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1 Introduction

Pine marten (Martes martes) is listed in Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended) and is afforded a high level of protection in Scotland. This Species Protection Plan
provides guidance and agreed procedures, for the protection of pine marten and their shelters,
during construction works on Scottish Hydro Electric (SHE) Transmission projects. The Plan contains
two parts and details the procedures that must be followed where there is potential for pine marten
to be present (Part 1), and where a Project Licence for pine marten has been issued by NatureScot
Licensing Team to cover the project (Part 2).

1.1 Part 1: General Protection Plan

This Part applies to all projects where pine marten may be present. Part 1 outlines the
responsibilities of SHE Transmission and the Contractor regarding protection of pine marten. It also
details relevant legislation, survey requirements, general mitigation measures and the requirement
for licensing and mitigation.

1.2 Part 2: Project Licence Protection Plan

This Part is provided to Contractors in addition to Part 1, for large projects where a Project Licence
has been issued by NatureScot to cover the work, and identifies those activities and protection /
mitigation measures which are permitted under the Project Licence and those activities which
require an additional Method Statement to be submitted to NatureScot Licensing Team for written
approval before works can commence. This Part should be followed in conjunction with Part 1 and
the relevant Project Licence, to provide approved guidance and methodologies for carrying out
work.

2 References

The documents detailed in Table 2.1 below, should be used in conjunction with this document.

Table 2.1 - Miscellaneous Documents

Title

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended in Scotland)

NatureScot Licensing
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3 Part 1: General Protection Plan

3.1 Background

Pine martens are a member of the mustelid family with a population distributed throughout
northern Scotland extending down to the northern boundary of the central belt and including a
number of the islands including Mull and Skye. There is also a population in Dumfries and Galloway.
Following the dramatic reduction in numbers of pine martens in the 19th century they are currently
undergoing resurgence due in part to the legal protection they are afforded under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981.

Pine martens are solitary territorial animals. Although the edges of territories may overlap slightly,
separate individuals are rarely found in close proximity to each other. They generally inhabit
woodland or scrubby areas as they require a large amount of cover, and spend much of their time in
the canopy. Pine martens are omnivorous, consuming a diet consisting of a wide variety of animals
(predominantly small mammals) as well as berries and nuts allowing them to be active all year
round. Both male and female pine martens have large territories of up to 8 km2 for females and 20
km2 for males. Due to the size of their territories pine martens have a number of dens (resting
places) throughout their territory. They also make breeding nests, which can either be within rocks,
in hollowed out trees or in bird nests / squirrel dreys. Increasing pine martens use human habitation
such as attics, sheds and other farm buildings for both places of shelter and breeding dens.

Pine marten have two stages to their breeding behaviour with mating taking place in July — August
but with the implantation of the fertilised egg delayed until February - March. The young are then
born 1 month later and remain with the mother for approximately 12 weeks. Pine martens are
mainly active at night and dawn/dusk times, although can also be seen during the day.

Signs of Pine marten:

. Pine marten prints and tracks — five toed slightly cat like footprints only of significant
use in areas with snow cover. Tracks on the edge of territories are often marked with
scat which can vary considerably in size and shape depending on contents

. Pine marten shelters or dens can be either on the ground in rocky crevices or in
elevated tree cavities, abandoned bird nests or owl boxes

. Pine marten scat —is 4 — 12 cm long and 0.8 — 1.8 cm in diameter with often a
narrow and twisted appearance. The scats may have a musky smell likened to Parma
Violets, although this can vary, and DNA analysis can be required to confirm
identification

Due to their nocturnal activity, it can be difficult to confirm the presence of pine martens at
suspected dens, therefore camera traps may be required to positively identify a pine marten and
confirm its presence in the area.
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3.2 Responsibilities

It is the Contractor’s responsibility to comply with all the requirements of this Species Protection
Plan where Pine marten may be present, and it is both the Contractor’s and SHE Transmission’s
responsibility to monitor compliance with this Species Protection Plan. The responsibility for
applying for any licence, may vary from project to project, but all applications and mitigation works
will adhere to this plan.

33 Legislation

Pine marten is afforded full protection under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981,(as
amended in Scotland). This makes it an offence to kill, injure or take a pine marten or to intentionally
or recklessly’ damage, destroy or obstruct access to any place used for shelter or for breeding.
Disturbance to this species in any place used for shelter or breeding also constitutes an offence.

