts must be published in respect of public events, the form of which is described in Regulation 
7 of the DMRs. Notice of these public events must be published at least 7 days in advance in a newspaper 
circulating in the locality of the proposed development.  The second (or final) public event must be held at least 
14 days after the first public event. 

3.3.2 In respect of the first consultation event, a newspaper notice was published in The Press and Journal, Highland 
Edition on Friday 5th April 2024. 

3.3.3 In respect of the final consultation event, a newspaper notice was published in The Press and Journal, Highland 
edition on Friday 31st May 2024 

3.3.4 Copies of the newspaper notices are provided in Appendix B.  
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The notices directed readers to the project website and Community Liaison Manager contact details for further 
information.  

 

3.4 Advertising Public Events 

3.4.1 In addition to the publication of the newspaper notices, the public events were advertised in the following ways: 

• Public consultation posters providing general introductory information on the proposals and advertising the 
planned public events were published in two newspapers, shown in Appendix C.  

Event 1: The Press and Journal, Highland edition on Friday 5th April 2024. 

Event 2: The Press and Journal, Highland edition on Tuesday 4th June 2024 

 

• Public consultation posters were circulated to the Dores and Essich, Stratherrick and Foyers and Strathnairn 
Community Councils for sharing with their communities and on their media platforms.  

• Maildrops were issued for both events to all properties within a 10 km section around the substation, Including 
the cable route, encompassing 4,643 residential properties and 60 commercial properties, shown in Appendix 
C. These landed on doorsteps around the 9th April 2024 

• Emails to the elected Councillors and MSPs in the area. 
• Notification was made via social media, by means of the SSEN Transmission Facebook and X (Twitter) feed. 
3.4.2 The project website Loch na Cathrach Pumped Storage Grid Connection (ssen-

transmission.co.uk/lochnacathrach). 

3.4.3 The Applicant produced a public consultation poster to provide some general introductory information on the 
proposals and for advertisement of the planned public events, attached in Appendix D. This was also put in 
notice boards at the venue and In other local public places. 

 

3.5 Public Consultation Events 

First Consultation Event - PAC 1 

3.5.1 The first public consultation event was held at Green Drive Hall, Inverness on Wednesday 17th April 2024 from 
14:00 - 18:30. 

3.5.2 The consultation feedback period ran for 4 weeks from 17th April until 15th May 2024. 

3.5.3 The purpose of the first public event was to provide an opportunity for members of the public, local stakeholders 
and statutory authorities to view information about the project, ask questions and provide feedback in person.   

• The Applicant produced a number of consultation materials to explain the proposals, including 
information banners shown in Appendix D. 

• Additional visual aids including A2 maps of the project proposals. 
• Consultation booklets available for attendants to take away, with contact details, key dates, and 

information on how to provide comments online shown in Appendix E. 
• Feedback forms, including the closing date for feedback, a template for which is shown in pages 23-24 

of Appendix E. 

3.5.4 A sign-in register was used to understand the number of attendees. A total of 48 attendees were recorded. 

3.5.5 Following the consultation event, SSEN Transmission issued an update on the project website thanking 
members of the public for attending and advised all material that had been displayed was available for 
download (ssen-transmission.co.uk/lochnacathrach). 

https://ssen-transmission.co.uk/lochnacathrach
https://ssen-transmission.co.uk/lochnacathrach
https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/red-john-pump-storage-scheme-275kv-connection/
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3.5.6 SSEN Transmission received two pieces of written feedback throughout the consultation period. Verbal 
feedback from the event was also captured and responded to in the final event materials. 

Final Consultation Event PAC - 2 

3.5.7 The final public consultation event was held at Green Drive Hall, Inverness on Wednesday 12th June 2024 from 
14:00 - 18:30.   

3.5.8 The purpose of the final public event was to give feedback to members of the public in respect of comments 
received as regards the proposed development from earlier consultation, and to provide further opportunity to 
view information about the project, ask questions and provide feedback in person. 

3.5.9 Consultation materials comprised the same as that used for the first public event with the addition of materials 
attached as Appendix E. In line with PAC requirements, consultees at the final event were provided a summary 
of comments received at the first event. This was published in the consultation material for the final event, and 
can be seen at pages 18-19 in Appendix F. 

