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GLOSSARY   

Term Definition 

Above Ordnance Datum 

(AOD) 

A vertical datum used by an Ordnance survey as the basis for 

deriving altitudes on maps. 

AC Alternating current. 

Alignment A centre line of an overhead line, along with location of key angle 

structures.  

Amenity The natural environment, cultural heritage, landscape and visual 

quality. Also includes the impact of SSEN Transmission’s works 

on communities, such as the effects of noise and disturbance 

from construction activities. 

Ancient Woodland In Scotland, Ancient Woodland are areas of woodland that have 

existed since 1750 and are relatively undisturbed by human 

development. They are considered irreplaceable and have 

complex biodiversity that have accumulated over hundreds of 

years. 

Ancient Woodland Inventory 

(AWI) 

The Ancient Woodland Inventory (AWI) is a provisional guide to 

the location of Ancient Woodland and has three categories of 

woodland: 

i. Ancient Woodland (TIA and 2a) - Interpreted as semi-natural 

woodland from maps of 1750 (TIA) or 1860 (2a) and continuously 

wooded to the present day. If planted with non-native species 

during the 20th century they are referred to as Plantations on 

Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS). 

ii. Long-established woodlands of plantation origin (LEPO) (TIB 

and 2b) - Interpreted as plantation from maps of 1750 (TIB) or 

1860 (2b) and continuously wooded since. Many of these sites 

have developed semi-natural characteristics, especially the 

oldest ones, which may be as rich as Ancient Woodland. 

iii. Other woodlands on ‘Roy’ woodland sites (3) - Shown as 

unwooded on the 1st edition maps but as woodland on the Roy 

maps. Such sites have, at most, had only a short break in 

continuity of woodland cover and may still retain features of 

Ancient Woodland. 

Beauly to Peterhead 

Connection 

A neighbouring overhead line development connecting the 

Beauly Substation to Peterhead via the New Deer development. 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) An approach to development which makes sure that the natural 

environment is left in a measurably better state than it was before 

the development. 

Biodiversity Units (BU) The metric used to quantify the biodiversity gains and losses of a 

development. 

Birds of Conservation 

Concern 

Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) provides the status of all 

regularly occurring birds in the UK, Channel Islands and Isle of 

Man. The current version is BoCC 5. Birds of highest 

conservation concern will appear on the Red List. 

Class 1 and Class 2 Peatland Class 1 – Nationally important carbon-rich soils, deep peat and 

priority peatland habitat. Areas likely to be of high conservation 

value. 
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Term Definition 

Class 2 – Nationally important carbon-rich soils, deep peat and 

priority peatland habitat. Areas of potentially high conservation 

value and restoration potential.  

These classes are based on the Carbon and Peatland 2016 

Map1. 

Construction Traffic 

Management Plan (CTMP) 
A plan setting out how construction traffic will be managed, 

including access routes, abnormal loads and measures to reduce 

disruption. 

Construction Environmental 

Management Plan (CEMP) 

A site specific environmental management plan setting out the 

environmental management procedures, legislation and 

requirements for a particular project and site. 

Consultation The dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups, 

based on a genuine exchange of views and, normally, with the 

objective of influencing decisions, policies or programmes of 

action. 

Corridor A linear area which allows a continuous connection between the 

defined connection points. The corridor may vary in width along 

its length; in unconstrained areas it may be many kilometres 

wide.  

DC Direct current. 

Distribution Network Operator 

(DNO) 

The operator of the electric power distribution system which 

delivers electricity to most end users.  

Drinking Water Protected 

Areas (DWPA) 

Bodies of surface water and groundwater identified in the Water 

Environment (Drinking Water Protected Areas) (Scotland) Order 

2013 which are used for the abstraction of water intended for 

human consumption.  

Effect The direct or indirect physical consequence(s) of the proposed 

alignment option on receptors, under each of the various topic 

headings. 

Electricity System Operator 

(ESO) 

National Grid is the Electricity System Operator (ESO) for Great 

Britain. The ESO balances electricity supply and demand to 

ensure the electricity supply. 

Environmental Appraisal 

Report (EAR) 
A report that appraises environmental topics, identifies potential 

effects and sets out proposed mitigation for the Proposed 

Development. 

Environmental Clerk of Works 

(EnvCoW) 
A qualified environmental professional who provides on-site 

monitoring and advice during construction. 

Freshwater Pearl Mussel 

(FWPM)  

It is an endangered species of mollusc, found in clean, nutrient 

poor low-calcium rivers.  

Gardens and Designed 

Landscapes (GDLs) 

The Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes lists those 

gardens or designed landscapes which are considered by a 

panel of experts to be of national importance. 

Geology The study of the rocks and similar substances that make up the 

earth's surface. 

 

1 Scotland’s Soils. 2016. Carbon and peatland 2016 Map. Available online: Carbon and peatland 2016 map | Scotland's soils 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/study
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/rocks
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/similar
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/substance
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/surface
https://soils.environment.gov.scot/maps/thematic-maps/carbon-and-peatland-2016-map/
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Term Definition 

Ground Water Dependent 

Terrestrial Ecosystem 

(GWDTE) 

Wetlands which critically depend on groundwater flows. They are 

safeguarded by the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and are 

sensitive to hydrological and ecological changes.  

Habitat Term most accurately meaning the place in which a species 

lives, but also used to describe plant communities or 

agglomerations of plant communities. 

Habitat Map of Scotland 

(HABMOS) 

It is the national repository for habitat and land use data. The 

map adopts internationally recognised data and habitat 

classification standards. 

Habitat Regulations Appraisal 

(HRA) 
An appraisal used to assess whether a plan or project is likely to 

have significant effects on European sites or other protected 

sites. 

Historic Environment 

Scotland (HES) 

Historic Environment Scotland is the lead public body established 

to investigate, care for and promote Scotland’s historic 

environment. 

High Voltage Direct Current 

(HVDC) 

A high voltage, direct current (HVDC) electric power transmission 

system uses direct current for electric power transmission, in 

contrast to the more common alternating current systems. Most 

HVDC links use voltages between 100 kV and 800 kV. 

Holford Rules Guidelines on overhead line routeing first formulated in 1959 by 

Sir William later Lord, Holford. The Holford Rules set out a 

hierarchical approach to routeing which advocates avoiding 

areas of high amenity value, minimises changes in direction, 

which takes advantage of topography and which minimises visual 

interactions with other transmission infrastructure.  

Holistic Network Design 

(HND) 
A coordinated approach to planning strategic electricity 

transmission reinforcements to support future generation and 

network needs. 

Hydrogeology A branch of geology concerned with the occurrence, use, and 

functions of surface water and groundwater. 

Hydrology The study of water on and beneath the earth’s surface, with 

regards to its occurrence, distribution, movement and properties 

as well as its relationship with the environment within each phase 

of the water cycle. 

Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment (LVIA) 
An assessment of likely effects on landscape character and 

visual amenity. 

Limit of Deviation (LoD) The defined maximum extent within which infrastructure may be 

microsited or constructed. 

Overhead Line (OHL) An electricity transmission or distribution line supported above 

ground by towers, poles or other structures. 

Potential Alignment An alignment option identified as suitable to be taken forward to 

consultation based on the outcome of the alignment options 

assessment process. 

Private Water Supply (PWS) A water supply that is not provided by a statutory water 

undertaker and is used for domestic, commercial or other 

purposes. 