NatureScot can grant licences to enable certain activities that would otherwise be an offence, to be
carried out in relation to pine martens and their places of shelter, subject to the following:

° That undertaking the conduct authorised by the licence will give rise to, or
contribute towards the achievement of, a significant social, economic or
environmental benefit; and

° That there is no other satisfactory solution.

In granting a licence NatureScot has to take into account the consequences for pine martens at a
local population level, to assist this assessment NatureScot will need to see maps of the area of
operations and also surrounding areas of suitable pine marten habitat.

34 Surveying for Pine Marten

. Surveys for pine marten must be undertaken in all works areas containing suitable
pine marten habitat, a maximum of 12 months? prior to works commencing, (this
includes site investigations), to ensure availability of up to date information on
place of shelter locations

. Surveys must extend for a minimum of 100 m beyond working areas, including
access tracks

11

IReckless acts would include disregard of mitigation aimed at protecting pine martens, resulting in killing,
injuring and/or disturbance of any pine marten or pine marten resting place. Reckless acts would include
disregard of mitigation aimed at protecting pine martens, resulting in killing, injuring and/or disturbance of
any pine marten or pine marten resting place.

2 Note: Information from any previous surveys (e.g., surveys carried out to provide data for Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA or other Assessments) can be a useful guide to pine marten activity in an area,
particularly if dens were recorded. However, surveys will always require to be updated if carried out more than
12 months prior to works commencing. Pre-felling surveys a maximum of 3 weeks prior to works are
recommended.
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. All dens must be marked to permit easy identification.
. Surveys must be carried out by suitably qualified and experienced ecologists and

must identify whether any pine martens and/or their places of shelter are likely to
be affected by the works.

If works during the breeding season (March to August inclusive) cannot be avoided, and breeding
dens may be disturbed by works, it may also be important to establish if these dens are being used
for breeding. The non- invasive method as follows must be used in the first instance: Visual
observation and camera surveillance from the ground, for a period of a minimum of 14 consecutive
days prior to works commencing, used to establish if the breeding den is in regular use. If regular use
is established the den must be assumed to be being used for breeding purposes.

35 Review of Pine Marten Survey

Once a pine marten survey has been carried out, the ecologist / Ecological Clerk of Works ( EcoW)
must review the survey results, apply the mitigation hierarchy outlined below and decide if a licence
is required from NatureScot (either Individual or Project) for the works.

If required, licences (individual or project), must be obtained by NatureScot prior to any works
commencing.

Construction teams should be advised of existing / new constraints, together with mitigation /
compensation, and licensing requirements by the ecologist / ECoW.

Relevant site documentation and project information sources should be updated with new and
amended information on pine marten constraints as it is produced, with changes communicated to
appropriate staff immediately.

3.6 Mitigation Hierarchy

There should be a general presumption against works being carried out which will disturb pine
martens in their den, or which will require the destruction of any pine marten den. A hierarchical
approach to minimise the works impact on pine marten should be established as follows:

Avoidance

This is the preferred option. Appropriately sized protection zones must be marked and signed on the
ground by the ecologist / EcoW, with appropriate material, around all pine marten dens identified
during the pre-works surveys. The breeding season (March to June inclusive) is the most sensitive
time for disturbance, during this time a 100m radius protection zone must be established around all
pine marten dens. Out with the breeding season, a protection zone of 30 metres radius must be
established. For high noise / vibration activities (pile driving or blasting) a 100m radius protection
zone around pine marten dens must be established at any time of year.

All works personnel, machinery, vehicles and storage of materials must be restricted from entering
protection zones. Protection zones must be maintained until all works are completed. Site staff must
be briefed of their purpose through a Toolbox Talk by the ecologist / EcoW. If pine marten
disturbance can be avoided in this way, there is no need to obtain a licence from NatureScot for the
works.
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If works within protection zones boundaries cannot be avoided, a Licence for disturbance from
NatureScot will be required. For small scale projects the licence may be specific to the site, for larger
scale works a Project Licence may be appropriate.

Individual licence applications for disturbance must be accompanied by a Mitigation Plan which
outlines how the disturbance will be minimised, and dens protected from damage, for example
through screening of works and modifying protection zones.