3.5.10 Interested parties were informed via consultation materials in respect of all public events that the purpose of this 
consultation was to provide feedback to the prospective applicant only, and that an opportunity to comment on 
the proposals directly to the LPA would be provided at the planning application stages should the proposed 
development progress to that stage. This is evidenced in documents submitted in the Appendices, including the 
consultation booklet in Appendix G 

3.5.11 The feedback period for the final public consultation event was just over 4 weeks and closed on Friday 12th July 
2024 at 5pm. Information on this was contained within the consultation booklet and on the project web page. 

3.5.12 A sign-in register was used to understand the number of attendees. A total of 9 attendees were recorded. 

3.5.13 No further comments on the Proposed Development were received during or after the final consultation event. 

 

3.6 Additional Steps Taken to Consultation 

3.6.1 There were no further steps, such as virtual consultation events, undertaken to consult on this project. 
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4. HOW HAS THE PROJECT RESPONDED TO FEEDBACK  
4.1  Public Consultation Feedback and Responses 

4.1.1 This section documents how the project has responded to the themes raised by stakeholders through the 
consultation process. We address each theme in turn below. These responses to the feedback raised were 
detailed in the Consultation Booklet and Banners for the second public consultation event.  

4.1.2 Table 1 below summarises the comments received. Feedback has been grouped into the following themes: 
Environmental, Construction, Biodiversity Net Gain, and Community Benefit.   

Table 1: Summary Feedback from First Public Event 

Theme Response 

Environmental 

Information on well-
established and occupied 
kestrel nest boxes has been 
provided. Further information 
can be provided if requested 
by SSEN Transmission. I am 
in the area between Essich 
and Loch Ness most days 
and monitor all the nesting 
raptors I find in that area 
including kestrels, tawny 
owls, red kites, buzzards and 
ospreys. If this project is to 
be completed with minimal 
disturbance to nesting birds 
then it is considered it would 
be advantageous for contact 
to be maintained with SSEN 
Transmission. 

We appreciate and are grateful for the feedback in this respect and have 
factored the location and needs of the nest boxes into our environmental 
assessment. An information request for relevant information has been made 
by our environmental consultant with the Highland Raptor Study Group with 
the details set out in the Voluntary Environmental Appraisal.  

The Voluntary Environmental Appraisal sets out mitigation and commitments 
to ensure disturbance to raptors is minimised. The Voluntary Environmental 
Appraisal will be submitted as part of the planning application and, apart 
from any confidential information, will be publicly available to review. 

Construction  

Concerns around 
construction traffic coming 
through Strathnairn area. 

We are aware of the concerns of excessive construction traffic in the 
Strathnairn area caused by the works for this project, the Loch na Cathrach 
Pumped Storage Hydro scheme itself and other projects in the area. Whilst 
we are yet to confirm our construction traffic routes we are liaising with other 
projects in the area to minimise impacts where possible and envisage that 
the majority of construction traffic for the works at Knocknagael Substation 
will avoid Strathnairn and instead utilise the A8082 and Essich Road.  

Our planning application will include a transport statement outlining our plans 
for construction traffic access. Prior to any works commencing on site a 
Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) will be in place and agreed 
with The Highland Council. It is anticipated the requirement for the CTMP 
would be secured by an appropriately worded planning condition.   

Community Benefit  

Will there be community 
benefit to the local people, 

We would like to thank residents for providing their feedback suggesting 
community benefits they would like to see implemented within the local area. 
We will work with the community to further explore the suggestions being 
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Theme Response 

specifically those areas 
directly impacted by the 
project. 

made and will seek to review suggestions and better understand local 
needs, identifying initiatives that could be developed during construction. 

Our Community Benefit fund launched the first round of funding in November 
2024. Future funding for this region will be available for local communities to 
bid for. 

We will continue to engage with the local community and community 
councils to promote community benefit opportunities. 

Further information can be found on our website:  https://www.ssen-
transmission.co.uk/information-centre/community-benefit-fund/ 

Biodiversity Net Gain 
benefit 

Is there an opportunity for 
SSEN Transmission to 
support a local biodiversity 
scheme. 

Details of the scheme were noted at the public event in April 2024. 
Biodiversity net gain (BNG) assessment is reported in the planning 
application documentation and will be publicly available to review.  

Environmental  

Local ecology and habitats 
predominantly along the 
proposed underground cable 
alignment are of local 
interest. Are SSEN 
Transmission aware of these 
and what will be done to 
protect them. 