Proposed Alignment An alignment option derived from the Potential Alignment and 

identified as suitable to progress to the consenting stage of the 

project. 
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Term Definition 

Report on Consultation (RoC) A report summarising consultation activity, feedback received 

and the responses or actions proposed by SSEN Transmission. 

Section 37 Consent Consent under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 for installing 

or keeping installed an overhead electric line. 

Special Area of Conservation 

(SAC) 
A protected site designated for habitats and species of 

conservation importance European Council Directive 92/43/EEC. 

Special Protection Area 

(SPA) 
A protected site classified for the conservation of wild birds and 

their habitats under the European Council Directive 79/409/EEC. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Plc, operating and known as Scottish and Southern Electricity 

Networks Transmission (hereafter referred to as ‘SSEN Transmission’), are proposing to construct 

the Netherton Hub 400 kV Overhead Line (OHL) Connection to New Deer and Peterhead: Tie-In 

(the ‘Proposed Development’). The Proposed Development comprises a permanent diversion, 

referred to as a ‘Tie-In’, of the existing New Deer to Peterhead 400 kV OHL into a new 400 kV 

Alternating Current (AC) substation, consented separately as part of the Netherton Hub, and 

associated works, which include the removal of a redundant section of the OHL. The ‘Tie-In’ is split 

into an ‘In’ leg, stemming from the existing New Deer – Peterhead OHL to the Netherton Hub 

substation, and an ‘Out’ leg, connecting the substation back out to the existing OHL. The Proposed 

Development sits adjacent to a second proposed connection considered in parallel to this one, 

comprising a continuation from the Tie-In exiting Netherton Hub (the ‘Out’ leg) directly to the existing 

Peterhead Substation, referred to as the Netherton Hub 400 kV OHL Connection to New Deer and 

Peterhead: Rebuild (hereafter referred to as ‘the Rebuild’). 

As part of the project’s alignment selection stage, a series of alignment options were identified and 

assessed against environmental, engineering and economic criteria. The outcome of this 

assessment was presented in the Consultation Document – Alignment Selection (March 2025), 

which was made publicly available as part of the alignment consultation process undertaken 

between March 2025 and October 2025. 

During this consultation process, two consultation events were held for the Proposed Development, 

one in March 2025 and the other in September 2025: 

• Consultation event one: this event was organised to engage with stakeholders including 

statutory and non-statutory consultees, local communities, landowners and individual 

residents to invite feedback on the ‘Potential Alignment’, an alignment option identified as 

suitable to be taken forward to consultation based on the outcome of the alignment options 

assessment process. The event occurred between 10am-12 pm and 3 pm-7pm on 5 March 

2025 at Buchan Braes Hotel (AB42 3AR) and Longside Parish Church Hall (AB42 4XN). 

• Consultation event two: following the outcome of the first consultation event, SSEN 

Transmission reviewed the feedback from stakeholders to determine a ‘Proposed 

Alignment’, an alignment option identified as suitable to progress to the consenting stage of 

the project. The ‘Proposed Alignment’ was presented at the second consultation event along 

with further information on tower locations and access tracks. This event was held from 3 

pm-7 pm on 10 September 2025 at Longside Parish Church Hall (AB42 4XN) 

During these two rounds of face-to-face public consultation, attendees were given the opportunity to 

engage directly with the project team about the Potential Alignment/Proposed Alignment and share 

their feedback on the current proposals.  

This Report on Consultation (ROC) provides a summary of how SSEN Transmission have 

responded to comments received by key stakeholders on the Potential Alignment and Proposed 

Alignment and details the actions that are being taken as the Proposed Development progresses 

through to the Environmental Appraisal Report (EAR) and consenting stage. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose of Document  

This RoC documents the consultation process, undertaken during 2025, with all interested parties on 

the Potential Alignment and the Proposed Alignment identified for the Proposed Development. The 

report describes the key responses received and details the actions taken in response to the issues 

raised.  

The programme of consultation was designed to engage with key stakeholders including statutory 

and non-statutory consultees, local communities, landowners and individual residents in order to 

invite feedback on the rationale for and approach to the selection of the Potential Alignment and the 

Proposed Alignment2.   

For the purpose of this ROC, it is necessary to define these terms: 

• Potential Alignment: an alignment option identified as suitable to be taken forward to 

consultation based on the outcome of the alignment options assessment process.  

• Proposed Alignment: an alignment option derived from the Potential Alignment, identified as 

suitable to progress to the consenting stage of the project. 

The following figures have been prepared to support understanding of the alignment selection 

process and can be found in Appendix A: 

• Figure 1: Alignment Options 

• Figure 2: Potential Alignment 

• Figure 3: Proposed Alignment 

1.2 Document Structure 

This report is comprised of five sections as follows:  

1: Introduction – setting out the purpose of this ROC;  

2: Proposed Development Overview – describes the need for the proposals, the proposed 

technological solution and the typical construction methods;  

3: Consideration of Alignment Options – sets out the alignment selection process and methodology 

that has been applied to date to derive a Potential Alignment and Proposed Alignment;  

4: The Consultation Process – describes the framework for consultation and methods which have 

been employed;  

5: Statutory and Non-Statutory Stakeholder Consultation Responses - summarises the range of 

responses and key comments arising from the public consultation in addition to documenting the 

statutory and non-statutory consultees who responded through the consultation process;  

6: Conclusions and Next Steps – provides a summary of the conclusions reached and actions going 

forward. 

 

 

2 Identified within the Netherton Hub 400 kV OHL Connection to New Deer and Peterhead: Tie-In Alignment Consultation Document (March 

2025), produced by SSEN Transmission.  
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2. PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OVERVIEW 

2.1 The Need for the Proposed Development 

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Plc, operating and known as Scottish and Southern Electricity 

Networks (SSEN Transmission), owns, operates and develops the high voltage electricity 

transmission system in the north of Scotland and remote islands. SSEN Transmission holds a 

licence under the Electricity Act 19893 to develop and maintain an efficient, co-ordinated and 

economical electricity transmission system. 

A strategic hub at Peterhead (herein referred to as ‘Netherton Hub’) is required for the purpose of 

supporting offshore and onshore electricity generation in line with network reinforcements as 

identified in the Holistic Network Design (HND) to meet the UK’s 2030 net zero targets. This holistic 

approach to project planning and development was considered necessary to maximise the potential 

efficiencies which comes from a single coordinated and collocated development site for both 

Alternating Current (AC) and Direct Current (DC) transmission infrastructure in the region. The 

Netherton Hub will substantially strengthen the local transmission network and support new onshore 

and offshore connections, such as those created through the Scotwind offshore lease rounds. 

Furthermore, the HND will help facilitate the export of future renewable generation from the North of 

Scotland to demand centres throughout the UK. 

The diversion of the existing New Deer to Peterhead 400 kV OHL into a 400 kV AC substation within 

the Netherton Hub is required to integrate the new substation into the existing network and maximise 

the transfer capability between the new Hub substation and the wider transmission network to 

increase network security. 

Further information on SSEN Transmission Pathway to 2030 can be found at the following: 

https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/2030-projects/2030-need/ 

2.2 Alternative Options Considered  

As part of the alignment selection process, alternative options (see Figure 1: Alignment Options) 

were considered for the Proposed Development. A comparative analysis of each alignment option 

from an environmental, engineering and economic perspective was conducted for the selection of an 

overall Potential Alignment (which later became a Proposed Alignment).  