If a Project Licence is in place, and a den being used in the breeding season will be disturbed, a
Method Statement must be submitted to NatureScot for written approval in accordance with Part 2
of this document, prior to any works commencing. The Method Statement must state how works
will be carried out in a way which ensures no abandonment of young.

Destruction

Destruction of dens must only be undertaken as a last resort and requires a Licence from
NatureScot. Individual Licence applications to NatureScot must be accompanied by a Mitigation /
Compensation Plan which outlines how disturbance will be minimised and individual pine martens
protected from injury, and may include provision for the creation of an artificial den if appropriate. If
destruction of a den during the breeding season is required, the plan should include details of non-
invasive monitoring which will take place to ensure breeding is not taking place prior to any den
destruction. Any den subject to works under Licence must be monitored during and after those
works.

3.7 Mitigation Measures

3.71 General Mitigation

° An emergency procedure will be implemented by site workers if pine marten dens
are encountered. All work within 30 m (non-breeding season) or 100 m (breeding
season) will cease, and the ECOW will inspect the site and define mitigation (if
required) in line with this SPP

° Any temporarily exposed pipe system to be capped when contractors are off site to
prevent pine marten from gaining access. Similarly, all exposed trenches and holes
must be provided with  mammal exit ramps when contractors are off site (i.e., at
night time)

. An exceptional circumstance procedure will be implemented should mitigation
options not prove satisfactory in a particular case. Works will be halted whilst
mitigation is determined (under consultation with NatureScot Licensing Team if
required)

3.7.2 Monitoring and Reporting

. The Ecologist / ECoW will attend site on a regular basis throughout the construction
period to ensure all environmental mitigation relevant to Pine martens is delivered

. Reports will be submitted to NatureScot as required by the relevant Licence
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3.8 Licensing Requirements

Licence applications must be sent into NatureScot Licensing Team sufficiently in advance of the
project start date (approximately 30 days) to ensure the licence is in place prior to any work
commencing.

3.9 Project Licence

A NatureScot Project Licence is likely to be the most appropriate form of licence for any large scale
and / or long running project, in pine marten areas. For example, where multiple instances of
disturbance to a number of pine marten resting places is anticipated over several months / years. A
Project Licence can be used to standardise protected species mitigation / compensation, creating
consistency across the project area and throughout the Project’s lifespan. Project Licences do not
negate the need for thorough pre-construction survey within 12 months and three weeks of the
planned project start date.

Any Project Licence application will need to be accompanied by a Mitigation / Compensation Plan,
and procedures for pine marten included in Parts 1 and 2 of this SPP.

3.10 Individual Licence

For small scale projects expected to be completed over relatively short timescales, which will result
in a low number of unavoidable pine marten offences an Individual NatureScot Licence is most likely
to be appropriate. Licence applications should be accompanied by a Mitigation Plan and should be
sent sufficiently in advance of the project start date to ensure the licence is in place prior to work
commencing. Further guidance and details of how to apply for a pine marten Licence can be found
on the NatureScot website https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-
species/licensing/species-licensing-z-guide/pine-martens-and-licensing
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4 Part 2: Project Licence Protection Plan

The following sections of this plan are to be read in conjunction with Part 1 of this document, the
Project Licence (insert Licence number) and its conditions.

Mitigation activities permitted under Project Licence are included in this Part of the SPP (section A).
More disruptive activities, listed in Section B below, will require a specific Method Statement to be
submitted to NatureScot Licensing Team for approval, prior to works commencing (see Appendix A).
It is the Contractor’s responsibility to submit these Method Statements to both SHE Transmission
and NatureScot for written approval. No works shall proceed without this written approval.

Sufficient time should be allowed for in the programme to carry out any consultation work and
obtain necessary approvals.

The Project Licence will specify reporting requirements detailing all disturbance and destruction
works carried out.

In advance of, and during construction at any location where there is the potential for pine marten
to be present, it is essential that this plan is followed:

A. Works allowed under the project licence without further approval from NatureScot Licensing
Team

The following works may be carried out under this SPP without further approval from NatureScot,
using the prescribed methodologies:

1. Disturbance to a den or place of shelter out with the breeding season. This includes ground
and aerial dens, whether occupied, or unoccupied and located within known pine
marten territory.