We have undertaken a suite of environmental surveys at the substation 
location and along the proposed underground cable alignment. This includes 
ecology, ornithology and habitat surveys. The survey results inform the 
Voluntary Environmental Appraisal . The Voluntary Environmental Appraisal 
sets out required mitigation and commitments to ensure disturbance to 
ecology, ornithology and habitats is minimised. The Voluntary Environmental 
Appraisal will be submitted as part of the Knocknagael substation extension 
planning application and, apart from any confidential information, will be 
publicly available to view. 
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5. CONCLUSIONS 

5.1.1 This PAC Report documents the consultation which ran for 12 weeks, starting 17th April 2024 to 12th July 2024. 

5.1.2 The PAN was submitted to the LPA on 27th March 2024. Following this, a first public consultation event was 
held at Green Drive Hall, Inverness on 17th April 2024, and a final consultation event at Green Drive Hall, 
Inverness on 12th June 2024.  

5.1.3 The consultation was designed to facilitate engagement with the local community, community councils, 
statutory authorities and local leadership in order to invite feedback on the Proposed Development. The 
common themes from the feedback were: 

• Environmental 

• Construction 

• Community Benefit 

• Biodiversity net Gain 

 

5.1.4 The approach to public consultation has ensured that the relevant stakeholders have been given the 
opportunity to comment on the proposals. This has enabled locally important issues and concerns to be 
identified and subsequently considered in the preparation of the Knocknagael Substation Extension planning 
application. 

5.1.5 This PAC process has been informed by the statutory process laid out in the TCPA 1997 and the DMRs as 
referenced above.   
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6. APPENDICES  

APPENDIX A: KNOCKNAGAEL SUBSTATION EXTENSION 
PROJECT PROPOSAL OF APPLICATION NOTICE  
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APPENDIX B: PUBLIC CONSULTATION NEWSPAPER NOTICES 
 
Public Consultation Newspaper Notices Event 1: 
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APPENDIX C: PUBLIC CONSULTATION ADVERTISING 
Public Consultation Newspaper Adverts Event 1: 
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Public Consultation Maildrop Letter and Flyer Event 1:
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Public Consultation Newspaper Adverts Event 2: 
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Public Consultation Maildrop Flyer Event 2: 
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APPENDIX D: CONSULTATION BANNERS EVENT 1 
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APPENDIX E: CONSULTATION BOOKLET EVENT 1 
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APPENDIX F: CONSULTATION BANNERS EVENT 2  
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APPENDIX H: LIST OF STAKEHOLDERS 
 
 

Number Consultee 
1 SEPA, Planning North 
2 NatureScot 
3 Scottish Water 
4 Transport Scotland 
5 Highland Council 
6 Forestry and Land Scotland 
7 Scottish Forestry 
8 Historic Environment Scotland (HES) 
9 Ness District Salmon Fishery Board 
10 Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) 
11 Sustrans Scotland 
12 BT 
13 Civil Aviation Authority - Airspace 
14 Defence Infrastructure Organisation  
15 Fisheries Management Scotland 
16 Joint Radio Company 
17 John Muir Trust 
18 Mountaineering Scotland 
19 NATS Safeguarding 
20 Scottish Rights of Way and Access Society (ScotWays) 
21 Scottish Wildlife Trust 
22 Scottish Wild Land Group (SWLG) 
23 Visit Scotland 
24 Glasgow Airport Safeguarding 
25 Edinburgh Airport Safeguarding 
26 The Coal Authority 
27 Ness and Beauly Fisheries Trust 
28 Scottish Raptor Study Group 
29 Inverness Disability Access Panel 
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	1. Introduction
	1.1.1 This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report is submitted by Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc, operating and known as Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks Transmission (SSEN Transmission), as part of an application for full plann...
	1.1.2 The PAC Report is submitted as a requirement of S35C of the TCPA 1997 in accordance with requirements prescribed in the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 (as amended) (The DMRs) and particul...
	1.1.3 In general, the PAC Report provides an overview of the consultation programme and describes: the findings from the PAC process; the steps taken to meet statutory requirements; the feedback received during the PAC process, and how we responded.
	1.1.4 This PAC Report is comprised of five parts:
	1.1.5 Appendices are attached to provide evidence of consultation carried out, under the terms of the abovementioned Regulations.

