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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose of this Report 

1.1.1 Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc (the Applicant) who, operating and known as Scottish and Southern 

Electricity Networks Transmission (SSEN Transmission), own, operate and develop the high voltage electricity 

transmission system in the north of Scotland and remote islands. SSEN Transmission holds a license under the 

Electricity Act 1989 to develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical system of electricity 

transmission.  

1.1.2 The Applicant is seeking consent under Section 37 to the Electricity Act 1989 (as amended) to construct and 

operate the Netherton Hub 400kV Overhead Line (OHL) Connection to New Deer and Peterhead: Tie-In (the 

‘Proposed Development’). The Proposed Development comprises a permanent diversion, referred to as a ‘Tie-

In’, of the existing New Deer to Peterhead 400 kV OHL into a new 400 kV Alternating Current (AC) substation, 

consented separately as part of the Netherton Hub.  

1.1.3 There is no statutory requirement to undertake formal pre-application consultation (PAC) for applications made 

under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989, however, for all Section 37 applications that require Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA), the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit (ECU) recommends, through its 

Good Practice Guidance1, a voluntary approach to PAC that generally aligns with the compulsory process 

prescribed for national and major development applications under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) 

Act 1997.  This project is non-EIA, but SSEN Transmission has opted to follow the good practice guidance by 

creating a PAC Report. 

1.1.4 SSEN Transmission typically follows a staged approach to routeing: Route Selection, Alignment Selection and 

then the consenting process. The routing stage was omitted for this project due to the short lengths of the 

Proposed Development, and begun community consultation at the alignment stage. The purpose of this 

document is to describe the PAC process SSEN Transmission has undertaken for the Alignment Development, 

with reference to the content requirements of PAC Reports as described in Table 1 of Section 3.2 of the ECU 

Good Practice Guidance2 and provided below in Table 1.1. In doing so, we demonstrate that SSEN 

Transmission has met the expectations of the Guidance in carrying out meaningful engagement at the earliest 

possible stage with communities and groups potentially affected by development proposals.  

1.1.5 The requirements of PAC Reports are listed in Table 1.1 below, along with commentary of where in this Report 

confirmation of that information can be found.  

Table 1.1 PAC Report Requirements Table 

PAC Report requirement Location of information in this Report 

Dates on which and places where public events were held; Section 3.2.3 

A description of any additional steps taken by the applicant to 

consult with members of the public regarding the development; 

n/a 

A description of any materials sent to consultees and materials 

provided to those attending public events; 

Section 3 

 
1 See Section 3.2 of Scottish Government: Good Practice Guidance for Applications under Section 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. (updated July 

2022) 
2 See Section 3.2 of Scottish Government: Good Practice Guidance for Applications under Section 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. (updated July 

2022) 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2022/02/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/documents/energy-consents-unit-good-practice-guidance-applications-under-section-36-37-electricity-act-1989-february-2022/energy-consents-unit-good-practice-guidance-applications-under-section-36-37-electricity-act-1989-february-2022/govscot%3Adocument/energy-consents-unit-good-practice-guidance-applications-under-section-36-37-electricity-act-1989-february-2022.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2022/02/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/documents/energy-consents-unit-good-practice-guidance-applications-under-section-36-37-electricity-act-1989-february-2022/energy-consents-unit-good-practice-guidance-applications-under-section-36-37-electricity-act-1989-february-2022/govscot%3Adocument/energy-consents-unit-good-practice-guidance-applications-under-section-36-37-electricity-act-1989-february-2022.pdf
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PAC Report requirement Location of information in this Report 

Copies of any visual presentation shown or displayed at a 

public event, and photographs of any display boards or models 

at public events; 

Appendix 1, 2 and 4 

Confirmation as to whether consultees and attendees at public 

events were informed that pre-application consultation does 

not remove the right or the potential need to comment on the 

final application once it is made to the Scottish Ministers; 

Section 3.2.17 

A summary of the written responses to consultations and views 

raised at public events, including an indication of the number of 

written responses received and the number of persons who 

attended the public events; 

Sections 4.2 and 5.2 

An explanation of how the applicant took account of views 

raised during the pre-application consultation process;  

 

An explanation of how members of the public were given 

feedback on the applicant's consideration of the views raised 

during the pre-application consultation process. 

