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1. LEGISLATION, POLICY, AND GUIDANCE 
1.1 National Legislation  

• The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017  

• The Conservation (Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended) (“the 1994 Habitats Regulations”)  

• The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (“the 2017 Habitats Regulations”)  

• Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 (as amended)  

• Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2011 (WANE)  

• The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)  

• The Protection of Badgers Act 1992  

• The Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011  

• Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003  

• The Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 (WEWS)  

1.2 National Policy 

• Scottish Government (2023). National Planning Framework 4 

• Scottish Government (2023). Scottish Government Draft Planning Guidance: Biodiversity  

• JNCC and DEFRA (2012). UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework  

• Scottish Government (2000). Planning Advice Note (PAN) 60: Planning for Natural Heritage  

• Scottish Government (2023). Scottish Biodiversity Strategy to 2045: Tackling the Nature Emergency in 
Scotland 

1.3 Local Policy 
• Highland Nature (2021). Biodiversity Action Plan 2021 – 2026 

• The Highland Council (2024). Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan 2 (IMFLDP2) 

• The Highland Council (2012). Highland-wide Local Development Plan (HwLDP) 

1.4 Guidance and Information 

• CIEEM (2018) Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland: Terrestrial, Freshwater, 
Coastal and Marine version 1.3. Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management, 
Winchester. 

• Collins, J. (2023). Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines (4th edition). Bat 
Conservation Trust  

• Edgar, P., Foster, J. and Baker, J. (2010). Reptile Habitat Management Handbook. Amphibian and Reptile 
Conservation, Bournemouth. Habitat Management Handbooks | Amphibian and Reptile Conservation 

• SEPA (2010) Engineering in the water environment: good practice guide river crossings Second edition, 
November 2010 River crossings - good practice guide 

• English Nature (2001). Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines. English Nature, Peterborough. Great 
crested newt mitigation guidelines 

• Joint Nature Conservation Committee (2013). Guidelines for selection of biological Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI)  

• Langton, T.E.S., Beckett, C.L., and Foster, J.P.(2001), Great Crested Newt Conservation Handbook, 
Froglife, Halesworth.GCN-Conservation-Handbook_compressed.pdf 

https://www.arc-trust.org/habitat-management-handbooks
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/151036/wat-sg-25.pdf
https://mokrady.wbs.cz/literatura_ke_stazeni/great_crested_newt_mitigation_guidelines.pdf
https://mokrady.wbs.cz/literatura_ke_stazeni/great_crested_newt_mitigation_guidelines.pdf
https://www.froglife.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/GCN-Conservation-Handbook_compressed.pdf
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• M. Dean, R. Strachan, D. Gow, R. Andrews, F. Matthews and PRF Chanin (2016) The Water Vole 
Mitigation Handbook. Mammal Society Mitigation Guidance Series. The Mammal Society. The Mammal 
Society Water Vole Mitigation Handbook is now available to purchase (May 2016) — Mammal Society 

• Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrels Squirrel Sightings – Saving Scotland's Red Squirrels 

• SEPA (2021) River Basin Management Plan for Scotland 2021-2027. RBMP3 

• Scottish Biodiversity List (2020) Scottish Biodiversity List | NatureScot 

• Scottish Badgers (2018). Good Practice Guidelines  

• Scottish Invasive Species Initiative. Mink Control Project Mink Control Project | Scottish Invasive Species 
Initiative 

• SEPA (2017). Land Use Planning System Guidance Note 31 – Guidance on Assessing the Impacts of 
Development Proposals on Groundwater Abstractions and Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems  

• Scottish Executive (2000). Nature conservation: implementation in Scotland of EC Directives on the 
conservation of natural habitats and of wild flora and fauna and the conservation of wild birds (“The 
Habitats and Birds Directives”). Revised guidance updating Scottish Office Circular No. 6/1995  

• SERAD (Scottish Executive Rural Affairs Department) (2001). European Protected Species, Development 
Sites and the Planning Systems: Interim guidance for local authorities on licensing arrangements  

• Scotland’s Environment (2024). Changing Climate. Changing climate | Scotland's environment web 

• Scottish Government (2016). Draft Peatland and Energy Policy Statement  

• Scottish Government (2017). Planning Advice Note 1/2013 – Environmental Impact Assessment, Revision 
1.0  

• Scottish Government (2017). Planning Circular 1/2017: Guidance on The Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017  