Three ‘In’ leg alignment options and two ‘Out’ leg alignment options were assessed and a Potential 

Alignment (comprising one ‘In’ leg alignment option and one ‘Out’ leg alignment option) was 

identified. Further information on these alignment options is presented in the Consultation Document 

– Alignment Selection4. 

2.3 Overview of Proposed Development  

The Proposed Development comprises a permanent diversion, referred to as a ‘Tie-In’, of the 

existing New Deer to Peterhead 400 kV OHL into a new 400 kV AC substation, proposed separately 

as part of the Netherton Hub. The Tie-In is split into an ‘In’ leg, stemming from the existing New Deer 

– Peterhead OHL to the Hub substation, and an ‘Out’ leg, connecting the substation back out to the 

existing OHL. 

 

3 UK Government (1989). The Electricity Act 1989  

4 SSEN Transmission (2025). Consultation Document – Alignment Selection. Netherton Hub 400 kV OHL Connection to New Deer and Peterhead: Tie-In. 

February 2025 

https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/2030-projects/2030-need/
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The Proposed Development sits adjacent to a second connection considered in parallel to this one, 

comprising a connection from the point of diversion back to the existing Peterhead 400 kV 

Substation. This is a separate project referred to as the Netherton Hub 400 kV OHL Connection to 

New Deer and Peterhead: Rebuild (hereafter referred to as ‘the Rebuild’). The Rebuild is being 

progressed to on a different timeline to the Tie-In, and there is further consultation activity to be held 

in relation to the Rebuild in the future. 

This Report on Consultation details the Tie-In portion of the OHL and makes reference to the 

Rebuild where relevant. Details on the Rebuild portion of the OHL will be shared in the Rebuild 

Report on Consultation (Netherton Hub 400 kV OHL Connection to New Deer and Peterhead: 

Rebuild) which will be published at a later date. 

2.3.1 Construction Activities 

The main construction elements associated with the Proposed Development are anticipated to 

include: 

• establishment of temporary construction compound(s); 

• establishment of access tracks to areas identified as requiring operational access; 

• establishment of temporary construction access to areas where permanent access is not 

operationally required; 

• establishment of suitable laydown areas for materials and working areas for tower foundations 

and erection equipment; 

• delivery of components and materials to site; 

• construction of approximately 5.3 km of new double circuit OHL; 

• dismantling of approximately 3.7 km of redundant section of the existing New Deer to Peterhead 

double circuit OHL; 

• remedial works will be carried out to reinstate the immediate vicinity, and any ground disturbed 

to pre-existing condition; and  

• inspections and commissioning. 

All construction activities will be undertaken in accordance with a Construction Environmental 

Management Plan (CEMP) which will define specific methods for environmental survey, monitoring 

and management throughout construction. A CEMP will be produced by the contractor and agreed 

with statutory stakeholders prior to the commencement of construction. 

2.3.2 Forestry Removal 

It is estimated that up to 1.7 hectares of commercial forestry may be removed as part of the 

Proposed Development. Any removal of sections of commercial forest will be undertaken in 

consultation with Scottish Forestry and affected landowners. After felling, any timber removed that is 

commercially viable will be sold and the remaining forest material will be dealt with in a way that 

delivers the best practicable environmental outcome and is compliant with waste regulations. Any 

woodland removal and management of timber will be undertaken in line with The UK Forestry 

Standard5 guidance. The Proposed Development will also seek to adhere to the Scottish 

Government’s Control of Woodland Removal Policy6. 

 

5 The UK Forestry Standard 4th Edition (2017); The Governments’ approach to sustainable forestry. [online]. Available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uk-forestry-standard  (Accessed 14 June 2022) 

6 Scottish Forestry. (2009). The Scottish Government’s Policy on Control of Woodland Removal. Available at: https://forestry.gov.scot/publications/285-the-

scottish-government-s-policy-on-control-of-woodland-removal/viewdocument/285   [Accessed 10February 2023]. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uk-forestry-standard
https://forestry.gov.scot/publications/285-the-scottish-government-s-policy-on-control-of-woodland-removal/viewdocument/285
https://forestry.gov.scot/publications/285-the-scottish-government-s-policy-on-control-of-woodland-removal/viewdocument/285
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2.3.3 Access during Construction  

Vehicle access is required to each support structure location during construction to allow excavation 

and creation of foundations and erection of the support structures. Existing tracks will be used where 

possible. Preference will be given to lower impact access solutions including the use of low pressure 

tracked personnel vehicles and temporary track solutions in boggy / soft ground areas to reduce any 

damage to, and compaction of the ground. These journeys will be kept to a minimum to minimise 

disruption to habitats along the alignment. However, temporary stone tracks are likely to be needed 

in some areas depending on existing access conditions, terrain and altitude. 

Access requirements for the Proposed Development will be dependent upon the type of OHL 

supports chosen. Consideration of impacts will be undertaken once the support type has been 

confirmed. A more detailed plan for access during construction will be prepared to support the 

Section 37 application, however all the alignments under consideration have a good network of 

access tracks within the surrounding area. No portion of the alignments is greater than 1km from an 

existing access with the majority being situated between 100m and 300m from an existing form of 

access. 

2.3.4 Indicative Programme 

It is anticipated that construction of the proposed OHL will take place over a 24-month period, although 

detailed programming of works will be the responsibility of the Principal Contractor in agreement with 

SSEN Transmission. Subject to gaining the necessary consents, it is anticipated that construction will 

commence in 2027, with an estimated completion date in 2029. Every effort will be made to minimise 

disturbance to landowners and local residents during construction by providing regular updates on 

works and restrictions via the site manager, community liaison manager and corporate affairs team. 
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3. CONSIDERATION OF ALIGNMENT OPTIONS 

3.1 Introduction  

The approach to alignment selection has been informed by SSEN Transmission’s guidance 

‘Procedures for Routeing OHLs and Underground Cables of 132 kV and above’7. This guidance 

considers within it the Holford Rules8, which sets out a hierarchical approach to routeing which 

advocates avoiding areas of high amenity value, minimises changes in direction, and takes 

advantage of topography to minimise visual interaction with other transmission infrastructure. 

The guidance document sets out SSEN Transmission’s approach to selecting a corridor, route or 

alignment for an OHL. This document helps SSEN Transmission to meet its obligations under 

Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act 19893, which requires transmission licence holders: 

• to have a regard to the desirability of preserving natural beauty, of conserving flora, fauna and 

geological or physiographical features of special interest and of protecting sites, buildings and 

objects of architectural, historic or archaeological interests; and 

• to do what they reasonably can to mitigate any effect that the proposals will have on the natural 

beauty of the countryside or on any such flora, fauna, features, sites, buildings or objects. 

The guidance develops a process which aims to balance these environmental considerations with 

technical and economic considerations throughout the Proposed Development. 

The guidance splits the approach to alignment selection into the following key stages: 

• Stage 0: Routeing Strategy Development; 

• Stage 1: Corridor Selection; 

• Stage 2: Route Selection; 

• Stage 3: Alignment Selection; and 

• Stage 4: Environmental Appraisal Report (EAR) and consenting. 

3.2 Identification of Potential Alignment 

The overall objective throughout the appraisal of alignment options is to take full consideration of all 

environmental, engineering and economic factors to determine the most appropriate design to use 

for the development. Alignment options (shown on Figure 1: Alignment Options (Appendix A)) 

have been considered in combination to arrive at a Potential Alignment for the Proposed 

Development. The Potential Alignment presents the outcome of the initial appraisal, before 

consultation, of environmental, technical, and cost constraints. It is the alignment considered to be 

the best balance of the constraints identified. 