Methodology:

Pine marten dens must not be damaged or destroyed, but protected from potential damage by
setting up a modified protection zone (size determined by the site ecologist / EcoW). Protection
zones must be clearly marked on the ground and signed, and must exclude all works personnel,
machinery, vehicle and storage. The protection zone must be maintained until all works are finished.
Works will be undertaken in as short a period as possible to minimise the level of disturbance. A
project licence return must be sent to NatureScot Licensing Team detailing all disturbance works
under the Project Licence.

a. Before works commence, the ECoW will:

. Attend the site in order to check whether pine marten is present or not. If pine
marten is present, then works may need to be delayed until the ECoW is satisfied
suitable access / egress away from the place of shelter is safeguarded. If no pine
marten is present, works can proceed

. Brief the site personnel, including contractors and subcontractors, regarding the
presence of the pine marten dens and the protected status of pine marten, their
dens and the conditions of this Species Protection Plan, which allows for felling and
construction within 30 m of the den
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. Describe the actual den and state that no machinery must drive over it orifitisina

tree the den tree must not be cut down

b. The den should be clearly marked with a blue tipped stick adjacent to the hole. For an aerial
den the tree will be marked with a thick band of blue tape around the trunk.

c. For felling operations, the whole area within the 30 m protection zone, excepting the den
tree itself, may be felled using a harvester.

d. Works within 30 m of the den will be undertaken within 1 day wherever possible. Where
works take longer, the ECoW will carry out a pre-works check each morning for pine marten
presence.

B. Activities requiring an NatureScot Approved Method Statement Prior to Works Commencing

The following activities require a formal Method Statement to be submitted and approved in writing
by NatureScot Licensing Team prior to any works commencing:

a. Temporary or permanent exclusion or destruction of a den.
b. Any works within 100m of a breeding den during the breeding season.

c. Any exceptional circumstances not covered in this SPP.

The Method Statement template in Appendix A has been developed in conjunction with
NatureScot and should be used by the Contractor / Named Agent for all submissions.

5 Revision History
No Overview of Amendments | Previous Document | Revision | Authorisation
01 Transfer to New Template and TG-PS-LT-721 1.00 Richard Baldwin
Nomenclature (Rev 1.00)
02 Typos, formatting and reference | TG-NET-ENV-508 1.01 Richard Baldwin
to other species removed. (Rev1.00)
03 Transfer to New Template. TG-NET-ENG-508 2.00 Richard Baldwin
Updates relating to NatureScot (Rev1.01)
and simplification of legislation.
04
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Appendix A Project Licence Method Statement Template

<PROJECT TITLE>

METHOD STATEMENT FOR WORKS UNDER (insert licence details)
<insert species record reference>

<insert date>

Introduction

This document, prepared on behalf of SHE Transmission provides a Method Statement for <insert
details of works> to be completed under <insert licence details>. These works are required in order
to facilitate the delivery of the <insert Project details> (the Project).

Condition <insert No.> of the above Licence states that a <insert species> Protection Method
Statement be submitted to NatureScot Licensing Team for written approval, under specific
circumstances, prior to commencement of works which could affect <insert species>. Therefore, no
works which would <insert licensed activity> <insert species> shall take place without written
confirmation of NatureScot approval of this method statement.

This Method Statement makes reference to the following documents:
<insert licence details>, NatureScot
Species Protection Plan (SPP): <insert SPP No. and title> Rev. X <insert date>

Further information is provided in Table 1: Summary of Data.
Licensable Works

Introduction
<Insert details>
Baseline Description

<Insert description, including photographs / location plan>

Appendix A, Table 1

Date works
. . Date A exclusion zone
Reference Easting Northing recorded Description demarcated &
distance
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Survey Summary

<Insert details>

Description of the Proposed Licensable Works

<Insert details>

Works Duration

<Insert details>

Consideration of Alternatives

<Insert details>

Impact Assessment

<Insert details>

Method Statement Site Briefing (to be delivered to relevant staff prior to works)

Site: <insert description>

Reference number: <insert species record reference>

Client: SHE Transmission

Task: <insert description of works>

Prepared by: <insert individual or Company name>

Licensed Agent: <insert name>

Method statement for <insert works description>

Before works commence:
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All relevant personnel will be made aware of the presence and location of the constraint and
mitigation.

<insert details of methodology>

During works:

<insert details of methodology>

<Insert Contractor’s name>

I, the undersigned, confirm receipt of this method statement and fully understand and agree to work
to the conditions therein.

Print NAamMeE in fUIl: ..ovveeiee e
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