 

 

1.2 Structure of this Report 

1.2.1 The PAC Report is comprised of six parts: 

1. Introduction: sets out the purpose of the Pre-Application Consultation Report; 

2. Proposed Development: outlines the background to the project and provides a description of the key 

elements; 

3. The Consultation Process: describes the framework for consultation and methods which have been 

employed; 

4. Pre-application consultation PAC 1: Consultation Responses, Key Issues and How the Project 

Responded – describes how the comments and issues raised during PAC 1 events were addressed 

by the project; 

5. Pre application consultation PAC 2: Consultation Responses, Key Issues and How the Project 

Responded – describes how the comments and issues raised during PAC 2 events were addressed 

by the project; and 

6. Conclusions– provides a summary of the conclusions reached. 

1.2.2 Appendices are attached to provide evidence of consultation carried out. 
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2. ALIGNMENT DEVELOPMENT 

2.1 Project Background 

2.1.1 The Applicant is applying for consent under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 (S37) for the Alignment 

Development, as shown in Figure 1 below. Please also refer to the detailed proposal maps included in the S37 

application. 

2.1.2 The Alignment Development falls within the administrative area of Aberdeenshire Council. 

2.2 Background to Alignment Development 

2.2.1 The Netherton Hub is a strategic development proposed for a site located near Longside to the west of 

Peterhead. The tie-in connection of the existing New Deer–Peterhead 400kV overhead line into the Hub is 

required to connect the proposed 400kV AC substation within the Hub to the existing network. This will 

maximise the transfer capability between Netherton Hub and the rest of our transmission network. 

2.2.2 The Proposed Development comprises a permanent diversion, referred to as a ‘Tie-In’, of the existing New 

Deer to Peterhead 400 kV OHL into a new 400 kV AC substation proposed separately as part of the Netherton 

Hub.  The Tie-In is split into an ‘In’ leg, stemming from the existing New Deer – Peterhead OHL to the Hub 

substation, and an ‘Out’ leg, connecting the substation back out to the existing OHL. 

2.2.3 The components include:  

1. Re-routing the existing New Deer–Peterhead 400kV double circuit overhead line between Nether 

Kinmundy and Little Dens into Netherton Hub, to connect with the proposed 400kV substation. This 

will involve installing two sections of new overhead lines of approximately 2km (‘Out’-leg) and 3.4 km 

(‘In’-leg) in length between the existing New Deer – Peterhead line and the Netherton Hub.  

Figure 2 The Proposed Development 

Figure 1 The Proposed Development 
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2. Installing two temporary overhead line circuits to facilitate the transfer from the existing New Deer – 

Peterhead 400kV overhead line to the proposed diverted lines.  

3. Removing around 3.7km of redundant overhead line towers along the existing New Deer – Peterhead 

overhead line between Nether Kinmundy and Little Dens. 

2.3 SSEN Transmission Route Selection Process 

2.3.1 The approach to the route selection was informed by SSEN Transmission’s guidance ‘Procedures for Routeing 

Overhead Lines and Underground Cables of 132 kV and above’, hereafter referred to as the ‘Routeing 

Guidance’.  The Routeing Guidance sets out SSEN Transmission’s approach to selecting a route for an 

overhead line or underground cable development, refer to EIAR Volume 1, Chapter 4, Section 4.5 for further 

details on the routeing process.  This document helps SSEN Transmission to meet its obligations under 

Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act 1989, which requires transmission license holders: 

• to have a regard to the desirability of preserving natural beauty, of conserving flora, fauna and geological or 

physiographical features of special interest and of protecting sites, buildings and objects of architectural, 

historic or archaeological interests; and 

• to do what they reasonably can to mitigate any effect that the proposals would have on the natural beauty 

of the countryside or on any such flora, fauna, features, sites, buildings or objects. 