The Potential Alignment (shown on Figure 2: Potential Alignment (Appendix A)) has been 

selected on the basis that is considered to provide an optimum balance of environmental, technical 

and economic factors. The Potential Alignment has been subject to further review after consultation 

undertaken in March 2025 which has ensured that feedback is considered fully.  

3.3 Identification of Proposed Alignment 

The Proposed Alignment (shown on Figure 3: Proposed Alignment (Appendix A)) has been 

selected on the basis of feedback on the Potential Alignment from the first consultation event and 

was presented during the second consultation event in September 2025.  

 

7 SSEN Transmission (September 2020). Procedures for Routeing Overhead Lines and Underground Cables of 132 kV and above. Revision 2. 

8 Holford Rules: Guidelines for the Routeing of New High Voltage Overhead Transmission Lines with NGC 1992 and SHETL 2003 Notes. 
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4. THE CONSULTATION PROCESS 

4.1 Introduction 

In accordance with the SSEN Transmission Routeing GuidanceError! Bookmark not defined., a process of 

consultation on the Potential Alignment was undertaken during March 2025 and a second process of 

consultation on the Proposed Alignment in September 2025. This section identifies the methods of 

consultation and the key dates when consultation took place.  

4.2 Methods of Consultation 

The following methods were used to consult on the Potential Alignment and the Proposed 

Alignment, as set out below.  

4.2.1 Alignment Consultation Document  

The first of two Alignment Consultation Documents, titled ‘Tie-In Connection Alignment Selection 

Stage,’ was produced in March 2025 detailing the selection process for the Potential Alignment, 

taking account of environmental, technical, and economic factors. This Alignment Consultation 

Document is available for download here – https://www.ssen-

transmission.co.uk/globalassets/projects/netherton-hub-downloads/netherton-hub---Tie-In/ssen---

lpup-Tie-In-booklet--online-final.pdf.  

The second Alignment Consultation Document, titled ‘Tie-In Connection Final Pre-Application 

Consultation,’ was produced in September 2025 detailing the Proposed Alignment and its access 

strategy. This Alignment Consultation Document is available for download here - https://www.ssen-

transmission.co.uk/globalassets/projects/netherton-hub-downloads/netherton-hub-Tie-In----final-

pac/netherton-hub-400kv-overhead-line-connection-to-new-deer-and-peterhead-Tie-In-connection-

consultation-booklet.pdf. 

Table 4.1 details the statutory and non-statutory stakeholders with whom the Alignment Consultation 

Documents were shared in March 2025 and September 2025:    

Table 4.1 List of Statutory and Non-Statutory Consultees 

Non-Statutory Consultees 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 

Historic Environmental Scotland (HES) 

NATS Safeguarding 

Ministry of Defence (MOD) 

Transport Scotland 

Scottish Forestry 

NatureScot 

Non-Statutory Consultees 

Aberdeenshire Council 

AGS Airports 

Civil Aviation Authority 

Crown Estate 

Fisheries Management Scotland 

RSPB 

https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/globalassets/projects/netherton-hub-downloads/netherton-hub---tie-in/ssen---lpup-tie-in-booklet--online-final.pdf
https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/globalassets/projects/netherton-hub-downloads/netherton-hub---tie-in/ssen---lpup-tie-in-booklet--online-final.pdf
https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/globalassets/projects/netherton-hub-downloads/netherton-hub---tie-in/ssen---lpup-tie-in-booklet--online-final.pdf
https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/globalassets/projects/netherton-hub-downloads/netherton-hub-tie-in----final-pac/netherton-hub-400kv-overhead-line-connection-to-new-deer-and-peterhead-tie-in-connection-consultation-booklet.pdf
https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/globalassets/projects/netherton-hub-downloads/netherton-hub-tie-in----final-pac/netherton-hub-400kv-overhead-line-connection-to-new-deer-and-peterhead-tie-in-connection-consultation-booklet.pdf
https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/globalassets/projects/netherton-hub-downloads/netherton-hub-tie-in----final-pac/netherton-hub-400kv-overhead-line-connection-to-new-deer-and-peterhead-tie-in-connection-consultation-booklet.pdf
https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/globalassets/projects/netherton-hub-downloads/netherton-hub-tie-in----final-pac/netherton-hub-400kv-overhead-line-connection-to-new-deer-and-peterhead-tie-in-connection-consultation-booklet.pdf
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Non-Statutory Consultees 

Scotways 

Scottish Water 

Scottish Wildlife Trust 

Scottish Woodland Trust 

Visit Scotland 

Landowners, residents and local communities were made aware, through various consultation 

promotion methods (see Table 4.2), of the Alignment Consultation Documents, which have been 

made available via the dedicated project website. Updates on the consultation process were issued 

via email to project website subscribers, local community councils and ward councillors. 

Feedback on the first Alignment Consultation Document was requested by 16 April 2025. 

Stakeholders were invited to provide feedback through the following methods: 

• A series of questions were asked within the Alignment Consultation Document requesting 

comments on specific aspects of the Proposed Development as follows: 

o Is there a specific tie-in alignment that your comment relates to (please refer to the 

maps in the consultation booklet if required)? Please indicate the name of the tie-in 

alignment or the closest settlement. 

o Has the approach taken to select the Potential Alignment been clearly explained? 

o Are there any factors, or environmental features, that you believe we may not have 

already considered during the Potential Alignment selection process? 

o Do you have any specific concerns in relation to the Potential Alignment? If so, is 

there anything else we could do to mitigate the impact of this?   

o Is there anything you’d like to bring to our attention regarding the Potential Alignment 

that you believe we may not have already considered such as environmental 

designations, water courses, local recreational areas, etc.? 

o Do you feel, on balance, that the Potential Alignment selected is the most appropriate 

for further consideration at the environmental assessment stage? 

o SSEN Transmission’s Community Benefit Fund will provide an opportunity for local 

groups and organisations to apply for community funding. Do you have any 

suggestions for local community benefits or local initiatives, such as volunteering, that 

we could support to leave a positive legacy in your area? 

• A feedback form was also provided on the project webpage allowing users to submit 

comments (see Appendix B: Feedback Form). 

Feedback on the second Alignment Consultation Document was requested by 8 October 2025.  

• A series of questions were asked within the Alignment Consultation Document requesting 

comments on specific aspects of the Proposed Development as follows: 

o If there is a specific section of the overhead line alignment that your comment relates 

to, then please indicate or provide the name of the closest settlement 

o Do you have any final comments regarding the alignment being proposed, or 

concerns relating to the construction phase of the Proposed Development?  

o Our Community Benefit Fund will provide an opportunity for local groups and 

organisations to apply for community funding. Do you have any suggestions for local 

community benefits or local initiatives, such as volunteering, that we could support to 

leave a positive legacy in your area? 
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o We are committed to achieving biodiversity net gain as part of our proposals. Do you 

have any suggestions for nature projects that we could consider to leave a positive 

nature legacy in your area? 

• A feedback form was also provided on the project webpage allowing users to submit 

comments (see Appendix B: Feedback Form). 

4.2.2 Public Consultations 

Two rounds of face-to-face public consultation have been held:  

• 5 March 2025: 10 am-12 pm and 3 pm-7 pm on at Buchan Braes Hotel (AB42 3AR) and 

Longside Parish Church Hall (AB42 4XN), respectively; and 

• 10 September 2025: 3 pm-7 pm on at Longside Parish Church Hall (AB42 4XN).  