	2. Project Background
	2.1.1 Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (hereafter known as SSEN Transmission), operating under licence held by Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc, owns, operates and develops the high voltage electricity transmission system in the nort...
	2.2 Site Description
	2.2.1 As part of the works required to connect the Loch na Cathrach generation into the wider grid, it is necessary to undertake a substation extension at Knocknagael. The works will involve an extension of the existing footprint of the substation at ...

	2.3 Proposed Development
	2.3.1 Key tasks during construction of the substation are as follows:
	2.3.2 Construction access to the proposed development will be via a new proposed temporary entrance off Essich public road. Permanent access during operation will be via the existing Knocknagael substation access road off the public road.
	2.3.3 Access arrangements are described and shown in the information submitted as part of the planning application to The Highland Council (THC).
	2.3.4 SSEN Transmission has a target for projects gaining consent to achieve positive effects for biodiversity. This is aligned to the Scottish Government’s NPF4 Policy 3 aim for proposed developments to contribute to biodiversity enhancement.

	2.4 Requirement for Pre-application Consultation
	2.4.1 Regulation 4 of the DMRs requires that pre-application consultation is carried out for all national and major developments. National and major development types are defined by the Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of Development) (Scotland) R...
	2.4.2 National developments are developments or classes described as such in National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4). Development is major development if it meets the thresholds or criteria associated with different development types in the Schedule atta...
	2.4.3 Knocknagael Substation Extension is a National Development.

	2.5 Early Non-Statutory Consultation
	2.5.1 The project carried out early non-statutory consultation events on the Loch na Cathrach scheme, focusing on site selection options for the extension and the associated cable route options to connect the consented Pumped Storage Hydro Scheme with...

	2.6 Pre-application Consultation with Local Planning Authority
	2.6.1 A pre-application consultation meeting was held with The Highland Council on 18 January 2023. An overview of the Proposed Development including the proposed Knocknagael substation extension and the associated UGC connection (regarded as benefitt...
	2.6.2 THC provided a written response on 15 February 2023 setting out its consultation response in regard to key issues that should be considered as part of the environmental assessment process and as part of the planning application process.
	2.6.3 The pre-application response from THC confirmed any subsequent planning application must be accompanied by a Pre-application Consultation report.


	3. The Consultation Process
	3.1 Overview
	3.1.1 This section describes the consultation process and demonstrates how statutory PAC requirements have been met. The PAC process is specified in Section 35B of the TCPA 1997, and in Regulation 7 of the DMRs.

	3.2 Proposal of Application Notice (PAN)
	3.2.1 A PAN must be submitted to the Local Planning Authority (LPA), containing the information prescribed in 35B(4) of the TCPA 1997 and Regulation 6 of the DMRs, including an account of what consultation the applicant intends to undertake and inform...
	3.2.2 A PAN was submitted to The Highland Council on 27th March 2024, triggering the beginning of the statutory consultation period.  The PAN provided the Council with an outline of the application details, dates of public events, publicity arrangemen...
	3.2.3 Copies of the PAN(s) and attachments are provided in Appendix A.
	3.2.4 No additional information or consultation was requested from The Highland Council in response to the PAN submission. An acknowledgement letter was received on the 23rd April 2024. The PAN was reported to the South Planning Applications Committee...
	3.2.5 In addition to the PAN and attachments being sent to the LPA, below is a list of other parties these were sent to via e-mail on 27th March 2024

	3.3 Newspaper Notices
	3.3.1 Newspaper adverts must be published in respect of public events, the form of which is described in Regulation 7 of the DMRs. Notice of these public events must be published at least 7 days in advance in a newspaper circulating in the locality of...
	3.3.2 In respect of the first consultation event, a newspaper notice was published in The Press and Journal, Highland Edition on Friday 5th April 2024.
	3.3.3 In respect of the final consultation event, a newspaper notice was published in The Press and Journal, Highland edition on Friday 31st May 2024
	3.3.4 Copies of the newspaper notices are provided in Appendix B.
	The notices directed readers to the project website and Community Liaison Manager contact details for further information.