2.3.2 The Routeing Guidance aims to balance environmental, technical and economic considerations throughout the 

route options process. 

2.3.3 The guidance splits a project into the following stages: 

• Pre-Routeing Activities: Selection of proposed connection option;  

• Stage 0: Routeing strategy development; 

• Stage 1: Corridor Selection; 

• Stage 2: Route Selection; and 

• Stage 3: Alignment Selection. 

2.3.4 The stages that are carried out can vary depending on the type, nature and size of a project and consultation is 

carried out at each stage of the process as appropriate. Due to the relatively short lengths of the proposed tie-in 

and the existing and planned overhead line infrastructure in the area, the Route stage was omitted for this 

project. The approach and rationale for this was communicated to stakeholders. 

2.3.5 The following consultation was undertaken as part of the project development process for the Alignment 

Development: 

• Alignment Consultation PAC 1 (Routeing Guidance Stage 3) 

• Alignment Consultation PAC 2 
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3. THE CONSULTATION PROCESS 

3.1 Overview  

3.1.1 This section describes the methods employed during the consultation process and provides information on 

meetings and events held with stakeholders in order to obtain feedback and help inform the project 

development.  

3.1.2 The Scottish Government’s Good Practice Guidance states the expectation that applicants “hold at least two 

public consultation events prior to submitting the application. The final public event taking place at least 14 days 

after the first public event. The public events are to give members of the public the opportunity to make 

comments to the applicant as regards the proposed development. At the final public event, the applicant should 

provide feedback to members of the public in respect of comments received by the applicant regarding the 

proposed development.” 

3.1.3 In this report, the two PAC events are described, respectively, as PAC 1 and PAC 2 consultation.  

3.1.4 The consultation events discussed within this PAC Report displayed information and allowed feedback relative 

to the Netherton Hub 400kV Overhead Line (OHL) Connection to New Deer and Peterhead Tie-In project. At 

the same event (PAC1) consultation was also undertaken in relation to a separate project to rebuild and remove 

of a section of the existing New Deer-Peterhead 400kV overhead line between the proposed Netherton Hub 

and the existing Peterhead 400kV substation in Boddam; and information was shared on the Eastern Green 

Link 3 underground cable alignment between Netherton Hub and Sandford Bay, and also the Beauly-

Blackhillock-New Deer-Peterhead 400kV Overhead Line Project. This approach was taken given the similar 

nature of the proposed developments, their relative proximity and their presence within the same local authority 

area. To avoid confusion, project-specific information was produced in respect of each prospective project, and 

there was clear separation of project information at each event, and the nature and purpose of the consultation 

or information provision was clearly made.  

3.2 Pre application Consultation - PAC 1 

3.2.1 The purpose of the PAC 1 consultation events was to present alignment options for the inward and outward tie 

in, in addition to a potential alignment, and seek feedback on all options presented. 

3.2.2 To support initial PAC 1 consultation events, a Consultation Booklet was prepared and published in March 2025 

and uploaded to the project website. The Consultation Booklet provided project context and project details and 

sought comments from stakeholders on the alignment development (See Appendix 1). 

3.2.3 The PAC 1 consultation events took place at the following venues and dates/times. 

Venue Date and time 

Buchan Braes Hotel, Boddam, Peterhead, AB42 

3AR 

Wednesday 5 March, 10–12.30pm 

Longside Parish Church Hall, Inn Brae, Longside 

AB42 4XN 

Wednesday 5 March, 3–7pm 

3.2.4 At the entrance of each venue, project team staff were stationed to welcome and note attendee numbers. 

Attendees were also invited to have their names and contact details recorded so that the project team could 

provide email updates on project information and upcoming events. 
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3.2.5 The printed Consultation Booklets were also available at all consultation events, and information boards and 

large-format maps were available for attendees to learn more about the project at that stage of development.  