The exhibition was advertised using several methods as shown in Table 4.2. A copy of the public 

notice is provided in Appendix C: Public Note.  

Table 4.2 Public Consultation Event Material 

 Method  Recipients   

Mail drop – Postcard  PAC Event 1 – 3608 properties and businesses 

PAC Event 2 – 3907 properties and businesses  

Email to advise of consultation process MSP, MP, Councillors, Community Councils  

Posters  Posters were provided to community councils and 

requested to distribute via their established 

channels 

Social Media   SSEN Transmission’s social media channels 

The public exhibitions provided a forum to share information about the Proposed Development and 

the potential alignment options including environmental and engineering information. Attendees 

were invited to take a consultation booklet (see Appendix D: Consultation Booklet) and to 

consider information presented on a series of exhibition boards.  
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5. STATUTORY AND NON-STATUTORY STAKEHOLDER 

CONSULTATION RESPONSES  

5.1 Statutory and Non-Statutory Stakeholder Feedback 

Table 5.1 details the respondents and the dates on which responses were received from 

stakeholders in response to the Consultation Document. Table 5.2 provides a summary of statutory 

and non-statutory stakeholder feedback and SSEN Transmission’s response, including how it will be 

addressed in the Environmental Appraisal Report (EAR). 

Table 5.1 Statutory and Non-Statutory Consultee Respondents 

Consultee  Date Response Received  

Aberdeenshire Council 28/08/2025 

NatureScot 12/03/2025 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 08/04/2025 

Historic Environmental Scotland (HES) 17/03/2025 

NATS Safeguarding 03/03/2025 

Ministry of Defence (MOD) 09/06/2025 

AGS Airports 30/04/2025 
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Table 5.2 Statutory and Non-Statutory Consultee Respondents 

Consultee Summary of Feedback Response by SSEN Transmission 

Aberdeenshire Council It is not possible at this stage to confirm the recommendation on a future 

planning application as more information is required to assess any 

potential significant impacts of the proposal. The key issues which have 

been considered in relation to this proposal as part of this pre-application 

enquiry are:   

Natural Heritage and Landscape:  

• In accordance with Policy P1 of the Aberdeenshire Local 

Development Plan 2023 and Policy 3(c) of National Planning 

Framework 4 biodiversity enhancement in proportion to the 

opportunities available and the scale of the development is 

required. 

• Layout siting and design should be carefully considered to 

minimise its prominence of the pylons in the landscape. The pylon 

heights should be minimised where possible and the pylons 

should be sited as such to avoid skylining and being overly 

dominant within the wider landscape. The increment in height of 

the proposed lattice towers (between 57 m to 70 m in height as 

compared to the existing suspicion towers of 45 m) should also be 

demonstrated as part of the LVIA. Consideration should be given 

to tree and shrub planting to provide screening of lower portions of 

the towers where appropriate. 

• A Landscape and Visual Assessment (LVIA) will be required to 

show the likely landscape and visual effects of the proposed 

development on landscape character and visual amenity. The 

LVIA submission should demonstrate the cumulative wirescape of 

the proposal from viewpoints/ receptors alongside the existing 

OHLs in the vicinity and the resultant infrastructure corridors 

created. The planning service is happy to provide preliminary 

feedback on any viewpoints/ receptors identified for the purposes 

of the LVIA. 

Amenity:  

SSEN Transmission acknowledges Aberdeenshire Council’s 

comments and will provide supporting information as part of 

the voluntary Environmental Appraisal. 

 

Natural Heritage and Landscape:  

- SSEN Transmission is committed to achieving 

biodiversity net gain (BNG) on all of its projects 

including the Proposed Development and the 

voluntary Environmental Appraisal Report (EAR) 

outlines how this will be achieved. 

- Alignment considers the prominence of towers in 

the landscape, opting for an inward alignment in 

parallel with the Beauly to Peterhead Overhead 

Line.  

- SSEN Transmission has completed a Landscape 

and Visual Impact Assessment of the Proposed 

Development, provided in the EAR. 

Amenity: 

- SSEN Transmission has completed noise surveys 

prior to section 37 submission. Results will be 

detailed in the EAR. 

- Comments relating to dust during the construction 

phase are noted, and it is intended that this be 

considered further and any mitigations identified as 

part of a Construction Environment Management 

Plan (CEMP), typically prepared by SSEN 

Transmission’s appointed contractor. 

- SSEN Transmission surveyed PWS in the areas 

surrounding the Proposed Development. Results 
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Consultee Summary of Feedback Response by SSEN Transmission 

• The applicant is expected to undertake a noise impact assessment 

(for both construction and operational phase) to predict the impact 

on sensitive receptors and specify any necessary control 

measures.  The applicant is also asked to consider cumulative 

noise impact and demonstrate that it will not cause significant 

adverse impact on nearby residential dwellings. 

• A full Dust Risk assessment and Dust Management Plan is 

considered to be disproportionate in this case however the 

developer is encouraged to ensure a standard regime of practical 

dust controls are contained within a CEMP which shall be 

reviewed and agreed prior to commencement of works.   

• The applicant should identify any private water supplies potentially 

affected by the development and ensure necessary control 

measures are implemented to prevent contamination. To request 

details/information regarding PWSs, the applicant should submit a 

freedom of information request. Appropriate mitigation shall 

require to be applied to any supplies found in the vicinity of the 

site. 

Transportation and Wider Access:  

• As the project is at the initial pre-application enquiry stage, there is 

no information currently available on matters such as proposed 

construction access locations and designs, construction routings 

etc. Roads Development will welcome the opportunity to comment 

on these proposals once they have been developed further, for 

example for any subsequent applications for Planning Permission 

in Principle or for Full Planning Permission.   

• The location of this proposed OHL has been reviewed and a route 

for abnormal loads should be investigated at the earliest 

opportunity, potential routes to site may have bridges which do not 

have the capacity for the abnormal loads which may be required to 

transport the components/equipment, or the crane required to 

assemble on site. The developer is required to prepare a Site 

Specific Route Access Report for all abnormal load movements 

(vehicles over 44 tonnes Gross Vehicle Weight or width greater 

are detailed in the voluntary Environmental 

Appraisal. 

 

Transportation and Wider Access: 

- SSEN Transmission will develop a Construction 

Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) with consultation 

from Aberdeenshire Council, Police Scotland, 

Transport Scotland and AMEY.  

- In addition to the CTMP, SSEN Transmission will 

prepare and submit an Abnormal Load Route 

Assessment for all abnormal load movements. 

Water Environment: 

- SSEN Transmission acknowledges SEPA’s 

response regarding water environment.  

Built and Cultural Heritage: 

- Written scheme of investigation and any other 

Archaeological mitigation will be provided to 

Aberdeenshire Council as part of discharge of 

conditions. Cultural Heritage is assessed within the 

EAR and mitigation measures are provided.  

Economic: 

- SSEN Transmission has developed a Socio-

Economic Impact Assessment for the Proposed 

Development, to be submitted alongside the Section 

37 application. 
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Consultee Summary of Feedback Response by SSEN Transmission 

than 2.9 m or overall length greater than 18.3 m), with input from 

Aberdeenshire Council (Roads-Abnormal Load Routing), Police 

Scotland, Transport Scotland (for Special Orders) and AMEY 

(North East) (A90 & A96 Trunk Roads). This shall be submitted at 

least 3 months prior to the predicted date of delivery. 