	3.4 Advertising Public Events
	3.4.1 In addition to the publication of the newspaper notices, the public events were advertised in the following ways:
	 Public consultation posters providing general introductory information on the proposals and advertising the planned public events were published in two newspapers, shown in Appendix C.
	Event 1: The Press and Journal, Highland edition on Friday 5th April 2024.
	Event 2: The Press and Journal, Highland edition on Tuesday 4th June 2024
	 Public consultation posters were circulated to the Dores and Essich, Stratherrick and Foyers and Strathnairn Community Councils for sharing with their communities and on their media platforms.
	 Maildrops were issued for both events to all properties within a 10 km section around the substation, Including the cable route, encompassing 4,643 residential properties and 60 commercial properties, shown in Appendix C. These landed on doorsteps a...
	 Emails to the elected Councillors and MSPs in the area.
	 Notification was made via social media, by means of the SSEN Transmission Facebook and X (Twitter) feed.
	3.4.2 The project website Loch na Cathrach Pumped Storage Grid Connection (ssen-transmission.co.uk/lochnacathrach).
	3.4.3 The Applicant produced a public consultation poster to provide some general introductory information on the proposals and for advertisement of the planned public events, attached in Appendix D. This was also put in notice boards at the venue and...

	3.5 Public Consultation Events
	3.5.1 The first public consultation event was held at Green Drive Hall, Inverness on Wednesday 17th April 2024 from 14:00 - 18:30.
	3.5.2 The consultation feedback period ran for 4 weeks from 17th April until 15th May 2024.
	3.5.3 The purpose of the first public event was to provide an opportunity for members of the public, local stakeholders and statutory authorities to view information about the project, ask questions and provide feedback in person.
	3.5.4 A sign-in register was used to understand the number of attendees. A total of 48 attendees were recorded.
	3.5.5 Following the consultation event, SSEN Transmission issued an update on the project website thanking members of the public for attending and advised all material that had been displayed was available for download (ssen-transmission.co.uk/lochnac...
	3.5.6 SSEN Transmission received two pieces of written feedback throughout the consultation period. Verbal feedback from the event was also captured and responded to in the final event materials.
	3.5.7 The final public consultation event was held at Green Drive Hall, Inverness on Wednesday 12th June 2024 from 14:00 - 18:30.
	3.5.8 The purpose of the final public event was to give feedback to members of the public in respect of comments received as regards the proposed development from earlier consultation, and to provide further opportunity to view information about the p...
	3.5.9 Consultation materials comprised the same as that used for the first public event with the addition of materials attached as Appendix E. In line with PAC requirements, consultees at the final event were provided a summary of comments received at...
	3.5.10 Interested parties were informed via consultation materials in respect of all public events that the purpose of this consultation was to provide feedback to the prospective applicant only, and that an opportunity to comment on the proposals dir...
	3.5.11 The feedback period for the final public consultation event was just over 4 weeks and closed on Friday 12th July 2024 at 5pm. Information on this was contained within the consultation booklet and on the project web page.
	3.5.12 A sign-in register was used to understand the number of attendees. A total of 9 attendees were recorded.
	3.5.13 No further comments on the Proposed Development were received during or after the final consultation event.

	3.6 Additional Steps Taken to Consultation
	3.6.1 There were no further steps, such as virtual consultation events, undertaken to consult on this project.


	4. HOW HAS THE PROJECT RESPONDED TO FEEDBACK
	4.1  Public Consultation Feedback and Responses
	4.1.1 This section documents how the project has responded to the themes raised by stakeholders through the consultation process. We address each theme in turn below. These responses to the feedback raised were detailed in the Consultation Booklet and...
	4.1.2 Table 1 below summarises the comments received. Feedback has been grouped into the following themes: Environmental, Construction, Biodiversity Net Gain, and Community Benefit.


	5. Conclusions
	5.1.1 This PAC Report documents the consultation which ran for 12 weeks, starting 17th April 2024 to 12th July 2024.
	5.1.2 The PAN was submitted to the LPA on 27th March 2024. Following this, a first public consultation event was held at Green Drive Hall, Inverness on 17th April 2024, and a final consultation event at Green Drive Hall, Inverness on 12th June 2024.
	5.1.3 The consultation was designed to facilitate engagement with the local community, community councils, statutory authorities and local leadership in order to invite feedback on the Proposed Development. The common themes from the feedback were:
	 Environmental
	5.1.4 The approach to public consultation has ensured that the relevant stakeholders have been given the opportunity to comment on the proposals. This has enabled locally important issues and concerns to be identified and subsequently considered in th...
	5.1.5 This PAC process has been informed by the statutory process laid out in the TCPA 1997 and the DMRs as referenced above.

	6. Appendices
	Appendix A: Knocknagael Substation Extension Project Proposal of Application Notice