3.2.6 A 3D interactive model of the alignment options depicting the overhead line infrastructure was also available at 

the PAC 1 events.  The 3D model allowed attendees to view the location of the proposed OHL in relation to 

their property or from a viewpoint they specified, to give an indication of how the alignment would look and to 

assist in their consultation feedback.   

3.2.7 Members from multiple disciplines within the project team were available to answer questions and attendees 

were invited to provide feedback to a set of questions via an online feedback form and a printed consultation 

feedback form at the rear of the consultation booklet. In addition, feedback was invited via email. 

3.2.8 A corresponding Consultation Document was available online. 

3.2.9 The feedback period in relation to the PAC 1 events was open for 6 weeks after the first event until 16 April 

2025.  

Stakeholder engagement 

3.2.10 Engagement with the following statutory and non-statutory stakeholders was undertaken during the pre-

application consultation stage. Stakeholders were provided with the Consultation Documents and invited to ask 

questions and make comments as well as submit written feedback or attend separate meetings with members 

of the project team if required. 

Statutory Consultees 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 

Historic Environmental Scotland (HES) 

NATS Safeguarding 

Ministry of Defence (MOD) 

Non-Statutory Consultees 

Aberdeenshire Council 

AGS Airports 

NatureScot 

Online and virtual consultation 

3.2.11 The project website (www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/netherton-400kv-OHL-tie-in) contained links to all published 

materials and the feedback form as well as project updates, responses to FAQs, and notifications of upcoming 

consultation events. 

Publicity 

3.2.12 Pre application consultation events were advertised in The Buchan Observer (on 25 February and 4 March 

2025) and the Press and Journal (20 and 28 of February 2025) (refer to copies of the adverts in Appendix 3). 

3.2.13 Dates and venues of consultation events were also publicised on the project website, alongside a link to the 

online consultation portal. In addition, SSEN Transmission's social media channels were also used advertise 

the consultation events. 

3.2.14 A postcard informing of the event was sent out to 3608 properties (See Appendix 3).  

https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/netherton-400kv-OHL-tie-in
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3.2.15 Furthermore, email notification was issued to existing local mailing lists, as well as relevant Aberdeenshire 

Councillors and MPs/MSPs. 

Advice on making comments to the Applicant 

3.2.16 Consultees were made aware that providing comments through the pre-application process would be to SSEN 

Transmission, and that an opportunity to provide formal representations to the ECU would be available once the 

Section 37 application was submitted and before Scottish Ministers make a decision on the application. 

Examples of where this has been advised can be found in the PAC 1 booklet (p27) and the PAC1 postcard 

(Appendix 3). 

3.3 Pre application Consultation – PAC 2 

3.3.1 The purpose of the PAC 2 consultation event was to present the final proposed overhead line alignment for the 

Tie-In project that would be submitted for Section 37 consent, along with information relating to tower locations 

and access arrangements. Responses to feedback received to date were also shared as part of that 

consultation. Stakeholders were invited to provide further feedback on the proposed alignment. 

3.3.2 To support the PAC 2 consultation events, a second Consultation Booklet was prepared and published in 

September 2025 and uploaded to the project website. The PAC 2 Consultation Booklet provided project context 

and project details, summarising the feedback received from PAC 1 events, and sought final comments from 

stakeholders and members of the public on the alignment development (See Appendix 2). 

3.3.3 The consultation events took place at the following venues and dates/times. 

Venue Date and time 

Longside Parish Church Hall, Inn Brae, Longside, 

AB42 4XN 

Wednesday 10 September 2025, 3–7pm  

3.3.4 At the entrance to the venue, project team staff were stationed to greet attendees and note numbers. Attendees 

were also invited to have their names and contact details recorded so that the project team could provide email 

updates on project updates and upcoming events. 