Water Environment:  

• The Council’s Flood Risk and Coastal Protection Service has 

indicated no objections in respect of flood risk or drainage. 

However, the developer should be aware that parts of the site lie 

within the SEPA surface water flooding extents. A copy of the 

SEPA response is appended. SEPA has provided comments on 

Design, Flood Risk, Private Water Supplies, protection of the 

water environment, Peat, GWDTE and its other regulatory 

requirements.   

 

Built and Cultural Heritage:  

• There are no concerns/comments regarding potential preferred 

Alignment Option T1A. For potential preferred Alignment Option 

T2A, mitigation will be required over part of the route – this could 

be executed as a condition of consent, under the auspices of the 

standard “Programme of Archaeological Works” condition. An 

archaeological watching brief will be required for any 

groundbreaking on Aberdeenshire HER site NK04SE0090 (the site 

of a 19th Century or earlier croft, of which below ground remains 

may survive) and on any groundbreaking on the northern section, 

from West Toddlehills north to the Nertherton Hub site. This 

mitigation should be carried out by a suitably qualified, CIfA-

compliant, archaeological contractor. 

Economic:  

• A statement of economic impact will be required and must 

consider the net economic impact of the development, including 

local and community socio-economic benefits. Aberdeenshire 

Council Community Wealth Building Strategy and Charter is 
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Consultee Summary of Feedback Response by SSEN Transmission 

enclosed with this response. The development must consider the 

socio-economic impacts and community wealth building proposals 

to satisfy NPF4 Policy 11c and Policy 25. 

NatureScot The Alignment options for the Tie-Ins are within 10 km of the Buchan Ness 
to Collieston Coast Special Protection Area (SPA) and within 12-15 km of 
both Loch of Strathbeg SPA and Ythan Estuary, Sands of Forvie and 
Meikle Loch SPA 

 

Breeding herring gull are a qualifying interest of the Buchan Ness to 

Collieston Coast SPA. Herring gull do forage inland during the breeding 

season. 

 

The SPAs at Strathbeg and the Ythan Estuary include wintering geese 

interests. These populations can forage up to 20 km from the SPA roosts. 

 

Provided that standard mitigation can be implemented, we do not 

anticipate this proposal will lead to any significant effects on these 

interests nor require specific mitigation to avoid an adverse effect on site 

integrity. Nonetheless, the baseline data you use to assess the impact will 

help inform if any additional measures are necessary to minimise potential 

impacts. 

SSEN Transmission acknowledges NatureScot’s comments 

in relation to Special Protection Areas and Ornithology. 

SSEN Transmission completed bird surveys and assessed 

impacts on SPAs, which is detailed in the EAR. A Habitat 

Regulations Appraisal Stage 1 and 2 has also been 

prepared to assess the potential for Likely Significant Effects 

on the following designated sites: 

• Buchan Ness to Collieston Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC)  

• Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SPA  

• Ythan Estuary, Sands of Forvie and Meikle Loch 

SPA  

• Loch of Strathbeg SPA and Ramsar  

• Ythan Estuary and Meikle Loch Ramsar  

Scottish Environment 

Protection Agency (SEPA) 

To avoid delay and potential objection any energy consent application and 

EIA submission must contain a series of scale drawings of sensitivities, for 

example peat depth, peat condition, Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial 

Ecosystems (GWDTE), proximity to waterbodies, overlain with proposed 

permanent and temporary development. This is necessary to ensure the 

EIA process has informed the layout of the development to firstly avoid, 

then reduce and then mitigate significant impacts on the environment. We 

request that the issues covered in Appendix 1, which provides details of 

our standard information requirements for EIA development and the form 

in which they must be submitted, and Appendix 2, which provides 

Noted. This level of detailed engineering design information 

was not available at the time of alignment-stage 

consultation; however, SEPA will be consulted on the 

detailed proposals on submission of the S37 application to 

ECU. 

Peat and GWDTE impacts have been assessed as part of 

the Hydrology, Hydrogeology, Geology and Soils appraisal 

in the EAR. SEPA has been consulted during the 

preparation of the EAR to confirm their acceptance of the 

approach to appraising and mitigating peat impacts.   
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Consultee Summary of Feedback Response by SSEN Transmission 

additional development type specific advice, be addressed to our 

satisfaction in the EIA process. 

 

Without further, much more detailed, information with regard to pylon 

positioning, position of access tracks, construction compound etc., SEPA 

cannot comment on any specific concerns, or the most appropriate 

alignment.  

Historic Environmental 

Scotland (HES) 
Having reviewed the information provided in the consultation documents, 

we can confirm that based on the information currently provided, that there 

are unlikely to be any significant adverse impacts on assets in our remit. 

We are therefore content for our interests to be scoped out of any further 

assessment. 

Our comments reflect assets which fall within our remit. You should also 

seek advice from the local authority archaeology and conservation 

advisors for matters including non-designated archaeology, category B 

and C listed buildings and conservation areas. 

SSEN Transmission acknowledges Historic Environment 

Scotland’s comments. 

NATS Safeguarding I can confirm that NATS operate no infrastructure within 10 km of that area 

and therefore we have no concerns over the proposal. 

SSEN Transmission acknowledges NATS Safeguarding’s 

comments. 

Ministry of Defence (MOD) First response 

In this case the development falls within Low Flying Area 14C an area 

within which fixed wing aircraft may operate as low as 250 feet or 76.2 

metres above ground level to conduct low level flight training. The addition 

of masts in this location has the potential to introduce a physical 

obstruction to low flying aircraft operating in the area.  

To address this impact, and given the location and scale of the 

development, the MOD require conditions are added to any consent 

issued requiring that the development is fitted with aviation safety lighting 

and that sufficient data is submitted to ensure that structures can be 

accurately charted to allow deconfliction.  

SSEN Transmission acknowledges the Ministry of 

Defence’s comments and notes that the MOD’s second 

response indicates they are agreeable to the development 

without lighting on the structures.  
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Consultee Summary of Feedback Response by SSEN Transmission 

• Prior to commencing construction of any high stacks, or deploying 

any construction equipment or temporal structure(s) 50 metres or 

more in height (above ground level) the undertaker must submit an 

aviation lighting scheme for the approval of the SSEN 

Transmission in conjunction with the Ministry of Defence defining 

how the development will be lit throughout its life to maintain civil 

and military aviation safety requirements as determined necessary 

for aviation safety by the Ministry of Defence. The aviation lighting 

scheme should set out:  

o Details of any construction equipment and temporal 

structures with a total height of 50 metres or greater 

(above ground level) that will be deployed during the 

construction of high stack and details of any aviation 

warning lighting that they will be fitted with; and 

o The locations and heights of all high stack featured in the 

development identifying those that will be fitted with 

aviation warning lighting identifying the position of the 

lights on the high stack; the type(s) of lights that will be 

fitted and the performance specification(s) of the lighting 

type(s) to be used. 

• As a minimum the MOD will require that the 400 kV overhead lines 

is charted. 

Subject to the two conditions requested above and provided in Appendix 

A, the MOD has no objections to the development. 

Second response – following response from SSEN Transmission  

I have revisited the case and looked over previous notes and can confirm 

that the impacts of the electrical transmission towers were taken into 

consideration at RAF Bucham and our SME’s raised no concerns. 