• Scottish Government, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and SEPA (2017). Peatland Survey – Guidance on 
Developments on Peatland  

• Scottish Government (2019). The Scottish Forestry Strategy (SFS)  

• Scottish Government (2020). Securing a green recovery on a path to net zero: climate change plan 2018-
2032 – update  

• Scottish Government (2020). Update to the Climate Change Plan 2018 – 2032  

• Scottish Government (2020). EU Exit: habitats regulations in Scotland 

• Scottish Government (2024). Ancient Woodland Inventory (Scotland). Scottish Government 
SpatialData.gov.scot 

• Scottish Government (2012) River Crossings and Migratory Fish: Design Guidance 

• SNH (2015). Scotland’s National Peatland Plan  

• SNH (2016). Planning for Development: What to consider and include in Habitat Management Plans. 
Version 2  

• SNH (2018). Advising on carbon-rich soils, deep peat and priority peatland habitat in development 
management  

• SNH (2018). Environmental Impact Assessment Handbook – Version 5: Guidance for competent 
authorities, consultation bodies, and others involved in the Environmental Impact Assessment process in 
Scotland 

• NatureScot (2024). Developing with Nature Guidance 

• The Highland Council (2013). Sustainable Design Guide 

• The Highland Council (2024). Biodiversity Enhancement Planning Guidance 

https://mammal.org.uk/blog/2016/05/the-mammal-society-water-vole-mitigation-handbook-is-now-available-to-purchase
https://mammal.org.uk/blog/2016/05/the-mammal-society-water-vole-mitigation-handbook-is-now-available-to-purchase
https://scottishsquirrels.org.uk/squirrel-sightings/
https://informatics.sepa.org.uk/RBMP3/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/scottish-biodiversity-list
https://www.invasivespecies.scot/mink-control-project
https://www.invasivespecies.scot/mink-control-project
https://www.environment.gov.scot/our-environment/climate/changing-climate/
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• van Nouhuys, Saskya. (2016). Metapopulation Ecology. 

• UNESCO (2024) Fact sheet 40: The Flow Country 

• ARGUK (2024) Advice Note 10, Reptile Survey and Mitigation Guidance for Peatland Habitats 

• Scottish Natural heritage (2005) The ecology and conservation of water voles in upland habitats 

• Breitenmoser et al. (2019). Conservation of the wildcat (Felis silvestris) in Scotland: Review of the 
conservation status and assessment of conservation activities 

• Nature Scot (2023) Scottish Wildcat Action: Final Summary Report.  

• Nature Scot (2023). Scottish Wildcat Action final report: Ecology. 

• Butcher, B., Carey, P., Edmonds, R., Norton, L., and Treweek, J. (2020) UK Habitat Classification User 
Manual, Version 1.1. 

• Joint Nature Conservation Committee (2010) Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey - A Technique for 
Environmental Audit. With minor corrections addressed in 2016 

• Institute of Environmental Assessment (1995) Guidelines for Baseline Ecological Assessment, 

• UKHab Ltd (2023) UK Habitat Classification 2.0. 

• Stace, C. (2019). New Flora of the British Isles. 4th edition 

• Joint Nature Conservation Committee (2006) National Vegetation Classification: Users’ handbook. 

• Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA). (2014) Land Use Planning System Guidance Note 31: 
Guidance on Assessing the Impacts of Windfarm Development Proposals on Groundwater Abstractions 
and Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems. 

• UK Technical Advisory Group (UK TAG) on the Water Framework Directive (WFD), (2004). Guidance on 
the identification and risk assessment of groundwater dependent terrestrial ecosystems.  

• Chanin, P. (2003) Monitoring the Otter Lutra lutra. Conserving Natura 2000 River Monitoring Series No. 10, 

• Gurnell, J., Lurz, P., Wauters, L. (2009) Practical techniques for surveying and monitoring squirrels 

• O’Mahony, D., O’Reilly, C., Turner, P. (2005) National Pine Marten Survey of Ireland 2005. 

• A. Davidson, JDS. Birks, RC. Brooks, TC. Braithwait and JE. Messenger (2002) On the origin of faeces: 
morphological versus molecular methods for surveying rare carnivores from their scats. Journal of Zoology 

• Nature Scot (2014) Wildcat Survey Methods 

• Croose, E., et al. (2014) Distribution of the pine marten in southern Scotland in 2013. 
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