3.3.5 The printed Consultation Booklets were also available at the consultation event, and information boards and 

large format maps were available for attendees to learn more about the project at that stage of development. A 

revised 3D model depicting updates following the PAC 1 events was produced and available at the event, 

alongside flythrough videos. Members from multiple disciplines within the project team were available to answer 

questions and attendees were invited to provide feedback to a set of defined questions via an online feedback 

form and printed consultation feedback form at the rear of the consultation booklet. In addition, feedback was 

sought via email or by post to the Community Liaison Manager. 

3.3.6 As mentioned above, the main purpose of the PAC 2 event was to present feedback on views obtained in 

response to the earlier round of consultation and provide the opportunity to receive further feedback. The 

feedback period was open for 4 weeks after the first event on 10 September 2025 until 8 October 2025. In 

addition, Longside Community Council was notified of the event and were welcomed to discuss any matters 

ahead of the PAC 2 events. 

Stakeholder engagement 

3.3.7 Engagement with the following statutory and non-statutory stakeholders was undertaken during the pre-

application consultation stage. Stakeholders were provided with the Consultation Documents and invited to ask 
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questions and make comments as well as submit written feedback or attend separate meetings with members 

of the project team if required. 

Statutory Consultees 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 

Historic Environmental Scotland (HES) 

NATS Safeguarding 

Ministry of Defence (MOD) 

Non-Statutory Consultees 

Aberdeenshire Council 

AGS Airports 

NatureScot 

Online and virtual consultation 

3.3.8 The project website (www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/netherton-400kv-OHL-tie-in) contained links to all published 

materials and the feedback form as well as project updates and responses to FAQs. 

3.3.9 During the consultation and subsequent feedback period, an online exhibition room was hosted on a virtual 

platform designed to look and feel like a consultation in a community hall, featuring the same information 

boards that were presented at the in-person events.  The feedback form was provided on the portal, and all 

interested members of the public were invited to complete this.  

Publicity 

3.3.10 Pre application consultation events were advertised in Buchan Observer on 2 and 9 September 2025, and the 

Press and Journal on 5 and 8 September 2025. 

3.3.11 Date and venue of the consultation event were also publicised on the project website, alongside a link to the 

online consultation portal. In addition, SSEN Transmission's social media channels were used advertise the 

consultation events. 

3.3.12 A postcard informing of the event was also sent out to 3907 properties (See Appendix 3).  

3.3.13 Furthermore, email notification was issued to existing local mailing lists, as well as relevant Aberdeenshire 

Councillors and MPs/MSPs. 

Advice on making comments to the Applicant 

3.3.14 Consultees were made aware that making a comment through the pre-application process was to the Applicant, 

and that an opportunity to provide feedback to the decision-maker would be available once the application was 

submitted. Examples of where this has been advised can be found in p31 of the PAC 2 booklet (in Appendix 2), 

and the PAC 2 postcard (in Appendix 3). 

https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/netherton-400kv-OHL-tie-in
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4. PRE APPLICATION CONSULTATION PAC 1 RESPONSES, KEY 

ISSUES AND HOW THE PROJECT RESPONDED 

4.1 Overview 

4.1.1 This section summarises the pre application consultation PAC 1 responses, and how the project responded to 

them.  

4.1.2 Table 4.1 sets out the consultation events and shows the number of attendees at each event. In total there 

were 158 attendees across both venues. A total of 9 responses were received from the community. A total of 7 

responses was received from statutory and non-statutory consultees. These were received via the feedback 

form, or written responses received in the project inbox or by mail. 

 

Table 4.1 PAC 1 consultation event details and number of attendees 

Venue Date Number of attendees 

Buchan Braes Hotel, Boddam, Peterhead, 

AB42 3AR 

Wednesday 5 March, 

10–12.30pm 

158 in total 

Longside Parish Church Hall, Inn Brae, 

Longside AB42 4XN 

Wednesday 5 March, 

3–7pm 

4.2 Pre application Consultation PAC 1 Responses  

4.2.1 Key themes from the feedback from the local community following the PAC 1 consultation period were identified 

and set out below. 