  

As per my comments regarding lighting and charting I can confirm that 

lighting would not be needed on these structures, as you are correct in 

stating that the earthing and power supply is not practical to deploy on a 

transmission towers. 
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Consultee Summary of Feedback Response by SSEN Transmission 

AGS Airports Aberdeen Airport is highly unlikely to have any aerodrome safeguarding 

impacts from the proposed development. They are located outwith our 

obstacle limitation surfaces and while within instrument flight procedures 

safeguarding areas, they are in a location where we only require to assess 

structures exceeding 300 m above ground level. 

SSEN Transmission acknowledges AGS Airports’ 

comments. 
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6. PUBLIC CONSULTATION RESPONSES 

This section provides the responses from SSEN Transmission to the questions and themes 

emerging from the public consultation. 

Table 6.1 provides a summary of response themes presented in the feedback forms and other 

responses to public consultation (including those that were communicated via email) and also 

provides responses from SSEN Transmission to the comments received.  
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Table 6.1 Feedback Form Responses 

Feedback/Theme Response (Consultation event 
one) on Potential Alignment 

Response (Consultation event 
two) on Proposed Alignment 

Response by SSEN 
Transmission 

The approach taken to select the 

potential alignment was unclear. 

Of the seven feedback forms received, 

only one agreed that the approach taken 

to select the Potential Alignment had 

been clearly explained. Three responses 

answered no to this question, one 

unsure and two were left blank.  

Of the two feedback forms received, 

both did not provide a response on this 

question. 

Section 3 of this RoC explains the key 

stages when selecting an overhead line 

route: corridor, route, and alignment. 

The corridor and route stages were 

bypassed by this project, which is 

common practice when a project is of 

relatively short distance as it is not 

possible to establish multiple corridor or 

route options. The alignment options 

are influenced by engineering and 

environmental factors as well as cost. 

Impacts to the local wildlife habitats 

around Ludquharn and Longside 

One respondent raised concerns about 

the proximity of the Potential Alignment 

to wildlife habitats around Ludquharn 

Longside. 

N/A A number of ecology surveys have 

been undertaken in the area between 

July and November 2025 and in June 

2026 to understand any potential 

impacts on wildlife and identify 

appropriate mitigation measures.  

Construction and operational impacts, 

including on wildlife and habitats, have 

been assessed in the Environmental 

Appraisal Report (EAR). A Construction 

Environmental Management Plan 

(CEMP), prepared and implemented by 

the Principal Contractor, will guide 

environmental management during 

construction. The CEMP will align with 

commitments in the EAR, statutory 

consents, and industry best practices, 

with oversight from a qualified 

Environmental Clerk of Works 
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Feedback/Theme Response (Consultation event 
one) on Potential Alignment 

Response (Consultation event 
two) on Proposed Alignment 

Response by SSEN 
Transmission 

(EnvCoW) and support from other 

professionals. 

Property value  One respondent commented on the 

proximity of the development to new 

housing and the effect on property 

values. Another respondent mentioned 

that the Route T1A (which forms part of 

the Potential Alignment) will result in 

pylon lines running too close to a new 

property being built in 2025. 

 

One respondent had concerns about 

the suitability of the road network at 

Toddlehills to facilitate an increase in 

traffic due to the construction of the 

Netherton Hub in combination with the 

Proposed Alignment and its wider effect 

on residents who have invested in their 

properties and land. 

 

SSEN Transmission understands that 

there are concerns about the potential 

impact of its proposed developments on 

properties within the vicinity of its 

proposed overhead line alignments and 

substations sites. It will look to mitigate 

impacts on residential properties as far 

as possible. These impacts (noise, 

visual amenity, cultural heritage) have 

been assessed in the Environmental 

Appraisal Report and mitigation 

measures will be implemented to 

reduce these impacts.  

Concerns in relation to impacts on 

property continue to be noted; however, 

as a regulated business, SSEN 

Transmission is obliged to follow a 

statutory legal framework under the 

Electricity Act 1989 and Land 

Compensation Act 1961. If local 

residents are entitled to compensation 

under the legal framework, SSEN 

Transmission will assess any claim on a 

case-by-case basis under the direction 

of this legal framework. If this is the 

case, SSEN Transmission will 

recommend that the residents engage a 

professional adviser and will generally 

meet reasonably incurred professional 

fees in these circumstances. SSEN 

Transmission will not meet fees 
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Feedback/Theme Response (Consultation event 
one) on Potential Alignment 

Response (Consultation event 
two) on Proposed Alignment 

Response by SSEN 
Transmission 

incurred in objecting to its proposed 

developments. 

Cumulative impacts and a fragmented  

approach to project development. 

One respondent commented that 

projects in the area are being drip fed to 

hide the cumulative effects on rural 

residents.  

One respondent stated that the road at 

Toddlehills is not suitable for increased 

traffic during construction due to this 

Proposed Alignment and other projects 

in the area  

The cumulative impact of the 

development with other known energy 

infrastructure development in the area 

will be assessed as part of the 

Environmental Appraisal (EA) process. 

Cumulative assessment will have 

regard to any known proposed 

infrastructure in the search area. Any 

connection projects that are progressed 

at a later stage would need to similarly 

take cognisance of other known 

infrastructure in their assessment of 

cumulative impact whether existing or 

proposed. SSEN Transmission can only 

refer to known infrastructure proposals 

in undertaking such an assessment. 

Ofgem’s approval of the need for 

strategic electricity transmission 

reinforcement confirmed that specific 

projects identified by the Electricity 

System Operator through the Holistic 

Network Design (HND) would be taken 

forward as part of the Accelerated 

Strategic Transmission Investment 

(ASTI) framework. 

The HND fully anticipated that the 

projects identified would need to be 

delivered through the progression of 

specific designs for each reinforcement 

by the Transmission Owners (TO’s) 

appointed through the regulatory 
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Feedback/Theme Response (Consultation event 
one) on Potential Alignment 

Response (Consultation event 
two) on Proposed Alignment 

Response by SSEN 
Transmission 

process, with these specific options to 

be designed and consulted on 

individually.  

Further to this, we have combined our 

consultation events with other local 

developments when possible. This has 

included holding joint consultation 

events with Eastern Green Link 3, 

Beauly to Peterhead 400 kV OHL and 

with the associated rebuild aspect of the 

Proposed Development 

Traffic Management  One respondent provided supplementary 

feedback, raising concerns on how traffic 

will be managed. Concerns were 

specifically related to road network to the 

south of the site and its suitability for 

heavy goods vehicles to use, and traffic 

on the A950.  

One respondent commented that the 

road at Toddlehills is not suitable for 

increased traffic caused by construction 

of the Proposed Alignment and other 

projects.  

Prior to construction, the Principal 

Contractor will assess potential impact 

of construction traffic and the capacity 

of local roads to accommodate this 

traffic. A Construction Traffic 

Management Plan (CTMP) will then be 

prepared and agreed with the local 

authorities prior to works commencing. 

Landscape and Visual impacts As there are already existing towers and 

overhead lines in the areas, one 

respondent felt the main issue was the 

height of the towers and the double 

corridor which would make the Potential 

Alignment more visible but considered 

that the Potential Alignment would have 

the least effect on the countryside. Two 

respondents thought the route T1A 

(which forms part of the Potential 

Alignment) may be too close to some 

residents.  

One respondent stated that the 

Proposed Alignment would have 

negative impacts on the landscape.  

The Section 37 application for the 

Proposed Development includes a limit 

of deviation, which defines the 

maximum extent within which the 

Proposed Development can be built. 