Theme Response 

Impacts to the local 

wildlife habitats 

around Ludquharn 

and Longside 

A number of ecology surveys have been undertaken in the area between July and 

November 2025 and in June 2026 to understand any potential impacts on wildlife 

and identify appropriate mitigation measures.  

Construction and operational impacts, including on wildlife and habitats, have been 

assessed in the Environmental Appraisal Report (EAR). A Construction 

Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), prepared and implemented by the 

Principal Contractor, will guide environmental management during construction. The 

CEMP will align with commitments in the EAR, statutory consents, and industry best 

practices, with oversight from a qualified Environmental Clerk of Works (EnvCoW) 

and support from other professionals. 

Property Value 
SSEN Transmission understand that there are concerns about the potential impact 

of its proposed developments on properties within the vicinity of its proposed 

overhead line alignments and substations sites. It will look to mitigate impacts on 

residential properties as far as possible. These impacts (noise, visual amenity, 

cultural heritage) have been assessed in the Environmental Appraisal Report and 

mitigation measures will be implemented to reduce these impacts.  

Concerns in relation to impacts on property continue to be noted; however, as a 

regulated business, SSEN Transmission is obliged to follow a statutory legal 

framework under the Electricity Act 1989 and Land Compensation Act 1961. If you 

are entitled to compensation under the legal framework, SSEN Transmission will 

assess any claim on a case-by-case basis under the direction of this legal 

framework. If this is the case, SSEN Transmission will recommend that the 

residents engage a professional adviser and will generally meet reasonably incurred 

professional fees in these circumstances. SSEN Transmission will not meet fees 

incurred in objecting to its proposed developments. 
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Theme Response 

Community benefit 

fund 

The purpose of community benefit funds is to support and deliver local projects and 

initiatives that benefit the community where our new infrastructure is located. Our 

community benefit funds follow the latest UK Government guidance. 

The approach taken 

to select the potential 

alignment was 

unclear 

Section 3 of this RoC explains the key stages when selecting an overhead line 

route: corridor, route, and alignment. The corridor and route stages were bypassed 

by this project, which is common practice when a project is of relatively short 

distance as it is not possible to establish multiple corridor or route options. The 

alignment options are influenced by engineering and environmental factors as well 

as cost. 

 

Cumulative impacts 

and a fragmented 

approach to project 

development. 

The cumulative impact of the development with other known energy infrastructure 

development in the area will be assessed as part of the Environmental Appraisal 

(EA) process. Cumulative assessment will have regard to any known proposed 

infrastructure in the search area. Any connection projects that are progressed at a 

later stage would need to similarly take cognisance of other known infrastructure in 

their assessment of cumulative impact whether existing or proposed. SSEN 

Transmission can only refer to known infrastructure proposals in undertaking such 

an assessment. 

Ofgem’s approval of the need for strategic electricity transmission reinforcement 

confirmed that specific projects identified by the Electricity System Operator through 

the Holistic Network Design (HND) would be taken forward as part of the 

Accelerated Strategic Transmission Investment (ASTI) framework. 

The HND fully anticipated that the projects identified would need to be delivered 

through the progression of specific designs for each reinforcement by the 

Transmission Owners (TO’s) appointed through the regulatory process, with these 

specific options to be designed and consulted on individually.  

Further to this, we have combined our consultation events with other local 

developments when possible. This has included holding joint consultation events 

with Eastern Green Link 3, Beauly to Peterhead 400 kV overhead line and with the 

associated rebuild aspect of the Proposed Development 

Traffic management A detailed traffic and transport assessment forms part of the Environmental 

Appraisal, which assesses potential impacts of construction traffic and the capacity 

of local roads to accommodate this traffic. A Construction Traffic Management Plan 

(CTMP) will be agreed with the local authorities prior to works commencing. 

Landscape and 

Visual impacts 

The Section 37 application for the Proposed Development includes a limit of 

deviation, which defines the maximum extent within which the Proposed 

Development can be built. This allows for tower ‘micrositing’ to minimise, where 

possible, the visual impacts on properties. 

The EAR has included an appraisal of noise and landscape & visual amenity 

impacts to understand how these may affect residential properties close to route 

T1A. Where impacts have been identified, measures to mitigate these impacts have 

been proposed and will be implemented during the relevant phase of works. 

Noise pollution When developing overhead lines and substations, SSEN Transmission ensures a 

focus on minimising noise impact. Detailed noise assessments are conducted as 

part of the environmental appraisal process, and include current noise levels, 
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Theme Response 

potential new noise as a result of SSEN Transmission infrastructure, and mitigation 

measures where required, to ensure noise is within acceptable levels. 

Why can’t the 

outward connection 

(T2A) follow an 

eastward route out of 

the Netherton Hub 

rather than to the 

south of the hub. 

Based on the proposed 400kV substation design, the overhead line must tie into the 

south side of the site. The east side of the site has further infrastructure within it 

along with screening bunds. The existing New Deer to Peterhead 400kV OHL is 

also situated to the south of the proposed 400kV substation. Therefore, the most 

optimal connection point is to the south 

Why is a double row 

of pylons required? 

There is a requirement for a 400kV double circuit connection between Beauly and 

Peterhead via the proposed new substation sites. This means that there is a 

requirement for a new 400kV double circuit overhead line between Greens 

substation and Longside 400kV substation (Beauly to Peterhead) and then between 

Longside 400kV substation and the existing Peterhead 400kV substation (Tie-Ins 

and Rebuild). To minimise the number of overhead lines going into Peterhead this 

requirement can be delivered by diverting the existing New Deer to Peterhead 

overhead line in and out of Longside creating this final part of the connection. After 

consideration of the alignment options, having the proposed Beauly to Peterhead 

OHL running in parallel with the tie-in into Longside is considered preferable from a 

visual and landscape perspective as it follows a natural valley and allows for the 

towers to pass through the lower terrain within the landscape in unison. 

Prime agricultural 

land 

The EAR provides an appraisal of land use, specifically in relation to the land take 

of agricultural land. Where applicable, mitigation measures have been proposed.    
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5. PRE APPLICATION CONSULTATION PAC 2 RESPONSES, KEY 

ISSUES AND HOW THE PROJECT RESPONDED 

5.1 Overview 

5.1.1 This section summarises the pre application consultation PAC 2 responses, and how the project responded to 

them.  

5.1.2 Table 5.1 sets out the consultation events and shows the number of attendees at the event, in total there were 

53 attendees. A total of 2 responses were received. These were received in the form of the feedback form, or 

written responses received in the project inbox or by mail. 

Table 5.1 PAC 2 consultation event details and number of attendees 

Venue Date Number of attendees 

Longside Parish Church Hall, Inn Brae, 

Longside AB42 4XN 

Wednesday 10 

September, 3–7pm 

53 

5.2 Pre application Consultation PAC 2 Responses  

5.2.1 Feedback from the local community following the PAC 2 consultation period is set out below. 

Theme  Response  

Suitability of local roads 

near Toddlehills for 

construction traffic. 

The Principal Contractor will assess potential impact of construction traffic and 

the capacity of local roads to accommodate this traffic. A Construction Traffic 

Management Plan (CTMP) will then be prepared and agreed with the local 

authorities prior to works commencing.  

Landscape and visual 

impacts 

The Section 37 application for the Proposed Development includes a limit of 

deviation, which defines the maximum extent within which the Proposed 

Development can be built. This allows for tower ‘micrositing’ to minimise, where 

possible, the visual impacts on properties.  

The EAR has included an appraisal of noise and landscape & visual amenity 

impacts to understand how these may affect residential properties close to route 

T1A. Where impacts have been identified, measures to mitigate these impacts 

have been proposed and will be implemented during the relevant phase of works. 