This allows for tower ‘micrositing’ to 

minimise, where possible, the visual 

impacts on properties. 

The EAR has included an appraisal of 

noise and landscape & visual amenity 

impacts to understand how these may 

affect residential properties close to 

route T1A. Where impacts have been 
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Feedback/Theme Response (Consultation event 
one) on Potential Alignment 

Response (Consultation event 
two) on Proposed Alignment 

Response by SSEN 
Transmission 

One respondent concluded that upon 

completion of the Proposed 

Development, the environmental impact 

of the Proposed Development will be 

minimal. 

identified, measures to mitigate these 

impacts have been proposed and will 

be implemented during the relevant 

phase of works. 

Noise pollution One respondent provided supplementary 

feedback raising concerns about the 

impacts of noise in relation to the 

increased power travelling through the 

lines for properties lying in proximity to 

pylons (residents could be affected by a 

‘buzz’), and requested information on 

mitigation.  

N/A When developing overhead lines and 

substations, SSEN Transmission 

ensures a focus on minimising noise 

impact. Detailed noise assessments are 

conducted as part of the environmental 

appraisal process, and include current 

noise levels, potential new noise as a 

result of SSEN Transmission 

infrastructure, and mitigation measures 

where required, to ensure noise is 

within acceptable levels. 

Location of outward connection One respondent queried the location of 

Alignment Option T2A (which forms part 

of the Potential Alignment) in relation to 

its proximity to residents.  

N/A Based on the proposed 400 kV 

substation design, the overhead line 

must tie into the south side of the site. 

The east side of the site has further 

infrastructure within it along with 

screening bunds.  

The existing New Deer to Peterhead 

400 kV OHL is also situated to the 

south of the proposed 400 kV 

substation. Therefore, the most optimal 

connection point is to the south. 

Community Benefit Fund Three respondents commented that the 

Community Benefit Fund was not 

considered an appropriate solution to the 

impacts of the Proposed Development. 

One respondent commented that the 

Community Benefit Fund was not 

considered an appropriate solution to 

the impacts of the Proposed 

Development. 

 The purpose of community benefit 

funds is to support and deliver local 

projects and initiatives that benefit the 

community where our new infrastructure 

is located. Our community benefit funds 
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Feedback/Theme Response (Consultation event 
one) on Potential Alignment 

Response (Consultation event 
two) on Proposed Alignment 

Response by SSEN 
Transmission 

follow the latest UK Government 

guidance. 

Prime agricultural land One respondent raised concerns relating 

to the destruction of farm land during the 

construction phase.  

N/A The EAR provides an appraisal of land 

use, specifically in relation to the land 

take of agricultural land. Where 

applicable, mitigation measures have 

been proposed.   

 

Some feedback received related to other SSEN Transmission projects and are not covered in detail in this RoC. 
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7. CONCLUSIONS AND NEXT STEPS 

7.1 Summary 

This RoC provides an overview of the consultation process which has been undertaken for the 

Proposed Development between March 2025 and October 2025.  The programme of consultation 

was designed to engage with stakeholders including statutory and non-statutory consultees, and 

local communities including landowners and residents to capture feedback on the selection of the 

alignment for the Proposed Development.  

To address the feedback presented in this RoC, an Environmental Appraisal Report has been 

prepared which appraises the impacts and suggests relevant mitigation measures on the following 

topics: 

• Landscape and visual  

• Cultural heritage 

• Ecology 

• Ornithology 

• Hydrology, hydrogeology, geology and soils 

• Forestry and land use 

• Noise  

7.2 Next Steps 

The Proposed Alignment has been taken forward to Stage 4 (EAR and consenting). During this 

stage, the Proposed Alignment and associated infrastructure has been assessed from an 

environmental perspective, environmental impacts identified, and mitigation measures adopted to 

minimise environmental effects as far as is practicable. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  32 

APPENDIX A: FIGURES 



T
1C T2A

T
2B

T1B

T1
A

48

47

46

45

44

43

42

48

47

46

45

44

43

42

0908070605040302

0908070605040302

LT000052

VA

70121009-NEWDEER-ACD-TIE-WSP-001

Legend

Netherton Hub Site Boundary

Tie-in Alignment Options

Existing New Deer - Peterhead OHL

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.
Crown copyright and database right 2025 all rights reserved.

Ordnance Survey Licence number 0100022432.

SSEN Transmission take no responsibility for the release or accuracy of latest
version Basemaps from Ordnance Survey

Project No:
Project:

Title:

Drawing:

Drawn by: Date: 11/02/2025

Contains OS data © Crown
Copyright and database

right 2022

¯ 0 1 20.5
km

1:25,000Scale @ A3:

Scale : 1:1,000,000

Netherton Hub 400kV OHL Connection to
New Deer and Peterhead: Tie-In

Figure 1 - Alignment Options



T2A

T1
A

48

47

46

45

44

43

42

48

47

46

45

44

43

42

0908070605040302

0908070605040302

LT000052

Legend

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.
Crown copyright and database right 2025 all rights reserved.

Ordnance Survey Licence number 0100022432.

SSEN Transmission take no responsibility for the release or accuracy of latest
version Basemaps from Ordnance Survey

Project No:
Project:

Title:

Drawing:

Drawn by: Date: 13/02/2025

Contains OS data © Crown
Copyright and database

right 2022

¯ 0 1 20.5
km

1:25,000Scale @ A3:

Scale : 1:1,000,000

Netherton Hub 400kV OHL Connection to
New Deer and Peterhead: Tie-In

Netherton Hub Site Boundary

Tie-in Potential Alignment            

Existing New Deer - Peterhead OHL

Figure 2 - Potential Alignment

VA

70121009-NEWDEER-ACD-TIE-WSP-002



In

O
ut

47

46

45

44

43

47

46

45

44

43

08070605040302

08070605040302

Figure 3 - Proposed Alignment

MAL

UK0029295.1009-NEWDEER-EAR-TIE-WSP-022

Title:

Drawing:

Drawn by: Date: 09/06/2026

Contains OS data © Crown
Copyright and database

right 2024

¯ 0 1 20.5
km

1:20,000Scale @ A3:

Scale : 1:1,000,000

LT650Project No:
Project: Netherton Hub 400kV OHL Connection to

New Deer and Peterhead: Tie-In

Crown copyright and database right 2026 all rights reserved.
Ordnance Survey Licence number AC0000813445.

SSEN Transmission take no responsibility for the release or accuracy of latest version Basemaps from
Ordnance Survey

Legend

Netherton Hub Site Boundary

Proposed Alignment

Existing New Deer - Peterhead OHL



 

 

 

 

  33 

APPENDIX B: FEEDBACK FORM 

PAC 1 Feedback Form 
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PAC 2 Feedback Form 
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APPENDIX C: PUBLIC ADVERTISING AND PROMOTION 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Press and Journal PAC1 Advert 
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Figure 2 Press and Journal PAC1 Advert 
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Figure 4 Buchan Observer PAC2 advert 

Figure 3 Buchan Observer PAC1 advert 
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Figure 6 PAC1 postcard (back) 

Figure 5 PAC1 postcard (front) 
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Figure 7 PAC2 postcard (back) 

Figure 8 PAC2 postcard (front) 
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APPENDIX D: CONSULTATION BOOKLETS   

PAC 1 booklet 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  42 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  43 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  44 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  45 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  46 

 



 

 

 

 

  47 

 



 

 

 

 

  48 

 



 

 

 

 

  49 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  50 

PAC 2 Booklet 
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