Community benefit fund The purpose of community benefit funds is to support and deliver local projects 

and initiatives that benefit the community where our new infrastructure is located. 

Our community benefit funds follow the latest UK Government guidance. 

 

Property value SSEN Transmission understands that there are concerns about the potential 

impact of its proposed developments on properties within the vicinity of its 

proposed overhead line alignments and substations sites. It will look to mitigate 

impacts on residential properties as far as possible. These impacts (noise, visual 

amenity, cultural heritage) have been assessed in the Environmental Appraisal 

Report and mitigation measures will be implemented to reduce these impacts.  

Concerns in relation to impacts on property continue to be noted; however, as a 

regulated business, SSEN Transmission is obliged to follow a statutory legal 
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Theme  Response  

framework under the Electricity Act 1989 and Land Compensation Act 1961. If 

local residents are entitled to compensation under the legal framework, SSEN 

Transmission will assess any claim on a case-by-case basis under the direction 

of this legal framework. If this is the case, SSEN Transmission will recommend 

that the residents engage a professional adviser and will generally meet 

reasonably incurred professional fees in these circumstances. SSEN 

Transmission will not meet fees incurred in objecting to its proposed 

developments.  
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6. CONCLUSIONS 

6.1.1 This PAC Report documents the consultation undertaken with statutory and non-statutory consultees as well as 

the public across the two consultation event stages (PAC 1 and PAC 2) of the Netherton Hub 400kV Overhead 

Line (OHL) Connection to New Deer and Peterhead: Tie-In project, now submitted to the Scottish Government 

Energy Consents Unit as part of an application under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. 

6.1.2 Pre-application consultation was planned with reference to the expectations of pre-application consultation 

described in the Scottish Government’s Good Practice Guidance. 

6.1.3 PAC 1 consultations were carried out at 2 locations in March 2025 following extensive publicity in local press, 

social media, direct email communications, mailouts, and the project website. A feedback period was then open 

for 6 weeks, following which, feedback was collated and analysed in the lead up to PAC 2 consultation events, 

which took place in September 2025. 

6.1.4 Information in respect of both events was published by the project team and made available at the events 

themselves and online via the project website, including two consultation booklets, information banners, large 

format plans and maps, 3D visualisations, and information leaflets on various topics. 

6.1.5 The consultation was designed to facilitate engagement with the local community, community councils and 

statutory authorities to invite feedback on the proposals, and latterly to provide summaries of feedback with a 

response from SSEN Transmission. A feedback period of 4 weeks was open following PAC 2 consultations, to 

capture any additional feedback.  

6.1.6 The approach to public consultation has ensured that stakeholders and consultees have been given the 

opportunity to comment on the proposals and understand how feedback has been taken on. This has enabled 

locally important issues and concerns to be identified and subsequently considered in the preparation of the 

Section 37 application. 
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APPENDIX 1 – PAC 1 BOOKLET 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 Page 16  

Pre-Application Consultation Report   

 

 



 

 
 

 Page 17  

Pre-Application Consultation Report   

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 Page 18  

Pre-Application Consultation Report   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 Page 19  

Pre-Application Consultation Report   

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 Page 20  

Pre-Application Consultation Report   

 



 

 
 

 Page 21  

Pre-Application Consultation Report   

 



 

 
 

 Page 22  

Pre-Application Consultation Report   

 



 

 
 

 Page 23  

Pre-Application Consultation Report   

 



 

 
 

 Page 24  

Pre-Application Consultation Report   

APPENDIX 2 – PAC 2 BOOKLET 
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APPENDIX 3 – ADVERTISING AND PROMOTION 

 

 

 

Figure 3 Press and Journal PAC1 advert 
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Figure 4 Buchan Observer PAC 1 advert 
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Figure 5 Buchan Observer PAC 2 advert 

Figure 6 PAC 2 Press and Journal advert 
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Figure 7 PAC1 postcard 
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Figure 8 PAC2 postcard 
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APPENDIX 4 – EVENT IMAGES 
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